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Please be much in prayer about the future of Transylvania Baptist Association.   

Do we keep the current structure?  Do we sell the building and relocate the office to 

one of our churches?  Please be praying about the Administrative Support Team’s  

proposal and make plans to attend these important upcoming events: 

 

Drop-In Question & Answer Session 

For all TBA Church Members 

Administrative Support Team members and staff will be on hand to answer your  

questions and provide detailed information about the possible sale of the building, 

plans for investing the funds, and the future of the association. 

Sunday, August 4  -  3-5pm 

TBA Baptist Center 

 

Special Called Meeting 

For All Pastors & Church Messengers, Visitors Welcome 

Pastors and Elected Church Messengers are strongly encouraged to attend this  

meeting to vote on the Administrative Support Team’s proposal.  Also on the agenda 

will be the election of nominations for Association Trustees. 

Sunday, August 25  -  4pm 

Calvary Baptist Church 



TERRY’S THOUGHTS 

 

 

King David, in Psalms 56, shares an amazing passage on trust that I believe should inspire 

us all to TRUST in Him alone and always. David states, when the Philistines seized him at 

Gath, “When I am afraid, I will TRUST in you. In God, whose word I praise, in God I 

TRUST; I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. What can mere mortals do to me?” Obviously, David was 

placing his well-being in the hands of God to deliver, which He did.  

 

The lesson we can learn from this passage is that regardless of our challenges and as long as 

we stay focused on His will for our lives, He will deliver us as well for the Glory of God Himself. When we consider 

the challenges facing us as an association, particularly concerning our budget issues, we are reminded just how 

much we must TRUST God to guide us to the place He wants and to accept His will as best. With this in mind I 

wanted to share with you some of the answered prayers that have occurred since we shared, with the association, 

our situation and laid it in God’s hands to handle as He sees fit. The following are a few of the ways, I believe, He is 

beginning to answer our prayers: 

- Some churches have stepped up and have begun to increase their giving to the association. 

- Some have and are considering one-time gifts which are over and above their regular support. 

- Some churches are asking for help to truly understand the nature of our structure, how we actually oper-

ate, and how our actual income streams work. For clarity our ONLY INCOME STREAM IS FROM THE 

CHURCHES OF THE TBA! 

- Some churches are encouraging their sister churches to consider similar actions as explained above. 

- A member of a senior men’s Sunday School class, from one of our member churches, has committed to give 

an extra $100.00 a month for our association over and above his regular tithe to his church. 

 

What these examples represent is God moving among us and beginning to answer our prayers concerning what we 

should do moving forward. TO HIM BELONGS ALL THE GLORY!! What the examples of God at work mentioned 

above truly represent is perhaps God’s way of answering some of the questions we all have had about what we 

should do. Perhaps there are some additional questions we should consider such as are we doing all we can to sup-

port our local mission efforts within the association, how much do we actually value our local association and its 

staff, is our stewardship in line with God’s will for our lives along with the life of our church, and is God leading us 

to consider strengthening our support? The answers to these questions will be realized as we continue to pray for 

God’s wisdom. The larger question concerning the true health of our association has been manifesting itself through 

the following examples:  

-The relationships between our churches and the association are growing stronger every day,  

-Our giving has improved,  

-Our local and national mission efforts have grown,  

-Our dependance on each other has increased, and  

-Our training efforts have greatly improved over the last couple of years.  

 

It is my contention God is in fact moving among us, therefore He is not done with the TBA. Meaning there is still 

much we need to do in terms of leading our county and beyond to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. The question 

I would love for you to answer is whether or not you are willing to join us on our adventure of serving the Lord and 

our member churches with your support as well as your participation in our association. 

 

Finally, please remember that we love you and consider it our pleasure to serve each church in whatever way need-

ed to advance the cause of the Gospel! Never hesitate to call on me, Nancy, or our leadership when a need arises. 

 

Terry 

Please pray for our 

churches  

without pastors: 

Boylston & Rocky Hill 

Recent Baptisms at 

East Fork 

with Rev. Tommy Crocker 



  

 
Administrative Support Team 

Proposal Concerning Budget Shortfall 

 

 

The Issue Explained: In short, the reality of our budget income receipts versus our budget expenses is that we 

are running approximately $6,000.00 short each month and have been throughout 2024. Additionally, this situa-

tion has existed throughout 2023 as well. Since the above is reality, we have had to dip into our reserve funds, 

combined with the giving of our member churches, to meet budget each month. Meaning that if nothing changes, 

we will exhaust our reserve funds by January 2025. Obviously, this is not a sustainable budget model, espe-

cially if the association desires to continue with the current structure including the current staffing. 

 

The Cause of Our Current Budget Situation: Since the funding for the association relies solely on the faithful 

giving of our member churches and since that giving has fallen short each month, we have had to consider the ac-

tions explained below. It is important, for our member churches, to understand we receive NO OTHER INCOME 

from any other agency or group outside the faithful giving of the member churches within the Transylvania Bap-

tist Association. Additionally, it is important for the association to know that because of the budget shortfall each 

month the Administrative Support Team (AST), the leadership of the TBA, and the staff have not been able to 

spend our current budget as approved by the TBA, but they are finding creative ways to serve our member church-

es each and every day. As a result of frugal spending practices, sacrificial giving from our member churches, and 

sacrificial service by staff, leadership, and grateful churches we are remaining afloat, again only by dipping into 

our reserve funds. Therefore, as stated above, this situation cannot continue without major changes.  

 

One Possible Solution: Since the association has one major asset, the Associational building, and since there is 

no debt on the building, the AST is proposing the association consider selling our building and use the proceeds to 

help fund our operations in order to maintain our current structure. What would that mean for the association 

moving forward and how would the budgeting be affected? The following is an illustration of how selling the build-

ing and handling the proceeds from that sale would affect the work and budget of the association: 

• Once the sale of the association building is approved by the association, it would be placed on the market by a 

local commercial real estate company. The AST has contacted a commercial real estate company (Beverly-

Hanks) and they have done a market analysis on the sale of the building. 

• The comprehensive analysis has revealed a recommended listing price of $750,000.00 given market compara-

ble sales in our area. 

• Based on the above listing price and actual possible final selling price it is estimated, after appropriate fees are 

withheld, the association could receive as much as $700,000.00. Obviously, this amount could vary depending 

on the actual sale price. 

• Once everything is settled from the sale of the building, we would then set up, possibly through the Baptist 

Foundation (now called Provision), funds that would allow an amortization of the proceeds in order to sustain 

our current structure for staffing and ministry for a limited period of time (as little as 5 to 6 years and as much 

as 10 to 12 years) along with the continued financial support of our member churches. 

• Once the building is sold, we would move our office and ministry operations to one of our member churches in 

order to continue serving the churches of the TBA. 

 

Finally, questions such as how long will this process take or where would the office ultimately be located, will be 

answered once the association decides what course of action it believes to be best. There will be a drop-in Ques-

tion & Answer Session for this issue on Sunday, August 4th, 3pm to 5pm, at the association office.  Ad-

ditionally, we will gather at Calvary Baptist Church on Sunday, August 25th at 4pm to vote on this 

proposal.   

 

TO BE CLEAR, ONCE AGAIN, IF NOTHING IS DONE ABOUT THIS BUDGET SITUATION, WE WILL 

EXHAUST OUR RESERVE FUNDING FOR OUR CURRENT STRUCTURE AND STAFFING BY JANU-

ARY 2025! THEREFORE, WE BELIEVE DRASTIC ACTION, ON OUR PART, IS IN ORDER! 



 
Association Financial Summary 

June 2024 
 

       Current  Year-to-Date 

Biltmore Brevard  $ 1,250.00  $  2,500.00  
Blantyre   $    125.00 $     750.00 
Blue Ridge      $      75.00 $     450.00 
Boylston   $    626.49 $  2,855.61 
Brevard First    $             0 $  6,346.02 
Calvary   $    442.09 $  3,697.35 
Carr's Hill   $    250.00 $  1,500.00 
Carson's Creek      $    150.00 $     900.00 
Cathey's Creek    $             0 $     996.00 
Cedar Mountain  $    366.00 $  1,830.00 
Cherryfield   $    287.49 $  2,125.61 
Church at Sapphire    $             0 $              0 
Cove Church   $      25.00 $       25.00 
Dunn's Rock   $             0 $  3,801.53 
East Fork      $             0 $     600.00 
Enon    $             0  $     400.00 
Faith Missionary  $             0  $              0 
Grace      $             0 $  1,767.84 
Hope Church Brevard (See Off) $             0 $              0 
Lake Toxaway      $    362.18 $     693.18 
La Primera Mission  $             0              $               0 
Little River   $             0 $  2,071.00 
Middle Fork   $    200.00 $  1,200.00 
Morningside   $    263.75  $  1,299.97 
Mt. Moriah-Calvert  $             0 $              0 
New Hope     $             0 $              0 
North Toxaway     $    100.00 $     650.00 
Oak Grove     $    200.00 $  1,000.00 
Pisgah Forest   $             0 $  3,207.85 
Rocky Hill   $    400.00 $  2,400.00 
Temple      $    131.25           $     787.50 
Turkey Creek   $    200.00 $  1,200.00 
Zion       $    771.95 $  1,407.08 
Miscellaneous    $ 1,300.00 $  2,145.00 
Checking Interest  $        3.14              $       15.46 
Total Receipts                              $   7,529.34 $ 48,622.00 
Total Expenses                $ 12,059.15 $ 71,308.12 

   
       2024 Budget              $149,879.00 
       Needed Monthly to Meet Budget     $12,490.00 

 

Every church.  

Every community.   

August 3-10, 2024 

Register your church today 

at ServeNC.com 

ServeNC is an opportunity for every NC 

Baptist church to love its community in 

Jesus’ name through service projects. 

 

If your church didn’t exist, would your commu-

nity notice? Whether it’s painting a school, 

cleaning up a yard, or serving meals to those in 

need, your church knows your community’s  

specific needs and can choose the best project to 

make a difference through ServeNC. 

 

Commit your church to being on mission  

together and display the gospel during the  

week of Aug. 3-10, 2024. 

Church News 

 

Carr’s Hill & Rocky Hill - will have a five-day CEF 

Club “One Way” Race at Carr’s Hill August 5-9, 3-5pm. 

 

Cedar Mountain - will have a “Family Fun Day”  

August 10, 9am-2pm. 

2024 Annual Congregation Profiles 

 

Extensive changes to the ACP have been made by the 

Baptist State Convention.  A much simpler form along 

with moving to a calendar year of reporting are being 

implemented, and reporting will now be completed in 

January.   

 

 A training session for church clerks will be planned for 

December (dates will be announced soon).   

 The reporting year will be January 1st through Decem-

ber 31st of 2024.   

 Baptisms and Memorials for the period of September 

1st through December 31st of 2023 will be included  

        in the 2024 statistics.   

WNC Source is in need of volunteers to assist with mobile 

meals being sent from the Quebec Community Center.  These 

are taken by volunteers to homebound county residents aged 60 

and older, who enjoy not only the hot meals but also the friendly 

visits.  For more info and to get involved, please contact Kathy 

Williams at 828-884-2255. 



It’s been a great VBS summer here in  

Transylvania County! 



Updates from our Northern Tier Pennsylvania Partners: 

 

Summer is here!  This is usually the busiest time for church planters.  They only have a few months when everyone is outside to 

evangelize their community, build relationships, and grow their new church.  Fall will come, and people will go back inside. 

▪ Brad Bower, Harrisburg biker planter got ordained. 

▪ Yogesh has begun services in a Methodist Church in Harrisburg. 

▪ Bhim has begun services in South Park, and baptized 4. 

▪ Daniel Nauta has begun prayer walking/exegeting the city of Troy. 

 

 

Please pray for: 

▪ Planters and their families as they are out in their communities 

building relationships. 

▪ Mission teams who are traveling to Pennsylvania to help these 

church plants. 

▪ Outreach events such as Backyard Bible Clubs and Sports Camps 

to build relationships and share the gospel. 

▪ Good follow-up with everyone they meet this summer. 

▪ People they meet will transfer over to Community Bible Studies planned in the fall. 

▪ Bellefonte as Scott and Thea start preparing the way for a church plant. 

▪ Potential areas to start a church -   New Berlin, Enola/Carlisle, Annville/Palmyra, Scranton/Stroudsburg, Sayre/Rome, 

Lancaster/Hanover, Somerset/Maryland border. 

Brad Bower’s  

Ordination South Park Baptisms 

Update from Dewey & Kathie Aiken 
 

The month of July has been packed with ministry opportunities here in PA and New England. We pray you too have been able 

to see more of your neighbors and share time outdoors as the hot temps and rain have allowed.  

 

We have been blessed to visit several pastor’s families in the Northeast this month to offer encouragement and prayer support. 

The summer outreaches and baptisms in many areas have been tremendous this year. In other areas, the ground continues hard 

and dry. Over these towns, we have prayerwalked and encouraged others to do the same. Central Vermont was hit again this 

year with flood waters one year to the day from last year’s devastating flood. Please pray for our Disaster Response workers as 

they feed, mud out and begin the process in the future of rebuilding around 200 homes that were damaged or destroyed. Pray 

that Vermonters will desire to know the Creator God personally…. the only One in charge of everything.  

 

One highlight of a recent nine day stay in New England was to prepare and serve an appreciation dinner for the pastors of New 

Hampshire. This included working with volunteers from NC, VT and NH. It was a blessed time of working alongside long- time 

friends. There was a lot of laughter mixed with the work. Along with serving a dinner meal, we presented the Baptists on Mis-

sion/ New England partnership to our guests, encouraging them to examine ways we can help their churches and communities 

with volunteers. We also gave gifts that many NC women prepared, led times of sharing joys and challenges as well as praying 

for each other. Just as in Massachusetts and Vermont in past years, our time with New Hampshire pastors and their wives was 

a blessed time. Pray that even more will embrace the partnership between our states.  

 

Another part of this month has been visiting NC mission teams that are working with churches in PA and New England. They 

have done excellent work and have been such encouragement to the churches here. We are praying for even more teams to come 

help in these areas next year. There will be some large construction projects for teams including three in PA, one in CT and an-

other in VT. Some of this is new construction, some renovation. There will be plenty more outreach projects for children’s minis-

tries, prayerwalking and community events. If your church is desiring to help next year with any of these needs, we will have 

the 2025 projects posted near the end of August and into September. We invite you to visit the baptistsonmission.org web site 

then and pray for God to lead you. The workers are greatly needed in these ripe fields.  You will be blessed for making a differ-

ence for the gospel in the Northeast.  

 

Dewey & Kathie Aiken 

On Site Coordinators 

NC Baptists on Mission 

 

http://baptistsonmission.org/


 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 

 

3 

4 

Question &  

Answer Drop-In 

Baptist Center 

3pm-5pm 

5 6 

Weekly Prayer 

North Toxaway 

7am 

 

Crocker 

Anniversary 

(East Fork) 

7 8 

Weekly Prayer 

Baptist Center 

9am 

9 10 

Andrew White 

Birthday 

(Calvary) 

Sitton 

Anniversary 

(Lake Toxaway) 

11 

ServeNC 

Sunday 

12 13 

Weekly Prayer 

North Toxaway 

7am 

14 15 

Weekly Prayer 

Baptist Center 

9am 

16 17 

18 19 20 

Weekly Prayer 

North Toxaway 

7am 

21 22  
Weekly Prayer 

Baptist Center 9am 

Region 9 Missions 

Rally FBC  

Hendersonville 

 

Andrew McKinney 

Birthday (Sapphire) 

23 24 

Becky Parker 

Birthday 

(Pisgah Forest) 

25 

Special Called 

Executive Board 

Meeting 

Calvary  4pm 

26 27 

Weekly Prayer 

North Toxaway 

7am 

Leadership  

Development 
Team 

Meeting 4pm 

28 29 

Weekly Prayer 

Baptist Center 

9am 

30 31 

ServeNC 

Every Church, Every Community 

August 3-10 

August 2024 



 

63rd Annual 

Western Area Conference 

at Broyhill Home 

111 Sneed Drive, Clyde, NC 

 

Thursday, September 5  

4pm 

 

Enjoy a free meal, music, inspira-

tional message, and cottage tours. 

Fort Caswell, NC 

Monday, September 

16th - Wednesday, 

September 18th, 2024 

For more info and to 

register, please visit 

ncbaptist.org/events/ 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Fort%20Caswell,%20NC,%20USA


Are You Using Commentaries Effectively? 
 

Five factors to consider as you study Scripture with commentaries. 

 

As ministry leaders and Bible teachers, many of us use an assortment of re-

sources to write a good lesson, talk, or sermon. Commentaries are one of the first 

resources we usually run to as they are available online, on our bookshelves, in 

our libraries, or on Bible resource software we have access to. But there are some 

good rules to follow when doing so. Here are five factors to consider as you study 

Scripture with commentaries: 

 

1. Study Scripture first without your commentary. 

Commentaries are helpful resources, no doubt, but unless you try to study Scripture first without your commentary, you won’t 

know how your audience will encounter the passage as they read and study it for themselves, usually without commentaries. 

Studying the passage first will allow you to see the difficult words or ideas that your audience might encounter. It also will help 

you be a better studier of the Word as you try to study, making observations about repetitions, parallels, or contrasts in the 

terms or phrases found in Scripture. Use commentaries to enhance your study, not just as your study. 

 

2. Choose a trusted commentary. 

Nowadays, commentaries are abundant, and many are accessible online from ancient ones to new ones written this very year. 

Be selective by asking those you trust spiritually what commentaries they use and prefer. Some may line up with your spiritual 

background and others may not. Some may be too antiquated and have old-fashioned points of view on applications. Some may 

be self-published and have their own agendas. Use a reputable source that many turn to, espe-

cially the other leaders and pastors in your church. Don’t just pick a random commentary just 

because it was free and the first one you found online. 

Several ongoing Bible studies from Lifeway offer commentaries as a supplemental resource to 

the weekly curriculum. Beginning in the fall of 2024, The Gospel Project for Adults will have a 

commentary available for purchase each quarter. Using commentaries specifically designed as 

supplements to the Bible study curriculum your church uses is a great place to start when seek-

ing trustworthy commentaries. 

 

3. Use more than one commentary. 

Read more than one commentary when you can to attain varying perspectives or points of view. Some commentaries may have 

different opinions on a passage or see a different main point, especially with more controversial passages. Some will go deeper 

on the intricacies of culture or words. While others will go deeper on applications for today. Sometimes we need both, so we need 

to look at more than one commentary. Using more than one commentary will add to your knowledge-base and help you have a 

wider perspective to glean from. But don’t fall into the trap of wanting to read as many as you can. Time is precious for a minis-

try leader. If choosing reputable sources, using 2-4 should be sufficient. Don’t overwhelm yourself with the plethora of resources 

out there, but don’t be a lazy studier either. Find a good balance for yourself. 

 

4. Gather information from commentaries with discernment, having the freedom to disagree. 

Commentaries are just that: commentaries—thoughts from theologians and those who have gone before us with much more 

time to study the nuances of ancient culture and history and languages. But they are still human and are not all-knowing. Of 

course, we are not either. Read and gather information with discernment but if many commentators are saying the same thing, 

usually, it is safe to agree with. But if there are many who have differing opinions, usually on a periphery matter, you are free 

to mention that there are differing opinions or not focus on that issue if it’s not needed. Commentaries are not inspired by God 

so have room for disagreement. But certainly, they have valuable insight that you can get to quickly to attain an informed un-

derstanding of a passage. 

 

5. Let the Holy Spirit guide you as you study and form your lesson or talk. 

Above all, let the Holy Spirit guide you as you prayerfully study through the passage you plan to talk or teach on. Commen-

taries are helpful resources to add to our knowledge base, but they cannot know who our audience is or how best to reach them 

toward action and transformation. As shepherds and teachers, we are studiers of the Word, but we are also studiers of our 

sheep, those we disciple. And the Holy Spirit works in us to allow us to reach them with the appropriate style and words and 

application points to stir their hearts more toward God, His kingdom, and His Word. 

 

Article courtesy Lifeway.com 

https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/ 

As shepherds and 

teachers, we are  

studiers of the Word, 

but we are also  

studiers of our sheep. 



HYGIENE KITS: 

Prepare 2 men’s kits for each women’s kit made.  

Please use clear two-gallon plastic bags, and label 

with “MALE” or “FEMALE”.  DO NOT include 

mouthwash or aftershave.  DO NOT use trial  

sizes. 

 

Men’s Kit:  toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, wash-

cloth, shampoo, deodorant, come, shaving cream, 

razors, hand lotion, Gospel message tract. 

 

Women’s Kit:  toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, 

washcloth, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, 

comb, hairbrush, women’s shaving cream, razors, 

hand lotion, Gospel message tract. 

 

 

“JESUS LOVES YOU” TEDDY BEARS: 

Call or visit the Baptist Center for the pattern.  

Please make bears carefully following the pattern 

instructions.  DO NOT use buttons, craft eyes, or 

any other small parts which may be removed and 

swallowed. 

 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR BREAK TENT: 

• 8– and 12– ounce Styrofoam Cups 

• Instant Lemonade Mix 

 

 

OTHER ITEMS FOR FAIR WORKERS: 

• Blankets & Towels (full size, new or  

gently used) 

 

CLOTHING ITEMS ARE NOT BEING 

COLLECTED THIS YEAR. 

 

 

MONETARY DONATIONS: 

Please make checks payable to  

Transylvania Baptist Association  

with “Fair Ministry” on the memo line. 

 

Send checks to the Baptist Center at 

675 Hendersonville Hwy. 

Pisgah Forest, NC 28768 

 

Please bring all items to the Baptist Center by  

Tuesday, September 3. 






