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Hebrews 1:4-14 Jesus is better than angels ¥ TXR(&. E{EWNVEE XKD (XBDDICT N
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Today, we are back in Hebrews chapter 1, where we will resume our study of Hebrews
from verse 4 to verse 14. In the first 4 verses, we saw that Jesus was the better Word
given from God as the final Word of his salvation. But in verse 4, the writer introduced a
new topic to show the superiority of Jesus. That topic was angels. Look at verse 4...
*having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs. Jesus whose name is identified as the Son of God, and the Word of
God is superior to the angels. And the writer of Hebrews now goes to the Old
Testament to defend that claim and explain why it matters. Remember, that Jesus was
first compared to human prophets, but now he turns to spiritual beings. In most minds
then and now, spiritual beings would be more powerful than humans. Even now, we have
a certain understanding that happens when we discuss angels. In popular culture in the
West and even in Japan where the idea has carried over into Japanese society as
TENSHI (R{%), angels are thought of as ethereal sometimes genderless winged
creatures who fly around and watch out for people. Even people with little knowledge of
the true God will express belief in guardian angels. Even in the time of the writing of
Hebrews, there was clearly a fascination with angels, and there were even Jewish myths
surrounding them that went beyond what we find in the Old Testament. In fact, in
Colossians 2, Paul lists worship of angels as a false teaching causing harm in the church.
Colossians 2:18 says, Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of
angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous
mind...

Angels are real, but not as culture imagines them. In the Bible, they are usually just
recognized as humans by people who see them, but in some way are recognizably
different. But they generally don’t have wings, and when they are depicted with wings,
the appearance is terrifying and glorious and powerful, not sweet and cherub like. They
are created beings, not eternal. They worship God, but at some point were capable of
rebelling against him, as shown by what seems to be the Bible’s description of Satan’s
origin as a fallen angel who took other angels with him as demons. They generally act as
messengers of God, and his servants, which we will see more about in this passage
today. This passage gives two reasons why Jesus is better than angels. We see the first
reason in verses 5-6, where the writer makes clear that angels are created, not
begotten, which makes Jesus better than them. Verses 5-6 say, 5 For to which of the
angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today | have begotten you”? Or again, “I will
be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? ® And again, when he brings the
firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship him.” In these verses, the
writer makes his point by quoting the first of many scripture references in this book.
Just as any good sermon would, the argumentation is based not on the author’s opinion
but on making the case that God’s Word has been clear on this from even before Jesus
was revealed. Of course, he is writing this as scripture defending his point from
scripture. He begins by quoting from Psalm 2:7 which says, | will tell of the decree: The
Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today | have begotten you. When we look at Psalm 2,
it was interpreted by readers of the Old Testament to be referencing the earthly king,
generally thought of as King David who is called God’s anointed in verse 2 of Psalm 2,
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the
Lord and against his Anointed... But Hebrews wants us to see that the anointed one in
Psalm 2 is clearly Jesus who is the Son, and his nature is different than that of other



humans. The key to this is the word “begotten.” Closely related to this word, is what
verse 6 says that Jesus is firstborn. It is translated as one and only many times in
modern English versions, but when it is used of Jesus, it shows the unique relationship
God the Son has with God the Father. This Biblical truth of the “eternal generation” or
that the Son was “eternally begotten” was recognized by the early church fathers when
they constructed the Nicene creed. There are many different ideas connected with this,
but all of them point to the uniqueness of Jesus in his relationship with God, not that he
was in someway less than God or a created being by God the Father. We already
established in verses 1-3 that Jesus is himself God in his very nature. The word
begotten as used with Jesus shows a relationship with God that existed in eternity past,
so to say that God created Jesus at some point is actually the opposite of what
begotten means. Angels on the other hand, were created by God at some point in
eternity past. The one begotten, not created is better than the created being.

Then he quotes a second passage from 2Samuel 7:14 14 | will be to him a father, and
he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, | will discipline him with the rod of
men, with the stripes of the sons of men... When you first read this verse in context of
2Samuel, it is God speaking through Nathan the prophet telling David the king that his
son Solomon will be the next king who will build the temple for him, not David. So, in the
context these words apply to Solomon. But even when we first read them, they don’t
make sense if they only apply to Solomon. Two verses later in verse 16 of 2Samuel 7, it
says, 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your
throne shall be established forever.”” This is a prophetic restatement of the Davidic
covenant that David’s line continuing with Solomon would never end. Jesus is of course
the focus of that covenant as he is of David’s line and is the eternal king. But this
eternal king became man, and while not committing any sin, Jesus did take on the sin,
the iniquity, of the world, and while bearing that sin, God punished him just as verse 14
of 2Samuel 7 described | will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the
sons of men...

But there is one more phrase here that quotes the Old Testament. Because for much of
church history, until the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1948, we did not have any
Old Testament verses with this phrase in it, verse 6 is one of the most argued about
verses in Hebrews. It seems likely that this passage is from Deuteronomy 32:43 in the
Old Testament. “Rejoice with him, O heavens;® bow down to him, all gods,” for

he avenges the blood of his children™ and takes vengeance on his adversaries. He
repays those who hate him' and cleanses™ his people's land.”” Let all God’s angels
worship him is taken from that phrase in Deuteronomy, bow down to him, all gods.
Usually when the Old Testament uses the plural “gods” it is speaking of angels, so the
translation from Hebrew into Greek would be correct. So this uncreated only begotten
Son of God, is actually worshipped by angels, and in the context of Deuteronomy it is for
the judgement he brings against sin. When we see this in the context of the first two
passages, we see the only begotten son who became a man to show God’s love to sinful
man by taking our sin on himself and dying for them, which angels cannot do. So John
3:16 tells us, 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only (this is the word
begotten) Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. This
same Son will rightfully judge the sin of those who refuse to bow to him in submission as
God just as the created angels do.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2032%3A43&version=ESV#fen-ESV-5802a
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And the next verses explain to us why the angels would worship Jesus. In addition to
being created not begotten, the angels role is to minister or serve, not rule. Let’s
read verses 7-12. " Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers
a flame of fire.” ® But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the
scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. °You have loved righteousness
and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of
gladness beyond your companions.” '° And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth
in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; "' they will perish, but you
remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 'like a robe you will roll them up, like a
garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.”
These verses contain three more quotes from the Old Testament, Psalm 104:4, Psalm
45:6-7 and Psalm 102:25-27. They read nearly identical to the quotations here in
Hebrews, and the small differences are likely due to quoting again from the Greek
version of the Old Testament not the Hebrew original. The first quotation from Psalm
104:4 is specifically talking about angels and calls them ministers. The original verse in
Psalms calls them messengers, which is the literal meaning of angel. Another description
of minister could be servant, and along with angels being messengers, it shows that
whatever they are, they don’t exist for their own purposes. They exist to serve God,
who is identified as Jesus, and who the rest of the verses go on to describe as king.

Notice that when the writer turns away from angels and pointing our their role as
ministers, he turns to Jesus and the quotations from Psalms point to him as a perfect
king. The servants or ministers serve the ruler, not the other way around, so they are
below that ruler, who is identified as the Son. Remember what verse 3 of Hebrews 1
said of the Son of God, “after making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high...” The eternally begotten son of God paid for sin on the cross
then sat down on the throne of his true kingdom. His rule as king though is marked by
something that no other ruler can claim - righteousness. Look back at verses 8-9, the
scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. °You have loved righteousness
and hated wickedness... The kingdom that Jesus rules over and establishes for those
who are his people is one of purity, holiness and righteousness. It is characterized by an
absolute separation from sin. There is no sin permitted or present within the kingdom of
God. This is the primary problem for all humans - we are all sinners, and that sin
separates us from God. It is Jesus, and his work of redemption and forgiveness of sin
that he accomplished on the cross that takes care of our sin problem and allows us to
enter into God’s kingdom. And that kingdom brings the joy that Jesus himself
experiences. As part of his kingdom, we can know part of the oil of gladness that Jesus
himself knows. Psalm 16:11 describes this for us... You make known to me the path of
life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

But this part of our passage has two characteristics of the rule of Jesus Christ. It is a
righteous rule, but also an eternal rule, meaning it has existed and always will exist. The
last line of verse 12 summarizes this when it says, But you are the same, and your years
will have no end. The righteousness of God’s kingdom that Jesus rules over would have
far less meaning if it was limited in its duration. If there was a chance that evil could one
day overcome the sinless perfection of God and overthrow his kingdom, or that his
kingship would end through death or non-existence in some way, then what good is that
kingdom. But God’s kingdom is eternal, and his providence and sovereign reign over all



the universe is total, so Jesus’s reign is eternal. This gives us certainty that our future of
eternal life promised through faith, belief, in the begotten son, Jesus Christ is
certain,which gives us hope and brings us back to John 3:16. 16 “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only (again, this is the word begotten) Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

But the focus on the eternal Son brings us back to the different roles of the angels and
the Son of God with one final Scriptural reference to Psalm 110:1 in verse 13 "*And to
which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until | make your enemies a
footstool for your feet”? And closing with the words of verse 14 describing angels,

'* Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are

to inherit salvation? These final two verses show us the primary focus of the Son’s
rule and the angel’s ministry. The primary focus of Christ’s rule is justice. The enemies
of Christ and God will be made a footstool, in other words, they will be defeated. In the
end evil will not have the final say in this world, it will not ultimately prevail. There will
come a day when everyone of us will stand before God and whether we recognize him or
not, justice will be served. Philippians 2:10-11 tells us, “that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, "' and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” For those who are
saved, who have been declared to be righteous in Jesus Christ, that will be a declaration
of joy, as they are judged by Christ’s righteousness and not their own. But for those still
in their sin, it will be declaration that comes too late as they receive the punishment of
God’s wrath for their sin. But what then for the angels? Do they not matter at all?
Should we ignore their presence as Christians? No... we should rejoice in their existence
because they are sent out from God to serve God’s people! Jesus is better than angels,
but the angels purpose in their existence is serving God’s people and ministering to us
as God commands. Let’s see a few examples. We see protection they offer in 2Kings 6.
The king of Syria wants to capture Elisha, and sends a bunch of soldiers to do that. But
when Elisha’s servant becomes scared and asks what they should do, Elisha’s response
is seen in 2Kings 6:17 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, please open his eyes
that he may see.” So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. God had
sent powerful angels for his protection. But we also see angels giving comfort and
support. Jesus is our primary example of this after he is tempted in the wilderness with
no food for 40 days and nights, we read in Matthew 4:11, Then the devil left him, and
behold, angels came and were ministering to him. It even seems that angels are in some
ways assigned to watch over God’s people individually in some ways. We read in
Matthew 18:10 10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For | tell you
that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.
Apparently, we may have a specific angel assigned to us to watch over us in this life.
Finally, in Exodus 23:20 we see that God used an angel to lead his people, so he may
use them in some way to provide guidance to us. Exodus 23:20 says, Behold, | send an
angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that | have
prepared. So, Jesus is better. But when we know Jesus, the eternally begotten Son of
God, who rules and reigns as king, and we submit to his rule in our lives, we receive the
ministry of angels who support and minister to us in this life. Do you know Jesus? He is
better than whatever spiritual beings you may be worshipping, including angels, because
he is God. And the presence and work of God’s angels show his care and concern for
those who know Jesus. Let’s pray.



