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Jesus offers a better hope Hebrews 6:13-20

Please open your Bibles this morning to Hebrews 6:13-20. Hope, a reason to live and to
thrive and move forward is really what everyone in this world is looking for. For those
who have it, we don’t really think about it a lot, because it is something that is taken for
granted. We have a reason to get up in the morning, whether its family or friends or
work, there is something in our life that naturally just gives us a reason to keep going.
But for many others, the idea of hope is something that is constantly on their minds.
They dread getting out of bed. They have nothing that they find important or necessary
in their job. They are lonely, even with people all around them, because they always feel
like there are walls between them and others. Some turn to suicide or just existing and
going through life always looking for something to make life meaningful. Others are even
willing to pay for experiences that make them feel something that may not be real, but
provide them some distraction and seeming meaning in life. While everyone is searching
in some way for hope, whether they call it that or not, there is only one place to find real
and lasting hope that survives all the ups and downs of life. Our passage today in
Hebrews is talking about the real and better hope we have in Jesus Christ. It tells us
that Jesus offers a better hope because our God does not lie.

Let’s begin by reading this passage, Hebrews 6:13-20. "* For when God made a promise
to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by

himself, *saying, “Surely | will bless you and multiply you.” '* And thus Abraham,® having
patiently waited, obtained the promise. '° For people swear by something greater than
themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. '’ So when God
desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable
character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, '®so that by two unchangeable
things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have
strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. '° We have this as a sure
and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the
curtain, * where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high
priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. This passage is focused on hope. The key
verse is verse 18, “so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the
hope set before us.” That one verse wraps up the summary of this passage that Jesus
offers a better hope because our God does not lie. What we see in this passage is an
explanation of why we can trust God’s promise and how that leads to our hope we have
in Christ. The first reason that God’s promise gives us hope is that God’s promise is
based in the very nature of God himself. We see God’s promise being tied to God’s
character and nature throughout this passage. Look first back at verse 13. "°For when
God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he
swore by himself, "*saying, “Surely | will bless you and multiply you.” Going back to
chapter 4 where this current discussion really began we see a theme continue to
develop that our hope is rooted in the fact that Jesus is our High Priest. And that hope
is only certain if it is based on something certain. In this case it is based on the promise
of God, that Jesus is our eternal high priest. This focus on God’s promise in this
passage is what connects the rest of this passage about our great High Priest back to
the previous verses of warning and assurance. Verses 11-12 of chapter 6 ended by
focusing on God’s promise. Hebrews 6:11-12 says, '' And we desire each one of you to
show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, *so that
you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit
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the promises. So, God’s promise is explicitly tied to our hope, so we have to know that
our God is a promise keeping God. To show that we can trust God’s promise, the writer
goes back in Israel’s history to Abraham to show that God can be trusted. And he starts
by focusing on the nature of God himself that guarantees the truth of his promise. When
you take an oath or swear to something, such as in a court case, you are swearing that
what you are about to say and testify about is the absolute truth. That’s what verses
16-17 are talking about, '° For people swear by something greater than themselves, and
in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. " So when God desired to show
more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his
purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, The way you signify that you are telling the
truth is to swear on or to something greater. So, when | served in the US military, every
time | reenlisted or was promoted to the next rank as an officer, | took an oath that
ended with the words, “so help me God.” In many places in the world, you place your
hand on a Bible or some other supposed holy book or even the US Constitution at times
in the US. Of course, God is higher than any of those other items people swear on, but
the fact is that people swear on something considered an authority above them to
declare their truthfulness. But what about God? What does he do when he wants to
assure us of the truthfulness of what he says? He swears by himself because there is no
higher being in the universe to swear to.

But there is a larger point the writer is making for us by pointing to the fact that there is
no greater thing God himself can swear to. If there is no one greater, then God is in fact
the highest being in the universe and in fact controls everything about this universe and
our lives. We call this Sovereignty. It forms the basis of all of God’s other attributes.
When we say that God is sovereign, | agree with John Piper that we mean that nothing
can stop any act or event or purpose that God intends to happen or intends to bring
about. We see this most clearly in Job’s words to God in Job 42:2, “| know that you

can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. That is the Bible’s
definition of God’s sovereignty. If God swears by himself, he is swearing by his absolute
ability to do anything he desires to do. So, if God promises that he will provide an
eternal access to himself by a perfect High Priest Jesus Christ that will enable us to
approach the sovereign God of the universe and find hope because of that access to
God, we know with absolute certainty that he will do it! But that certainty of his promise
based on his character goes beyond even sovereignty. It is one thing for God to be
sovereign, but what if as part of that, he changed his mind all the time. One day we
could have access to him and the next we would not. But God’s sovereign purpose does
not change. That’s what verse 17 tells us that God has an “unchangeable character of
his purpose...” Not only is God’s promise certain because of His sovereign power to
back up that promise, but also because that promise is unchangeable. This is the nature
of God himself that backs up his promise he made in Jesus Christ. And that fact should
not be lost, that it is the nature of Jesus himself as God and what he accomplished on
the cross that forms the basis of this promise and of our hope. So verse 19 says, '*We
have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner
place behind the curtain... It is Jesus who enters into the inner place of the temple, the
holy of holies behind the curtain that was torn in two at his death. Just as a brief
reminder, this was considered the place of God’s presence on earth that could only be
entered once a year by the high priest. That heavy curtain that separated the holy of
holies from the rest of the temple was torn from top to bottom at Jesus’s death
signifying what Jesus had done at the cosmic level. And what he did was permanently



open the door for humans to enter God’s presence through the blood sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, who offers to be their High Priest. Jesus offers salvation to all who come to God
through him in repentance from their sin and believing that only by his sacrifice can our
sin be paid for. This gives us hope! It is an anchor for our lives no matter what we go
through.

And we need to look at hope as an anchor, because while it is an eternal hope, that
promise of eternity will sometimes seem empty when we face storms here on earth. This
speaks to the need for patience as we await the ultimate fulfillment of the promise
we have in Jesus Christ. Once again this is where the writer wants us to focus on the
example of Abraham as he waited for the fulfillment of the promise he received from
God. Look again at verse 15. '° And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the
promise. It’s been a long time since we looked at Genesis, so we probably need a review
of his life to think about what the writer has in mind here. Abraham is just living his life
when at 75 years old, God gives him a promise. Genesis 12:2 says, 2 And | will make of
you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. To be a great nation Abraham needs an heir, a son, to carry on the family line.
At 85 years old, that promise of a son is made even more clear in Genesis 15:4, And
behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very
own son[b] shall be your heir.” Unfortunately, his wife Sarai had not been able to have a
child, so this promise seems impossible. Time continues to go by with no children, and
there is even a lapse in trust and a lack of patience while waiting on that promise in
Genesis 16. Genesis 16:1-3 says, Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children.
She had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram,
“Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it
may be that | shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. But
finally after waiting 25 years, at 100 years of age, Abraham’s patience was rewarded.
Genesis 21:1-3 says, 21 Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the
Lord did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to
Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the
name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. Abraham waited a large part of his lifetime in
order to receive the promise from God. He waited until there was no physical way that
promise could come true. He didn’t wait perfectly, but the book of Hebrews is clear that
what characterized that wait was that he patiently waited. That patient waiting should
characterize the hope we have in the promise of God.

So far in this passage, we have seen that hope is based on a promise we have received
from an eternal, unchanging, sovereign God. And that we need to patiently await God’s
timing through the ups and downs of life to see that hope come to its ultimate
fulfillment. But now we need to understand what exactly the hope is that belongs to
believers because of the promise of God. The unfolding of that hope begins in verse
18. "®so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who
have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set
before us. Those two things that are unchangeable because they come from an
unchangeable God are His Word and the oath he made by his Word. One, the Word of
God, is implied from the earlier text that to make an oath means that God speaks. This is
also tying back to what the writer has already said previously about the Word of God in
Hebrews 4:12 being “living and active.” And the second is explicit in the text, the oath
that God makes to back up his promise. Then verse 19 makes clear where we run for



refuge and hope in the promise of God. ' We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor
of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, ? where Jesus has
gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order
of Melchizedek. Our hope lies in the fact that Jesus Christ died on the cross as the
perfect sacrifice for sin. It lies in the fact that as we pointed out earlier, his role as high
priest removed the veil in the temple and allowed all of us access to God. Through Jesus
and his sacrifice, we now enter directly into God’s presence not on our own merits but
on the blood of Christ where we receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need as
Hebrews 4:16 already told us. We won’t go over the significance again today, but this is
possible because Jesus was a sinless, eternal, priest and king “after the order of
Melchizedek.” Jesus opened the door for us to come to God. He went before us as our
“forerunner.” Before he died, there was hope, but it was not fully clear how that hope
for reconciliation with God and restoration from sin would happen. But after Jesus, we
know with certainty that our faith in Jesus Christ is what delivers us from our sin. Our
relationship with him allows us to follow him into the very presence of God.

And how does that bring hope? It gives us a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul. Life
will not always be like sitting on a boat in peaceful and calm waters. It will not always be
like a gentle canoe or paddle board on a beautiful calm river. Many times our lives will be
rocked by waves crashing against us, death, disease, relationship problems, job loss, so
many other crises in our lives can cause us to lose sight of God’s faithfulness and even
begin to lose hope when we take our eyes off of him. But it is at those times that Jesus
Christ our High Priest becomes like an anchor on a ship that keeps that ship from
moving even when the waves are crashing against it and pulling it to one side or another.
And here’s the thing about an anchor. You can’t see it doing its job. It digs into the
bottom of the ocean or the lake and provides a solid support for the boat against the
force of the water trying to make it crash into rocks or get pulled further out to sea. But
you trust that that anchor will hold, that no matter how much wind pushes against the
boat or how many waves crash against its hull, the anchor will keep it in place. After
spending two years on a ship, | can attest to the fact that even on a ship the size of an
aircraft carrier you can feel the movement of the ocean and the pounding of waves in a
storm. And in your life, you will feel the sorrow and suffering of the storms you go
through, but with Jesus as your anchor you will never lose sight of the one who controls
the wind and sea. And whether in life or in death in calm seas or crashing waves, we can
know that God is always there for us, and with Jesus as our High Priest we can
confidently come into his presence and cry out for help and grace in our time of need.
And when we do that, verse 18 promises us that when we flee or run to God through
Jesus, our High Priest, we find a place of refuge and strong encouragement so that we
can hold fast to the hope set before us. Let’s pray.



