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Hebrews 5:1-10 Jesus is a new Melchizedek ¥ TR(E. XILF¥EFODAICHD. FDH
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Turn in your Bibles today to Hebrews 5:1-10. The Bible contains a lot of characters.
Some of these we see in detail like David. King David has about 66 chapters of the Old
Testament covering his life, and he wrote 73 of the Psalms, so we know a lot about
David. Other characters barely get a mention. As we saw last week in the end of
Hebrews 4, the writer has introduced us to the idea that Jesus is our High Priest, and
our passage today in Hebrews 5 really begins a long section explaining how Jesus is our
Priest. One of the primary ways he does that is comparing Jesus with one of those
briefly mentioned characters in the Old Testament, Melchizedek. Genesis 14 gives us
everything we know about Melchizedek. Genesis 14:18-20 says, '° And Melchizedek king
of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) '* And he
blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor® of heaven and
earth; ®and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”
And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. The description of Melchizedek, although
brief, becomes very important to our understanding of who Jesus is as we will see in our
passage today here in Hebrews 5. Now up until this point, we have seen a series of
contrasts being made between Jesus and something else. Hebrews 1:1-2 draws a
contrast between prophets and Jesus. ---God spoke to our fathers by the

prophets,”but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son-:- That word but shows
a contrast that the Son, Jesus, is better. Hebrews 1:3-4 shows a contrast with angels
-+ After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, *having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs. Jesus is superior to angels. Hebrews 3:3 shows a contrast with
Moses. ®For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more
glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. Jesus is better,
worthy of more glory than Moses. But the pattern changes with Melchizedek. Jesus is
not being compared to Melchizedek and said to be better, but instead he is said to be
like Melchizedek. Today we will see that Jesus is the true High Priest— not like Aaron,
who was the first High Priest in Israel, but like Melchizedek: a sinless, royal, and eternal
priest who alone brings complete salvation.

Let’s begin reading Hebrews 5 with the first 3 verses. 5 For every high priest chosen
from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts
and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he
himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for
his own sins just as he does for those of the people. This chapter starts off by talking
about the high priest’s role for God’s people in Israel. But what we see in this
description is a high priest who could never be good enough. Once again, we see the
need for a priest in the first place. We as humans are separated from God by sin. We
cannot just enter into God’s presence on our own merits so we need a go-between,
something like a mediator, to go to God on our behalf. In the Old Testament, the priests
and especially the High Priests were the ones chosen for that role. The high priest
followed very specific rituals to demonstrate the need for holiness, sinlessness to enter
God’s presence and then would offer blood sacrifices to show the seriousness of human
sin that deserved death to pay for that sin. One of the benefits of having a human priest
is that while you are essentially confessing sin to that priest who will offer a sacrifice on
your behalf to a holy God who will forgive that sin, there is comfort in knowing that that
priest is human as well. As a fellow human who on a daily basis is directly accountable in
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a visible way for their holiness before God, the priests would have been more aware
than others of their sinfulness. In Leviticus 9 we see part of what it meant for the high
priest personally to carry out their role of offering sacrifices for sin. Leviticus 9:7 says, 7
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your
burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the
offering of the people and make atonement for them, as the Lord has commanded.” So,
before corporate confessions of sin, the priest was High Priest was expected to make
personal confession and sacrifice for sin. The writer of Hebrews notes that even here in
verse 3, he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of
the people. If each day, your duties involved personal confession before making
corporate or personal confession of sin abd sacrifice on behalf of others, then your own
sinfulness would be always at the forefront of your thoughts. The priest, aware of their
own sinfulness and unworthiness of approaching God, would be sympathetic and gentle
to those who had sinned.

It is noteworthy to point out here what type of sin, these verses refer to. It is with the
ignorant and wayward. This isn’t providing sympathy and grace and offering sacrifices
for those who are determined to continue in their sin. This is a person who is a true
follower of God who comes to realize that something they are doing in ignorance without
knowledge is in fact sin. Or the person who sins, but that is not the direction of their life.
They are wayward, they have gone off the path of righteousness, but their desire and
intent is to please God. This is how all of us who follow Jesus really are. We are truly
saved, atonement has been made on our behalf by Jesus Christ. If we are following him
then we are following him as our Lord and Savior and want to obey him, but we often
are wayward, out of weakness or ignorance. This is where the humanity of the High
Priest means something. And so it matters that Jesus became human. You can see how
the writer of Hebrews has carefully arranged his arguments going back to Hebrews 2
with Jesus’s humanity. He even says about Jesus being human in Hebrews 2:17,
Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become
a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins
of the people. So we turn to Jesus as our High Priest who tells us in Matthew 11:28-30,
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” This is our High
Priest who deals gently with us even though we sin in ignorance and because we choose
to stray from his path as a wayward child. Jesus has never known the weakness of sin,
but he has known the weakness of temptation, exhaustion, sorrow, pressure that regular
life in this world brings. And he says come to me and you will find a gentle High Priest
who offers forgiveness and access to our Creator

But Jesus is not just like Aaron and the human high priests after him, because while
experiencing human weakness, he was never beset with the weakness of his own sin.
This is why the writer of Hebrews wants us to see a different kind of priest, one who is
not trapped in the cycle of sin and necessary ongoing sacrifice for that sin. That priest
is Jesus, fully human, but without that weakness of sin. And the picture of Jesus is not
Aaron as the High Priest, but the priest Melchizedek, A Priest who is also appointed as
King. Let’s read verses 4-6 where he is introduced. 4 And no one takes this honor for
himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 So also Christ did not exalt
himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, “You are



my Son, today | have begotten you”; 6 as he says also in another place, “You are a
priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” Remember we are talking about Jesus
Christ being our high priest. But in these three verses there are two quotations from
Psalms that are pointing to the fact that Jesus is a very different high priest that those
who descend from Aaron appointed in Exodus. He is instead said to be in the order of
Melchizedek, not Aaron. We already pointed out in Genesis that Melchizedek was
unique. That passage we read in Genesis at the beginning that introduced Melchizedek
happened after Abraham had led an army made up of 318 of his trained servants in his
household to rescue his nephew Lot from 4 kings who had raided the city that Lot lived
in. We don’t have time to read it, but that event is found in Genesis 14. After that,
Abraham tithed or paid 10 percent of the treasure he captured from that event to
Melchizedek as an offering to God. Melchizedek is described as a King of Salem and
priest of God. It seems like God wanted this very small event to be included for eternity
in Scripture simply to point to Christ, in a way that would show his Messianic work as
our High Priest. In fact the only other time he is mentioned in the entire Bible is in Psalm
110:4 which the writer of Hebrews quotes in verse 6. Psalm 110 is a clearly Messianic
Psalm that has already been quoted once in Hebrews 1:13 in order to show that Jesus
is better than angels. The reason | say that from the very beginning, it seems that
Melchizedek is in the Bible specifically to point to Jesus is that both mentions of him are
doing that and although he seems clearly human, there is nothing that can put himin a
negative light. This absence of any known sin can give a clear connection to Christ as
not only a priest, but a priest separate from human sin. There are some, and | think in
the past myself as well, who have considered that Melchizedek may be an Old
Testament appearance of Jesus himself. But the way he is spoken of doesn’t seem to be
the same as the angel of the Lord references that seem clearer to be Jesus himself.

The primary point of difference that this reference to Melchizedek is pointing to is an
additional identity in addition to priest. It is identifying Jesus as being a priest, but also a
king. We see this in the two Old Testament passages quoted here. The first is in the
reference to Jesus being identified with Melchizedek as we have already pointed out. He
is called both priest and king, so Jesus is being identified in the same way as
Melchizedek. The second way that we see Jesus identified as king is in the first Psalm
quote from Psalm 2:7. “You are my Son, today | have begotten you.” We have to
remember that when a quote is made from the Old Testament particularly Psalms, for a
Jewish audience the entire passage would be in mind. And in Psalm 2, the focus is on
the Son being a king, not a priest. We see that when we drop back one verse in that
Psalm to Psalm 2:6, “As for me, | have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” These
references along with “exalting” and “honoring” in verses 4-5 point to Jesus being a
priest-king just like Melchizedek is identified in the Bible. But Jesus did not take this
honor on himself. Just like every part of God’s work in salvation, verse 5 says he was
appointed by God to this role of priest-king. Jesus was appointed by the Father, in
accordance with God’s eternal plan of salvation. As the eternal Son, he willingly
submitted to the Father’s will, and in his incarnate humanity, he perfectly obeyed and
fulfilled the priestly role appointed to him, and now is exalted by God the Father as king.

But the focus here has turned to the “forever” nature of Jesus’s priesthood. “You are a
priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” This priest unlike the Aaronic priests was
not limited by the space of a human life. Jesus has become a High Priest perfected for
an eternal office. Look at verses 7-10. 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up



prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him
from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he
learned obedience through what he suffered.9 And being made perfect, he became the
source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high
priest after the order of Melchizedek. Now we get to what makes Jesus the perfect and
eternal High Priest. And as we can see in this passage what leads to Jesus as priest is
his suffering, and we can assume his death as a result of his suffering. But it wasn’t just
the cross, it was the suffering from the knowledge of what his obedience to God the
Father’s will would bring. While it may have a broader context to Jesus’s full life, we see
this anguish that Jesus suffered clearly in the garden of Gethsemane before his death.
Matthew 26:37-39 talks about Jesus in the garden. 37 And taking with him Peter and
the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to
them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39
And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will.” This
sorrow was over the weight of bearing the sin of the world on the cross. But notice that
this sorrow is also connected to Jesus’s obedience. “Not as | will but as you will.” This is
the same thing we see in verse 8. Although he was a son, he learned obedience through
what he suffered. It seems strange to think of Jesus as obedient, but remember to be
fully human and sinless means that there has to be a human will that is obedient to
God’s will. So while the Son of God is fully of one will with God the Father, the Son
became human and as a human submitted his human will in obedience to God. This
makes him different than God the Father or God the Holy Spirit, in that as a fully
obedient human, who died for our sin, he can offer his own sacrifice to God as our
perfect High Priest. So by his suffering and death, he became our perfect High Priest.
But it is not a dead Savior who serves as our High Priest, it is a risen Savior. His
perfection came not by death alone, but by rising from the grave. God did not designate
a dead man to be our Savior, but one like Melchizedek who when we see him in Scripture
is very much alive. This means that our salvation is secure and permanent since the High
Priest is constantly going before God the Father on our behalf. No matter what comes in
life, our eternal salvation is secure because of the work of our eternal High Priest. But
on earth if Christ our High Priest suffered to be obedient to the Father, then how can
we who are called to be like Christ expect anything different. Obedience can and often
will bring suffering. To have Jesus as the High Priest whose sacrifice and mediation to
God brings salvation means to follow Jesus as king. And this is not to follow a path to an
easier life, but to a glorious life that brings glory to the one who appointed Christ as
High Priest and us to be recipients of his grace that comes through his death and
resurrection. That death is what we remember in this communion meal. | invite you to
join us in this meal today if you are follower of Christ who has repented of sin and
trusted Christ, and then been obedient in being baptized. While we welcome those who
are not members of YIBC to participate, this meal connects us with the local Body of
Christ where we should be participating as members. For parents, the best way to show
children the importance of this meal is to not allow them to participate when they are
not ready. After | pray the Deacons will distribute the bread and cup from the 4 corners
of the sanctuary and then we will eat and drink the bread and cup together. Let’s pray.



