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Hebrews 4:11-13 God's powerful Word [(3hIcHhH D@D &(E

Open your Bibles this morning to Hebrews 4:11-13. | know these are the same verses
we ended with last week as we talked about rest, but there is more here as we consider
just the idea of God’s Word in these verses. Now before we do that remember the
context of what came before this. The writer was quoting from Psalm 95, and in
Hebrews 4:7 says, “Today, if you hear his voice do not harden your hearts.” These
verses then are connected to the idea that God speaks and we should listen and obey. In
the past God spoke through Moses and the prophets, but now we read those same
words in the Bible along with all the other words that God intended for us to have, and it
is the same as hearing his voice speak to us today. | want to start at verse 11, which
connects these verses about the Word of God back to the broader context of rest. '' Let
us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of
disobedience. One point | did not make clearly last time we addressed this is the fact
that there is a comparison being drawn between the rest we find in Christ and the work
of trying to provide for our own salvation by keeping the law. Then given that context to
obey the gospel that leads to rest, rather than tradition that leads to work, we come to
verses 12-13 that speak specifically of the Bible, the Word of God. Let’s now read these
verses. '>For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. > And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all
are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. In these two
verses, the writer is explaining why it is so dangerous to not enter into God’s rest. We
ended the last sermon from Hebrews pointing out that to not enter God’s rest is to not
believe in Jesus Christ and unbelief is disobedience. Disobedience to God is fatal,
because the Word of God is powerful and you cannot escape the punishment that it
reveals again sin. Today | want to focus on where the power of the Word of God
comes from, and what that means for us as we read and apply God’s powerful Word.

Verses 12-13 begin with the words, “...the Word of God...” and that is where we actually
need to start to understand why God’s Word is powerful and should be obeyed. The
Word of God could be thought of as the Word that God speaks. And that is important
because we should not see the Bible, the Word of God as separate from God himself.
The words a person speaks or writes could be thought of as being that person since
those words reflect their thoughts and attitudes. | like the Japanese author, Shusaku
Endo. Endo wrote a lot of non-fiction, but probably most people, especially those
reading in English, are most familiar with his fiction works. And while Silence is of course
his most famous, | think all of his novels are really good. Now of course, | never met
Shusaku Endo. He died while | was in college. And even if | had, there is no way | could
have actually gotten to really know him. But even in his fiction writing, the real thoughts
and ideas of the man Endo are present, especially ones related to culture, religion and
Christianity as experienced through Roman Catholicism. The Bible is completely non-
fiction. There are parables that Jesus tells, but as our Statement of Faith the Baptist
Faith and Message puts it, The Bible is... truth, without any mixture of error. The reason
we can say that is because it is the Word of God or the Word that God himself has
spoken. Of course, we believe that the way he spoke this Word was through human
authors. But notice what we read about how those human authors wrote in 2Peter 1:20-
21. 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's
own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men



spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. So, yes there are human
authors, but not a single one of those authors wrote anything that was different than
what God intended to be written under the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit. We call
that guidance the theological word, “inspiration.” And the inspiration of Scripture by the
divine leading of the Holy Spirit means that it IS the Word of God.

As verse 12 continues we see a description of what the Word of God does in our lives.
And as the Word of God it shares the same characteristics of God. So, it begins with the
word, “living.” Just as God is living, his Word is living. And as something that is alive in
the same sense that God is alive, that Word is “active.” God is not just sitting around in
Heaven somewhere watching things in this world unfold, he is actively pursuing his
purposes by his sovereign providence over everything in the world. And the work he
chooses to do inside of us, he does through His Word! The rest of these two verses are
explaining that work within us, but we should not too quickly skip over this idea that
God’s Word is living and active. We do so many things in our lives to try to change
ourselves for the better. We try to eat healthy, okay, some of you more than me. We try
to exercise. We take vitamins. Some people meditate in various ways. We read and try
to educate ourselves or train our minds to think in certain ways. Counseling can fall into
that category of things in our lives. None of those things are bad, but how much better
is the work of God himself in the lives of those he created! Remember God is the one
who created us. In fact, to the prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1:5, God said, “Before |
formed you in the womb | knew you, and before you were born | consecrated you; |
appointed you a prophet to the nations.” And each one of us has been specially created
by God...he knew us before our birth...he formed us for his glory. And if God our creator
then gives us a book that is living and active so it can work in our lives, then that book
that speaks directly to us from our creator should be primary in speaking into our life.

As this passage continues, we see how the Bible works within us. The writer describes
the Word of God as sharper than any two-edged sword. | talked about this in the last
sermon from Hebrews from the perspective that the two sides of the sword offer two
very different applications depending on our obedience to the gospel. If we read the
Word of God or hear it proclaimed and we accept its claims that we are created beings
who have sinned against a holy God and in need of a salvation from our sin that cannot
come from within us. And if in response to that understanding we also believe and
accept the message of the gospel that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners
according to 1Timothy 1:15. And then we respond in obedience by believing in Jesus,
the outcome will be the one described in John 3:16, 16 “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. But for those who choose to not accept the bible’s claims or obey its call to
faith in Christ, the Bible with the other side of the blade declares in John 3:18 Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. The main idea of
scripture that runs through the entire Bible is redemption. We see the need for it in the
creation and fall, the provision for it in creating a people of God in Israel to bring a
Savior into the world in Jesus, the act of redemption in the crucifixion and resurrection
and the goal of redemption in God’s eternal glory with his saints for eternity. But in that
grand narrative of redemption, God reveals himself to us in ways that shape us into the
people of God. But it doesn’t just shape a people, it shapes and changes a person to be
the person God wants us to be. So, it can be like the executioner’s sword bringing



justice against sinners or it can be the surgeon’s scalpel, reaching into us to uncover
and convict us of specific sins in our lives and remove them by the Holy Spirit’s power.
This is seen in the words that describe this sword as, piercing to the division of soul and
of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the
heart.

Because God’s Word is from God himself, it is living and actively working to reveal God
to us and expose the real us in light of that holy God. That means that in God’s Word,
we find God speaking to us and telling us what we need to hear that will align us more
closely with his holiness and purposes as we obey that Word. Sometimes that means
that we need the glaring light of God’s Word to expose sin that we think is hidden to
anyone but us. Sometimes we need that same Word to carefully help us divide between
right and wrong, ethical and unethical actions that are hard to determine. Other times it
is the comfort of a Psalm that assures of God’s presence like Psalm 23:4, Even though |
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. Remember that when you read those words,
you are reading the very Words of the all knowing God, who indwells you by his Spirit
and knows the very thoughts and intentions of your heart, so he can say exactly what
needs to be said to you in your time of need. And yet, our Bibles too often sit neglected.
All of God’s Words available to us at our fingertips, even on our phones, that God
desires to share with us and to speak to us, to work his glory in our lives. We neglect
that word at our peril. That is the point of verse 12. Some have tried to use the words
here to make a doctrinal point about humans having a separate soul and spirit, but it
seems like the writer is simply using related terms to show the precision and detail that
God’s Word has when it is used as a sword in judgment. It is the same for joints and
marrow. In reality, there is not one particular point where you could cut and separate
joint flesh from the flesh of marrow in a human body. The details are not meant to be
scientific or theological, but to graphically picture the way that the Word of God
penetrates the deepest part of who we are.

And the writer wants to be clear that that penetration by God’s Word means that we
cannot hide who we are from God. Verse 13 closes this thought with that idea. '° And no
creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to
whom we must give account. | pointed out two weeks ago from these verses that this
means you can’t hide from God. And while you may be able to fool others even in the
church that you are one of God’s people, you can’t fool God as to your true spiritual
state. But this passage is not just a negative warning of judgement, but a positive
statement that God knows us...and that is a good thing! Notice first that the writer has
moved smoothly from talking about the Word of God to talking about God himself. He
says, “his sight” and “eyes of him.” This again shows the close connection of God’s
Word to God himself. You really cannot separate the two, meaning that God’s perfection
is inherent in His Word. But how do we see this final verse in a different light than just
judgement. Its in the point that John Calvin makes in his Institutes in the section on
knowing God and knowing ourselves. He points out that “it is certain that man never
achieves a clear knowledge of himself unless he has first looked on God’s face, and then
descends from contemplating him to scrutinize himself.” | would summarize this by
saying, “The clearer our view of God, the clearer our view of ourselves, our sin, our
need, and our dependence on Him.” We cannot know ourselves and what is best for us
apart from knowing God. So, the Word of God becomes absolutely vital to that



understanding of ourselves. And the Word of God then becomes a gift from God himself
so that we do not go down the path of disobedience that Israel took which has been the
focus of much discussion that has come before these verses. Through God’s Word, we
come to learn of him and to trust him, no matter what his providence is taking us
through in our lives. The more come to learn of him and trust him, our satisfaction in him
grows. He becomes all that we want and need, the deepest desires of our heart are
fulfilled in him. This is why we must be students of God’s Word. The truth or doctrines
found within it must remain central in our lives. And what is central to the Scriptures
should become primary in our lives. And the central message of Scripture is not a thing,
it is a person, Jesus Christ. Being in the Word of God leads us to Christ, and then to
Christlikeness once we believe in him. Jesus is the incarnate Word of God made flesh.
John 1:14 says, 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. Our goal as
the people of God, who are followers of Christ, is to be like Jesus Christ. And in order to
be like the Word who became flesh to die for us, we must study and know the written
Word that reveals that Word to us. Let’s be people of the Word, in God’s Word, to know
God’s Word, Jesus Christ and have our lives changed by that powerful Word. Let’s pray.



