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2" Mark of a Healthy Church - Gospel Doctrine Titus 2:1-15
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Turn in your Bibles to Titus 2:1-15. Today, we will have the second message in our
sometimes monthly series covering the 9 Marks of a healthy church. Once again, these
principles are coming from this book, “What is a Healthy Church” which is available on
our book loan shelves and is being translated into Japanese. The goal of these messages
is to be a healthy church that is defined as “... a congregation that increasingly reflects
God’s character as his character has been revealed in his word.” In the first sermon, |
mentioned that there are two core principles that the other 7 really come from. The first
was Expositional Preaching. The second core mark of healthy church and the one we will
cover today is “Gospel Doctrine.” In order to see what this mark is all about we will again
go to one passage of Scripture. Today we will look at Titus 2:1-15, and see the reason
that gospel doctrine is of primary importance to the health of the local church.

Chapter 2 of Titus begins with these words of verse 1. 2 But as for you, teach what
accords with sound doctrine. Titus was a young pastor that Paul was mentoring. Titus
had accompanied Paul to the island of Crete, and Paul left him there to lead the young
church that had been started on that island. New believers had been baptized and as
should be normal in missions to unreached people, those new believers formed a church
or perhaps several churches. As the letter to Titus opens in chapter 1, Paul lays out
what he should look for in Elders for the church. Then he talks about why this is so
important, because there are false teachers even at this early point in the church’s
history that could mislead new believers. So chapter 2 begins with telling us how you
protect the church from this false teaching. Paul is concerned with the health of this
young church, and the first protection for this church’s health is the teaching of
sound doctrine. Right at the top of Paul’s list for protecting this church is selecting the
right leaders who will teach the right doctrine. Doctrine is the teaching of the church. It
is everything we believe about the God that we see in the Bible, and is the teaching we
derive about God and the universe from the Bible. The core of the gospel has already
been preached and believed, but believing the gospel and being baptized is only the
beginning of the journey with Christ. The Gospel has implications for life so preaching
gospel doctrine does not end at salvation. So, Paul tells Titus as a clear guideline for
pastoring this church that his teaching should be centered on “sound doctrine.” This
“sound doctrine” is clearly contrasted with the teaching of the false teachers in chapter
1 of Titus. And in this case we actually know some of the substance of the false
teaching. Titus 1:10 says, '°For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers
and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision party. ' They must be silenced, since
they are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to
teach. At least partially the false teaching was that of the judaizers, the same false
teaching that the book of Hebrews is written to combat. These were men coming in and
teaching that to be a Christian you had to follow Old Testament law. Once again,
showing us that false teaching can sometimes even come from those using the Bible to
teach the errors.

Before getting to an actual description of what Gospel doctrine is, though, Paul moves
first to showing why this is important to our lives. There are plenty of Christians that
believe any discussion of teaching of doctrine is boring and impractical. But in fact the
teaching of doctrine is what determines not just what we believe, but how we live. The
church members live out the implication of Gospel Doctrine. Read verses 2-10 where



it describes this. ?Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in
faith, in love, and in steadfastness. ° Older women likewise are to be reverent in
behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, *and
so train the young women to love their husbands and children, °to be self- controlled,
pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of
God may not be reviled. ° Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. * Show
yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show
integrity, dignity, ®and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent
may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us. °Bondservants™ are to be
submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not
argumentative, '°not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may
adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. Before Paul tells us exactly which doctrines we
are supposed to teach and defend, he tells us why this important. Like this entire
passage, it is connected back to the first chapter by the last verse of Titus 1, verse

16, They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable,
disobedient, unfit for any good work. Remember this a description of those who teach
and believe false doctrine. Their beliefs are reflected in how they live their lives.
Ultimately, they are “unfit for any good work.”

But true gospel doctrine has a different result. In every demographic in the church, the
commitment to the truth leads to a different result that reflects real Christlikeness. Let’s
just summarize what we see here about the work and the lifestyles that each group lives
out. Older men demonstrate a serious minded wisdom that demonstrates a knowledge of
the faith in Christ they confess. They do this with a love and commitment or
steadfastness to others in the church rather than the self-centeredness that can
sometimes happen as we men get older. Gospel doctrine affects older women by
causing them to be “reverent in behavior.” This means that they act in a way that is
appropriate for a person who is regarded as holy. With older women, Paul actually
spends 3 verses describing their actions, showing how important their role was in the
early church. So many of you ladies are raising your sons and daughters to be godly
men and women, even in the absence of a Christian husband. And there are many of us
who can remember Godly grandmothers who influenced us to follow Christ. For me, my
mother’s devotional life at the kitchen table in the early morning with her Bible open
made a huge impact on me at a young age. A wife and mother who manages her home
and loves her husband and children well should never feel like you are not contributing
to your family. My ministry as a pastor is not possible without Beth’s love and support in
our home. And while each woman is different and has different roles and responsibilities,
you are fulfilling God’s purpose for your life in your home and in your submission to your
husband, just as much as any job you may have. Of course, there are many other roles
you can have as well in the workplace and in the church, but God has given you a unique
role in your home that is different than your husband. In the church, there is an
expectation that older women should be teaching and helping younger women to grow in
their faith. Of course Elders are responsible to teach the entire church, but older
spiritually mature women have a special place in the teaching of other women.

Then Paul speaks specifically to young men, and it seems that Paul may be including
Titus in this group in verse 6 “younger men to be self-controlled. " Show yourself in all
respects to be a model of good works...” Then he talks about their teaching, and it likely
is talking about teaching the Scripture in the end of verse 7 and 8. “...in your
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teaching show integrity, dignity, ®and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that
an opponent may be put to shame...” There are so many young men, even in ministry
that are arrogant and do not display the dignity of the ministry of the Word of God that
pastoral ministry needs. The way they say things, the lack of self-control in their words
leads to places where there lives can be condemned and they can be attacked by
enemies, not for the gospel but for their poor choice of language. So young men are
warned to show self-control. But Paul goes even further, what about those whose life
situation is difficult or even not ideal or unwanted. That is who he addresses with the
final group, “bondservants.” The word used here is also the word for slave although we
don’t always translate the word slave in English because of connotations of American
and European types of slavery which was different from that practiced in the Roman
empire. While slavery may not have been quite as brutal as other forms of slavery
practiced in history, the fact remains it was not a situation you could leave except under
very specific conditions. You were responsible to provide service and obedience to a
master who may or may not have had your best interest in mind. And yet these slaves or
bondservants were still told to be submissive, ... pleasing, and not argumentative. They
were also told not to pilfer or steal from their master. So even in your employment,
including the most difficult employment situation, the teaching of the Gospel makes a
difference to how we live it out.

But beyond the actual descriptions of how true gospel doctrine changes how we live, we
need the notice why this is important. The ultimate goal is not just a different way of
living, it is actually the increase of the gospel itself. Look at the three purpose
statements that show up in verses 2-10, Why does it matter how older men and women
act? In verse 5 it says, that the word of God may not be reviled. And why does it matter
how younger men act? As verse 8 says, so opponents of the gospel have... nothing evil
to say about us. And why does it matter how bondservants live out their faith? Verse
10, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. How we live
can give an opening for the gospel. It allows the Word of God to be well thought of. It is
interesting that even here in Japan | have heard of several situations where people did
not believe the gospel but appreciated the Bible’s message enough to respect
Christianity. And it is not just the Bible, but Christians ourselves that get opportunities
to be heard, because they respect our lives. They can say no evil about us. And finally, it
makes the gospel beautiful. This message that Jesus died for sinful humanity to
reconcile us to our Creator is already the most beautiful message in the world, but how
we live our lives draws people to the beauty of that message. Does the way we live our
lives make others want to see know what it is that makes our lives different from the
world around us? That is the Gospel doctrine of God our Savior that we want to share
with them.

And after sharing how that message changes our lives, the apostle Paul now reminds
Titus what that message is. This is the gospel doctrine that the church protects and
proclaims. Look at verses 11-14. " For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions,
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, ° waiting for our
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus

Christ, "*who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. In What Is a
Healthy Church? Mark Dever identifies five truths or doctrines about God that form the



core gospel doctrine unfolded in the Bible. These truths support everything else the
Bible teaches. They define both the God we worship and the message we proclaim. And
in these words to Titus, we see all five. First, the God of the Bible is the Creator. From
the opening words of Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning, God created the Heavens and the
earth,” Scripture declares that God is the source of all things. Here in Titus, this means
that he is the source of salvation, for “the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation.” We could not save ourselves, so the Creator made a way to rescue sinners
and restore them to himself. Second, the God of the Bible is holy. Why do we need
salvation at all? Because God is perfectly holy, while humanity rebelled against him in
Adam and continues in sin. As Romans 3:23 says, all [of us] have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God. God defines what is right, and when we go against him, we sin.
Therefore we need grace that trains or makes it possible for us “to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions,” so that sinners may be made pure before a holy God.
Third, the God of the Bible is faithful. We were unfaithful to our Creator, but God
remained committed to the people he made. From Genesis onward, he gave promises
and covenants declaring that he would redeem sinners. In Christ, God keeps every
promise, for “Jesus Christ... gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and
to purify for himself a people.” God’s faithfulness is fully displayed in Jesus Christ.
Fourth, the God of the Bible is loving. Titus says we now live “waiting for our blessed
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” We did not
deserve salvation, yet God poured out his grace through Christ to save us and give us
hope for this life and the next. Such grace is the love of God toward sinners. Fifth, the
God of the Bible is sovereign. By his own power and purpose, God accomplished
salvation. Christ came “to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are
zealous for good works.” God did this, not us. We are the recipients of his grace, now
living changed lives that display the power of the gospel as described in verses 2-10.

Creator, holy, faithful loving and sovereign and this all comes together in Jesus Christ.
Where a holy God loves you so much that he chose you by his sovereign choice to save
you and to give you a new life. He saves you by sending Jesus Christ, God the Son
himself to die in your place on a cross while bearing your sin and penalty for it. Old Sins
forgiven New life begun. A personal relationship with your God your creator now and
forever. This is the gospel doctrine that every church that is healthy proclaims. We don’t
shrink back from this message, but declare it boldly and with authority with our words
and with our lives so that people take notice and are challenged with the truth. So verse
15 ends really in the same place verse 1 began, But as for you, teach what accords with
sound doctrine. We now read Paul’s challenge to Titus that in his teaching of sound
doctrine he is to... '*Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no
one disregard you. The preaching from this pulpit, the teaching in our classrooms and
the lives we live both gathered as the body and scattered across our city as the church
should proclaim this gospel doctrine. This is both a challenge to us to live in this way,
and to protect the church’s teaching to never depart from these great truths. Let’s

pray.



