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Hebrews 3:7-19 Jesus creates a better people 1 TR (&, (EDNCT<NicBORERD
<6Nn3

Turn with me in your Bibles to Hebrews 3:7-19. If you remember from last Sunday,
Hebrews 3 begins with an explanation that Jesus is building a house. That house is the
people of God, that began with the people of Abraham. We saw that back in Hebrews 2,
verse 16, where those who follow Christ are called the “offspring of Abraham...” The
next two sermons are going to focus on these people of God. This first sermon today is
focusing on the fact that Jesus creates a better people. It may be tempting to think
that it would have been better to be Jewish. Think about all the history that connected
them with God. They were entrusted through Moses with the Ten Commandments. They
were given the passover and other feasts that set them apart as the people of God and
pointed to the way that salvation would be offered to the world through Jesus,
Abraham’s descendent. Even today, there are Christians who would look to Messianic
Judaism as a better form of Christianity because it combines Jewish practice with belief
in Jesus as the Messiah. But the writer of Hebrews is saying that to be the people of
God, related to him through the blood of Jesus Christ is better than to have a Jewish
ethnic identity. It is being the people of God that provides the assurance and proof of
our relationship with God and our identification as one of the offspring of Abraham.

This passage gives us 3 core identifying marks that we are the people of God. The first
mark we see is that God’s people are marked by a soft heart. We see this as we begin
reading verses 7-11 of Hebrews 3. Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you
hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in
the wilderness, 9 where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty
years. 10 Therefore | was provoked with that generation, and said, ‘They always go
astray in their heart; they have not known my ways.” 11 As | swore in my wrath, ‘They
shall not enter my rest.”” Now, verse 7 clearly connects back to verse 6 which ends by
saying, “And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in
our hope.” It is our faith in Jesus Christ that shows that we are part of the house of
God, which is the people of God. But now quoting from Psalm 95, the writer of Hebrews
is encouraging these Christians to keep a soft heart to God’s instruction. The idea of a
soft heart implies obedience. This will be explicitly clear in verse 18 where unbelief is
called disobedience. The writer gives a negative example of what this looks like in God’s
people by going back once again to their ethnic history, that these Hebrew Christians
were well aware of. He quotes from Psalm 95:7-11. The passage in Psalm 95 reads very
much like what we read here in Hebrews, but the way the Psalmist begins verse 7 that
goes into the quote in Hebrews is with these words, For he is our God, and we are the
people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. In both contexts, God is speaking to
his people. God communicates with his people and does not leave them or us without his
guidance. But how we respond to that guidance shows whether we are truly the people
of God. The real people of God do not harden their hearts in rebellion against God,
instead they obey the voice of God. | say that because in the negative example of the
people of Israel, those who were ethnically but not truly part of the people of God were
described as going... “astray in their heart; they have not known my ways.”

As I’'ve mentioned before, one of the reasons | chose to move to Hebrews after going
through Exodus is the many connections Hebrews has to Exodus in the comparisons to
Jesus that are made. Here is another one. Both the Psalmist and the writer of Hebrews
are both going back to the wilderness wanderings when the people of Israel rebelled



against God. They were being directly led through the wilderness every day. They were
receiving manna fresh from heaven to eat every morning. They had seen Moses walk
into the presence of God on Mount Sinai and bring back the law of God given directly to
him for them. And they had stood on the edge of the promised land and seen the fruit
that the promised land would produce. Even in the face of all that knowledge of God,
they rebelled and refused to enter the land, and God punished them. In many ways, their
actions were actually ones of obedience. They ate the manna. They followed Moses. To
all the non-Jewish nations, they were truly the people of God. But God sees the heart,
while man only sees the actions. As God tells the prophet Samuel in 1Samuel 16:7, For
the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord
looks on the heart.” Truly Godly obedience comes from a pure heart. Ezekiel 36:26
makes clear that a new heart, a pure heart comes only by a work of God. 26 And | will
give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will remove the heart of
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And 2Corinthians 5:17 tells us this
new heart is part of a whole new life 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. This soft heart, this new
heart, this obedient heart only comes through Jesus Christ. It is not ethnicity that makes
us the people of God, but a relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ. That
faith in Christ brings a new heart.

But remember Hebrews has already introduced us to the truth that in Jesus we are part
of a new family with Jesus as our brother. So the new heart we receive through Jesus
Christ is meant to be lived with other people. Moses was not the one Israelite. The
people of Israel together were the people of God. Clearly, it was a mixed people. Some
were the true people of God, while many others were simply ethnically Israel. To some
extent, the church is the same today. Our goal should be as much as we are able to to
have the visible church reflect the true church, the true people of God. So, we hear a
person’s clear testimony of faith. We see a public profession of faith in baptism. We
practice church discipline so that as a body we publicly say that a person’s life does not
give evidence of their words affirming their faith. Whether it is for unrepentant ongoing
sin or absence from the body for an extended period so we are unable to see evidence
of their faith, we try to give a clear testimony that those who are members of YIBC are
true people of God. But it also means that the second core mark of being the people
of God, is that we persevere together in our faith. That’s what we see in verses 12-
15. 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading
you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it
is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For
we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the
end. 15 As it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the
rebellion.” How do we keep our hearts pure and our faith strong? We do it together!
“exhort one another everyday, as long as it is called “today...” The life of the people of
God which is now identified by the church is one that is meant to be lived in community.
This life will bring discouragement. It will bring temptation to not believe that God is at
work or in charge. But every week when we gather, we come together to use the gifts
of the Spirit given to each of us to serve each other in love. We do this to encourage or
exhort each other to keep on going, and not give up no matter how hard the journey has
been the past week.



The writer points out that sin can deceive us. It can deceive us into thinking that life
would be easier to simply give into temptation, to do what everyone else is doing so that
we do not stand out. Ultimately, at the core Satan is trying to get us to sin by convincing
us that God is different than who he says he is. He first deceived Eve by asking the
question in Genesis 3:1-4 “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in
the garden, 3 but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” 4 But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die. The more we stay connected to the Body of Christ, the
harder it is for Satan to deceive us. When we gather weekly to be refreshed through the
reading of the Word, the praying of the Word, the Singing of the Word and the
preaching of the Word of God, the more God’s Word saturates our lives. And the more
we understand and obey that Word, it then protects us against sin. But even the
application of the Word of God to our lives is to be done in community. Ephesians 5:19
says that our singing of God’s Word is done to each other as well as to God. 19
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody to the Lord with your heart... Why is this involvement in the Body of Christ, the
church, so important? It is because as verse 14 says, ...we have come to share in Christ.
We are in Christ and Christ is in us through the Holy Spirit, and together we build up
each other’s faith to keep going and not fall away from our faith in Christ.

That brings up a different point though that should be addressed. Can we fall away
from the living God? Some have taken this passage and others like it to teach that you
can lose your salvation. But we have to see it in context with what comes before and
after. This falling away comes from an unbelieving heart. It is a lack of real faith. All
through not only Hebrews, but the entire Bible, it is clear that what connects us to
Christ and therefore to God, is faith. Just look again at verse 14. For we have come to
share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. It is that
confidence or faith in Christ that connects us to him. The proof of real faith, though, is
involvement in the community of Christ, not a decision to believe, that you think you
made. Going back to what | said before, this is why we try to be diligent in ensuring that
only those who are truly walking with Christ are members of the local church. The
church is essentially telling the world, these people are Christians. When the church
disciplines someone out of the church, we are removing our assertion that they are
Christ’s. Ultimately, we do not know a person’s heart or their faith, but we should see
evidence of it. One of those evidences is participation in the church. So, 1John says
someone who rejects their faith as evidenced by rejecting the church shows they never
had authentic faith. 1John 2:19 says, 19 They went out from us, but they were not of
us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out,
that it might become plain that they all are not of us. But we must affirm that there is a
tension where we must be mindful to guard our hearts against unbelief. Our salvation
and place in Christ is guaranteed by God’s sovereignty in salvation, and affirmed by the
church. But we are also told once again in verse 15, quoting Psalm 95:7-8 15 As it is
said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” It’s not
now I’m saved and can do anything | want because “once saved, always saved.” It’s a
recognition that we need Christ and each other to continue to persevere in our faith,
knowing that Christ will never let go of those who are truly his through faith. As Jesus
says, in John 6:37, All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to
me | will never cast out.



And what an incredible truth that is. It is where this passage today ends and next weeks
passage takes us. The final core mark of being God’s people is rest, eternal and
present Sabbath rest in Christ. Read verses 16-19 of Hebrews 3 to wrap this up.

16 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt
led by Moses? 17 And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with
those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear
that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see
that they were unable to enter because of unbelief. Once again using the example of the
Israelites who rebelled in the wilderness, we see the connection between the lack of
faith, unbelief, and disobedience. Next week, we will focus more closely on the idea of
rest, but for now, we need to see that for the people of God, there is rest that God is
leading towards. For the people of Israel it was a physical promised land described as
flowing with milk and honey. It would be a permanent place for Israel to worship God and
experience his blessing as they brought glory to him. This pictures the rest we find in
Jesus Christ. Now, of course there is definitely a future aspect to this promised rest,
which is pointing towards the ultimate rest in Heaven. But it also seems clear that there
is a present sense of rest, a peace, we can experience in Jesus. The passage that we
will be in next week includes Hebrews 4:3 that says, For we who have believed enter
that rest... This is present tense, its not just a future hope; it’s a present hope, and
therefore a present rest. A constant state of anxiety is not how God intends the
Christian to live. While many of course struggle with those feelings and emotions, there
is real rest for those who follow Christ. Of course, we will face those things in our lives
that will cause stress and anxiety, but with Christ, we can fully rest in him with a peace
that passes all understanding. So Philippians 4:7 says “the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

But as we see over and over again in Hebrews, the key to being the people of God, the
better people that Jesus creates is Jesus Christ himself. Without faith in Jesus Christ,
there is no pure heart. Without faith in Jesus Christ, you may attend church, but you are
not part OF the church, the Body of Christ. And without faith in Jesus Christ, you will
never enter into his rest. And as verse 19 makes clear that rest, the church, and a clean
heart are closed to you because of a lack of faith. And who is it that we called to believe
in, to trust in? Jesus Christ! God wants us to come to share in Christ... (verse 14). We
do that through faith also clear in verse 14 as it ends, if indeed we hold our original
confidence firm to the end. The problem is that in our sin we continue to disobey God.
You may say, I’'m not disobeying God. As verse 18 makes clear when connected with
verse 19, unbelief is disobedience. 18 And to whom did he swear that they would not
enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were unable
to enter because of unbelief. Unbelief is disobedience. The longer you reject Jesus, the
more you remain disobedient to God and outside of his family and his people. To those
who know Jesus, this Word encourages you to remain faithful to the church. But for
those who have not repented of their sin, and obeyed the gospel by believing in Jesus,
the message is clear - turn to Christ. Repent of your sin and believe that Jesus died for
your sin. Let’s pray



