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Hebrews 3:1-6 Jesus is the Better Moses 1 TR (F. [FHHCTNIEE—T

Turn in your Bibles to Hebrews 3:1-6. As we look at this passage today, its important to
remember who originally received this letter from whoever wrote it. The original
recipients were Jewish Christians likely living in Rome, that’s why the name Hebrews,
because Hebrews, or Jewish people, were those who received it. If you are Jewish,
everything about your culture and background is wrapped up in your religion. It was in
some ways like being Japanese. There is often an assumption that Japanese people are
connected to Shinto and Buddhism culturally, even if they are not personally practicing
or believing. Just as community life in Japan for centuries has centered around
celebrations (matsuri) that came into existence through the local Shinto shrines, and
ceremonies for life occasions like SHICHI GO SAN... Jewish life centered around their
religious life. Now I’'m not equating the true God of the Bible with false religion, but the
Jewish faith with a rejection of the Messiah, Jesus is false as well. But if you are Jewish
at that time, even as a Christian, there would be a strong pull back to religious identity
of being Jewish. In other words, a return to Moses and the Mosaic law. The writer of
Hebrews will make clear in this passage that to return to Moses would be to reject
the access to God we have through Jesus, who is the better Moses. As we will see in
these verses today that message is still for us today.

Let’s see why this is by reading these 6 verses. Therefore, holy brothers,"” you who
share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our
confession, ?who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful
in all God's™ house. ®For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as
much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. * (For
every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) *Now Moses was
faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken
later, °but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed
we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.”” What leads into this
discussion, is the word “therefore” connecting these verses to what came before.
Chapter 2 ends on a note that Jesus is the perfect human high priest who can be our
substitute on the cross because of his humanity. This then leads into how Jesus being
our high priest means we share in his calling, which is a calling to eternal glory. This part
we have in Jesus’s calling is similar to what Moses experienced, but different as well. So,
the writer begins with first showing that Jesus and Moses are similar, before
pointing out the difference that makes Jesus better. We see this in verse 1, starting
where we are told to consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, ?who
was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all

God's"™ house. This comparison of Jesus and Moses is going to revolve around this idea
of God’s house. The way that God’s house is being used in this context is that God’s
house is a way of saying God’s people. Moses was the obedient and faithful servant who
led God’s people to the edge of the promised land and prepared them to go inside. But
he died before God’s house, his people were fully delivered into the promised land. Jesus
was also faithful to His call, but his death was actually his fully completed work on behalf
of God’s people. And rather than staying dead, he signaled the completion of that work
by rising from the dead, and conquering the penalty of sin, death itself. Moses’s work
that he was faithful to was the deliverance of a national people from slavery, and
Jesus’s work is the deliverance of a people as well. But the deliverance that Jesus
provides is the deliverance from sin that entraps every single human. So Moses’s
faithfulness only affected one group of people, but Jesus’s faithfulness is available to
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the entire human race. But here is the connection with both displays of faithfulness. It is
in the phrase “...who was faithful to him who appointed him...” The “him who appointed
him...” was God the Father. This was also who spoke to Moses out of a burning bush in
Exodus 3 and called him lead the people of Israel out of bondage in Egypt. So, both
Moses and Jesus were faithful to God the Father’s call to offer deliverance to God’s
people.

Now, the primary point of this passage is that Jesus is the better Moses, so he’s
different than Moses. And we should not be looking to Moses as our deliverer but to
Jesus. But for the writer to point out that they were showing the same faithfulness in
their commitment to following God’s plan, gives us hope for our faithfulness to Christ
today. You see we too have been called by God the Father to a specific purpose. We
see this calling on our lives in Philippians 3:14 14 | press on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

We share in that heavenly calling by faithfully pursuing Christ and his Heavenly or
upward calling we have when we are in Christ Jesus. What is your primary goal in life? Is
it pursuing an education? Is is pursuing a promotion or a better job? Is it pursuing honor
in society based on how your family is perceived or your position is respected? What is
it that motivates you to get out of bed in the morning? It should be that heavenly calling
that is driving us to bring glory to Christ Jesus in everything that we do. Just as Moses
was faithful to God’s call and Jesus was faithful to God the Father’s plan, we bring
honor to Christ by seeking to be faithful in all that he has given us to do.

Our goal should be to bring honor to Jesus. But there is no doubt that for those who are
faithful to God in their calling, there is honor in the eyes of others who follow God. So
Moses rightfully is honored by the Jewish people then and even now by Jews and
Christians. We also rightfully honor men like the British Baptist pastor Charles
Spurgeon, the great evangelist Billy Graham, and less well known but just as faithful,
Meiji era pastor, Uemura Masahisa ({8#1IEXX). And we could name women like the
American missionary to China, Lottie Moon, or Elizabeth Elliott who remained faithful
even after losing her husband while following their call to missions, or the great
Japanese novelist Ayako Miura, whose work points readers to the glory of the gospel.
So, we rightfully honor faithfulness in the Christian life. But that honor is very different
from the honor due to Jesus, as the one worthy of all honor. So we see in this passage
that while Jesus and Moses are similar they are different in the honor they receive.
Look again at verses 3-4. °For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than
Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house
itself. *(For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) The
illustration of the house is still being used, but now it changes a little bit. Now Moses is
not the builder of the house but is himself the house that is being built. Most of you are
probably familiar with the architect, Frank Lloyd Wright. Even in Japan, there are a few
surviving houses that he designed. Now, of course those houses if you like that style are
impressive, but its not the building that is honored, but the man who designed the
building. So, while Moses was faithful in God’s house, it was ultimately Jesus who was
the builder and designer of that house, because he is God. And as God he is the ultimate
creator, the “builder of all things”! So, while Moses was faithful to his God called
purpose in the same way as Jesus himself, Moses was not faithful to bring honor to his
own name but to God’s. Think about how Moses conducted his ministry. If you
remember back to Exodus, Moses went before God and God spoke to him and told him



what to do to lead the people of Israel. But when Moses walked out of those meetings,
God’s glory was evident even in his face. Exodus 34:34-35 says, Whenever Moses went
in before the Lord to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And
when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35 the people
of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face was shining. And
Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him. So
Moses was faithful, and that faithfulness gave the honor and glory to the one who
deserved it - God. Jesus was the one worthy of glory. And his faithfulness gave glory to
God the Father, but as God himself, he shares equally in the glory of that salvation. It
was his death, his faithful obedience to God’s plan of salvation that makes that salvation
possible. Moses could not save anyone in the way that Jesus did, but his obedience did
provide the foundation for the redemption story that God was writing, this house that
God was building. You too can be a part of that redemption story when you repent of
your sin and turn to Jesus Christ and trust him as your Lord and Savior.

That different honor that Jesus and Moses have while sharing a similar faithfulness
comes from the different roles within the house. This is what we see in verses 5-6 as
this section comes to a close. °Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a

servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, ®but Christ is faithful over
God's house as a son. Both a servant and a son live in a king’s house. But the son has a
special relationship in that house and a right to be there that the servant does not. This
is what Moses was to God’s house. He led a nation of people from whom eventually
would come a baby, born in a manger, named Jesus. That was what Moses and every
judge, then king, who led Israel and every prophet who called them back from idolatry to
following God were testifying to. Jesus and the salvation he would bring was the “things
that were to be spoken later...” So, Moses’s work was in a support role and picture of
the main event to come. But then we come to Jesus. His role was to serve in a different
way, not as a servant, but as the son. The Son inherits the house and the wealth, while
the servant only manages it. The Son owns the house, the car, the land and everything
associated with that house, so the glory goes to him, although the servant has faithfully
done his part to make that house look nice.

When we reach the end of that comparison between Jesus and Moses, it is clear that
Jesus is better than Moses. But we are still left asking how this knowledge applies to us.
The final statement of verse 6 leads us to an application of this knowledge. And we are
his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope. Our role is
to be the house that God is building with Christ as the cornerstone. That house is lived
out in a very real way as we are part of the Body of Christ, the church. We see this
when the apostle Paul uses similar language to describe each of us being part of the
church. Ephesians 2:21-22 says,

21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the
Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the
Spirit. The first century Jewish believers were being pulled by their culture and their
religious background away from Jesus and back to Moses. To them, they were reading
these words and hearing, don’t go back to Moses, the servant of the house, because
Jesus is the better Moses, the owner of the house. I’'m pretty sure that none of us today
are tempted to go back to Moses, but we can be tempted to walk away from Jesus for
cultural or family reasons. Moses himself was pointing the people to Jesus, the builder
of the house, and today, we need to fix our eyes on Jesus as well and stay focused on



him. The temptation for the Jews, these Hebrew believers, was to boast in Moses rather
than Jesus. For us, we may want to boast in our family, our money, our job, the honor
we are given in society. These things can even become the security we have in our life,
things that can give us confidence that we can get through this life. But those things
can never give us real hope, real confidence for the future. That is only found in Jesus.

So, we are being called back to Jesus, back to verse 1. Therefore, holy brothers, you
who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our
confession... We have been made holy through Jesus Christ. He not only proclaimed the
gospel as the original apostle sent from God the Father, but also mediated the gospel as
a priest by offering himself as the sacrifice to purchase our redemption. So, we need to
keep considering Jesus. Don’t turn our eyes and focus towards Moses or anything else
to find our confidence and hope in this world. We are not the focus of glory and neither
is any other person in this world. But we are the house that God is building through us.
We as the church are the focus of God’s glory in this world. So, what is our role in being
that house that Jesus Christ is building through us? We let God work on us, shape us,
change us to be what he wants us to be. The bricks or the wood used to build a house
don’t tell the bricklayer or the carpenter how they want to be used in that building. They
simply perform the task willingly they were created to do. That is our role in God’s
house. We are willing parts of the Body of Christ, who welcome God’s work in and
through us to accomplish his purpose for his glory. That was Moses’s role, and that is
our role, because “we are his house...” Let’s pray.



