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Hebrews 2:14-18 Jesus is the Better Human

Turn in your Bibles to Hebrews 2:14-18. Last week as we looked at the verses before
these, the idea we focused on was that Jesus was the better brother. | wanted us to see
from those verses that Jesus gives us a better family. But that premise begins with the
understanding of the truth that Jesus became human, he became or took on flesh. We
see this idea earlier in chapter 2 where it says in verse 9, 9 But we see him who for a
little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone. Jesus, the eternal Son of God, stepped out of Heaven’s glory into a world of
sin that ultimately rejected him and killed him as any common criminal. In his incarnation
which we celebrate during Christmas, we are recognizing that God became human man.
As the line of the hymn In Christ Alone reminds us, He... “took on flesh, fullness of God
in helpless babe.” The Apostle John describes the incarnation of Jesus the Word, with
the beautiful words of John 1:14, 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth. This humanity was important, in fact, it was necessary for Jesus to be one of us -
both fully human and fully God. This is what we see in our passage today. Salvation
required a fully human savior, sent to save specific humans, from our human state of
sin. Jesus was that human, the better human. Let’s read this passage as we begin.
'*Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the
same things, that through through death he might destroy the one who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, '*and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery. '° For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the
offspring of Abraham. ' Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every

respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. ® For because he himself has
suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Jesus is the better human. And this is important because it requires a fully human
savior, to save specific humans, from our human state of sin. There are three parts to
this statement that we see made clear to us in this passage, and each part is important
to our understanding of Jesus’s humanity. The first idea in this passage is that salvation
requires a fully human Savior. Remember verse 14 is following on the heels of the
identification of Jesus as our better brother if we are part of his family. What makes
that possible is that we share “in flesh and blood” as verse 14 says. For Jesus to be
described as having flesh and blood means that he was fully human. If you cut him, he
bled. If he stubbed his toe, it hurt. When they beat him with whips, pushed a crown of
thorns into his head, and nailed his hands and feet to a rough wooden cross, real flesh
was torn and real human blood poured out. A fully human man who experienced every
bit of that pain just as any of us would, died on that cross. And these verses make clear
not just that he was human, but that he had to be human. Look at verses 16-17, '*For
surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. '’ Therefore
he had to be made like his brothers in every respect... This is an important truth here.
Remember the larger subject here is that Jesus is better than angels. Here is one more
aspect to that. Jesus came to help, as we will see that help is salvation from sin. But he
did not come to help angels, he came to help “the offspring of Abraham.” Now we will
come back to this phrase later, but for now, we need to understand this phrase in its
most basic meaning that those Jesus came to save were humans. Then verse 17 says
that since he came to save humans, ' Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in




every respect... This makes it clear that Jesus had to be fully human “in every respect.”
Jesus’s humanity was not a costume he put on when he left Heaven. There was an
ancient heresy called “Docetism” that said that Jesus only seemed to be human - he was
God in human disguise. All the early Christian creeds attacked this view and made clear
that Jesus was fully and truly human since that is what the Bible says.

But notice that Jesus’s humanity was not just for sacrifice. We will focus on that in the
last two statements. But notice that Jesus’s humanity lets him understand so well our
human condition that it defines his mercy and faithfulness that he shows us as our high
priest. Verse 17 says, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God... The book of Hebrews will spend a lot of time talking about how Jesus is
the better priest. Without all the detail we will see later, Jesus being our high priest
means that he sits at the right hand of God the Father and vouches or certifies to him
that we are God’s children. It is an incredible thing that Jesus in his role as high priest is
essentially eternally saying to God the Father, “have mercy on Ben Howard because |
died and already made the sacrifice for him.” That is Jesus’s role as high priest. He is
standing between you and God’s wrath if you know him as your Lord and Savior. He not
only made the sacrifice, he then becomes the priest who brings that sacrifice made one
time on behalf of all God’s children before God’s throne as eternal proof that our sins
have been paid for. We deserve God’s wrath, but Jesus who knows the temptation that
we face to sin offers mercy to undeserving sinners. And it is a mercy that doesn’t have a
shelf life, no expiration date. He is faithful, his mercy will never quit and never let us
down. There is no sin that you can commit either before you know Christ or after you
know Christ that you cannot be forgiven for. Now, if you know Christ, the Holy Spirit will
bring conviction and confession of that sin, but Jesus’s mercy through his shed blood
will still be extended to you. You will not and cannot lose your salvation because our
faithful high priest is continuously in God the Father’s presence “reminding” him of the
sacrifice already made for that sin. And | know that “reminding” is not the right word for
the God who knows everything perfectly but it captures the sense of what Jesus does
for us.

But Jesus doesn’t just just show mercy towards our sin, he strengthens us against that
sin based on his humanity. Jesus knows the worst of temptation. He faced Satan himself
at the beginning of his ministry on earth, and did not sin even when offered the best
temptations Satan could produce. Then on the cross suffering the worst torment
possible, he never gave into the temptation to get off that cross, to not pay the price.
There is an old gospel song that says, He could have called ten thousand angels. To
destroy the world and set Him free. He could have called ten thousand angels. But He
died alone for you and me. And because he willingly took on flesh and became fully
human, and suffered that temptation, he knows exactly what temptation feels like to us.
And in verse 18 we are told that this means that... because he himself has

suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. Jesus’s
interceding on our behalf as our faithful high priest also means that he can rescue us
from temptation. We are promised in 1Corinthians 10:13 that... No temptation has
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of
escape, that you may be able to endure it. And we are challenged to resist sin to the
point of death in the way Jesus did. Later in this book in Hebrews 12:3, the writer will
tell us to 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so



that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you have
not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

But if Jesus was willing to go through all of this, becoming human, suffering death, and
now empowering his followers to resist evil, why would anyone reject this once they hear
of it. We are even told in verse 15 that Jesus’s death is able to... “deliver ALL those who
through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” This is saying that Jesus’s death
makes salvation possible for everyone. There isn’t one soul on earth that his blood is not
capable of covering their sin, because all of us are under the slavery of death from the
very day of our birth. This means that sharing Christ and seeing people joyfully follow
the one who died for them should be a simple task, but the truth is that what we see in
this passage is that is that salvation requires a fully human savior, to save SPECIFIC
humans, from our human state of sin. We see this in the verse that follows verse 15,
verse 16, '®For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of
Abraham. What we see here is what we call “particular redemption.” There is an older
term called limited atonement, and it has the same idea. What we are saying is that
Christ’s death only makes atonement for particular people. If we believed in universal
atonement for sin, then we would believe in universal salvation for all people regardless
of their relationship with Christ. In an article for the Gospel Coalition, Kevin DeYoung
defines this by saying: “The death of Christ was sufficient to atone for the sins of the
whole world, but it was God’s will that it should effectively redeem... only those who
were chosen from eternity and given to Christ by the Father.” Those who were chosen
from eternity for this atonement are the offspring of Abraham. These are the specific
humans that Jesus saves through his death. But why call them the offspring of
Abraham? I’m pretty sure that none of us in here who are followers of Christ are Jewish,
and yet it is clear from this passage that we are included in being described as offspring,
children, of Abraham. The New Testament is clear that the church is the continuation of
God’s Covenant people that began with the nation of Israel. Both Jews and Gentiles are
grafted into the same tree, Jesus Christ. Romans 11:24 says, 24 For if you were cut
from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a
cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back
into their own olive tree. We gentiles are the wild, unnatural branches, and the Jewish
people are the natural branches, but we are all the people of God through Jesus Christ.
So we read in Galatians 3:7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of
Abraham. But this designation of being offspring of Abraham also means that there are
those who are not from Abraham, so they do not share in the benefits of Christ’s death.

The only ones who benefit from Christ’s death are those who are children of Abraham
through Jesus Christ. And what brings us into that family is the final point of this
passage. Being one of Abraham’s children requires a fully human savior, who died to
save specific humans, from our human state of sin. Jesus’s sacrifice is sufficient to
save for one reason and one reason alone. It satisfies God’s wrath against our sin. Look
again at verse 17, " Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people. We have discussed this word before -
propitiation. It is a sacrifice of appeasement made to God so that God’s wrath is poured
out on that sacrifice rather than the ones who deserve it. So God’s wrath against our sin
is set aside on the basis of Christ’s sacrifice. It is too easy for us to read this truth in
scripture, and even affirm it perhaps in catechism, and not really grasp the incredible




and astonishing news that this is! We are completely and totally depraved. In other
words, sin defines every part of our being and even our most moral acts of good are
filthy rags in light of God’s holiness. Isaiah 64:6 says, We have all become like one who
is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a
leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. So, for Jesus to take our sin on
himself and bear the weight of God’s judgment that we deserved is a thought beyond
our comprehension. The only way this propitiation is applied to us is by recognizing our
sin and repenting of it and turning in faith to follow Jesus Christ.

This faith in Jesus Christ then results in a changed life because our sin is forgiven. The
third verse of a song we are singing this year, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer has
this beautiful response to the truth of Jesus’s substitutionary sacrifice for us. O Lord,
my Rock and my Redeemer. Gracious Savior of my ruined life. My guilt and cross
laid on Your shoulders. In my place You suffered bled and died. You rose, the
grave and death are conquered. You broke my bonds of sin and shame. O Lord, my
Rock and my Redeemer. May all my days bring glory to Your Name. What this
passage is finally telling us is that because of a fully human Savior, who died for all
of us who are children of Abraham through Jesus Christ, to pay for our sin, we can
overcome sin and bring glory to God. We are told that the one who has the power
of death, that is, the devil... is destroyed. We are delivered from slavery to sin. We
are shown mercy from a faithful God, who is here to help us in our fight against sin
in this life. God became man so we could be forgiven of sin AND have someone to turn
to for mercy, forgiveness, and compassion because he knows everything we go through.
But we too often live our lives like nothing has changed. We add church attendance,
perhaps, but we are silent about what Jesus has done for us when we are at work, or in
our homes, or in our neighborhoods or with our friends. There is no one who has done
more for you than Jesus. So, who do you turn to for help? Jesus. And who do you live to
honor with your thoughts, your words, your actions? Jesus. And who do you turn to in
your fight against sin in your life? Jesus. Sin and death are already defeated because he
became human and died and rose again for you and me. Let’s live in light of that victory!
Let’s pray.




