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Hebrews 2:5-13 Jesus is the better brother 1 TR (&, [FEMCT<Ni-RHB

All of us come from families. Family is and has been the building block of society and
social structure from the very beginning of time. God’s final act of the creation week
was to create two humans. But not just two random humans - a man and woman, a
husband and a wife. And he tells this husband and wife, Adam and Eve in Genesis 1:28,
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it...” From those words came men
and women who would as a normal course of life get married, have children who would
then form their own families until humans filled the earth. And even though our
relationships including our marriages and our families are scarred and broken by the
presence of sin in our lives and in our world, marriage and family continues to reflect not
a human picture of failure, but a picture of God’s love for his world. So husbands are
told in Ephesians 5 to “love your wives, as Christ loved the church” [v.25] and wives are
told to submit to their husbands because “as the church submits to Christ, so also wives
should submit in everything to their husbands.” [v.24] So our family relationships
pictures the gospel. And this started with God’s very own family relationships. From
eternity past, God has always existed in a family relationship with himself as a trinity.
Father, Son and Spirit who together share perfect fellowship and harmony in a
completely fulfilling eternal family type of relationship. And into that UCHI family
relationship, God created humans to exist with him and for our families to be a part of
his eternal UCHI, family. Of course the first humans failed to keep the family rules
determined by God the Father, the head of the family and sinned against him. This
pushed us outside of God’s family and under his wrath and judgment for our sin. But we
all have a longing to be part of a family where we are accepted, loved, cared for and
belong. Jesus Christ offers us that family relationship in God’s UCHI, his family. This is
what we see when we come to the next passage in the book of Hebrews, Hebrews 2:5-
13. Jesus is described as our brother. And to have a brother means we are part of a
family. It is a better family, its God’s family, with a better brother, Jesus. Let’s read
Hebrews 2:5-13 today and see how Jesus becomes a better brother in a better family.

Let’s start by reading verses 5-8. 5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the
world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere, “What is
man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him? 7 You made
him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor,
8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.” Now in putting everything in
subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see
everything in subjection to him. It might not be immediately evident in the context, but
the truth that verses 5-8 are pointing to is this. Jesus becoming our brother begins
with him being human. But how do these verses point to the humanity of Jesus? The
writer picks up still in the context of angels. Angels have not been given the final rule
over creation. That honor belongs to Jesus, but it comes connected to his humanity. We
are once again looking at an Old Testament quotation in these verses. It is in the context
of these verses that we see the humanity of Jesus. Verses 6-8 are actually quoting
Psalm 8:4-6, which says, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man
that you care for him? 5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You have given him dominion over the works
of your hands; you have put all things under his feet... It is clear from Psalm 8 the
original ones being talked about here were humans in general.



The writer, who we are told is King David says starting in verse 3 of Psalm 8, When

| look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have
set in place, * what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care
for him? That makes it clear that this is a human seeing creation and saying why do you
care about me as a human in light of your immenseness as God and my “smallness” as a
human being. But now here in Hebrews these verses about what it means to be human
in comparison to the all powerful God are applied to Jesus. The meaning shifts from
simply being about humans to being about one human - Jesus. It says humans are
created in the image of God, which even in our sinful state shows God’s glory and honor.
Hebrews has already made clear that Jesus is himself God. He is the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, according to Hebrews 1:3. He is not an
imperfect representation that shows God’s glory, he perfectly shows God’s glory, but
that glory was in human form. In order for us to be part of a human family, it requires
humanity. And for us to be part of God’s family, Jesus had to became human.

This is what the Scripture tells us happened. Philippians 2:7-10 says, but [Jesus]
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. This is what the writer of Hebrews is saying when he
quotes the Psalmist, You made him for a little while lower than the angels. Of course,
the quote is slightly different in the way Hebrews uses it. He says Jesus is lower than
the angels, but only for a little while. But Philippians continues with chapter 2, verses 9-
10. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth... This is also what Hebrews 2:8 is saying, 8 putting
everything in subjection under his feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to him,
he left nothing outside his control. So, the point is made that Jesus had to become
human, and as we will see in a minute, that humanity would bring death. But that is not
the end, because Jesus is not dead- he rules. That has also been made clear earlier in
Hebrews 1:3 again. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high... But all of us can look around and see that in this world, at least
based on the news, that it doesn’t seem many times like Jesus is on the throne. The
writer of Hebrews acknowledges that in his final statement of verse 8, At present, we
do not yet see everything in subjection to him. The fact is that Jesus is presently on the
throne and nothing is happening apart from God’s providence in this world. It was no
surprise to God that the US and Israel attacked Iran a few weeks ago. In some way, he
ordained that under his providence. Every single death that happens is under his
authority and not simply the result of sin. Although, to be sure, hostility between people
no matter the cause is at it’s a core of result of human sin. But we do not have God’s
perspective on what we see, so we see human death, anger, fear and war caused by
human sin. And we can begin to doubt that this world is under God’s control.

But there is something we can see, or at least know is certain. And that is Jesus Christ’s
sacrifice that has already happened. We may not see his physical reign, but we can look
back and know his sacrifice. We see this in verses 9-11 as we continue reading. 9 But
we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely

Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the
grace of God he might taste death for everyone.10 For it was fitting that he, for whom
and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of



their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one source. These verses tell us why Jesus had to become human to
be our brother. It was because Jesus becoming our brother required his sacrifice. In a
strange twist, it is this lowering of himself to the level of a human and even a severe
human death, that leads to Jesus’s ultimate exaltation. How did this suffering make
Jesus perfect? He was God, in other words, already perfect! As God he can’t become
more glorious or holy. But until he died, the work that he had been preparing for from
eternity was not complete - it was not perfect. The work that had been prepared from
eternity was the work of salvation. It was God redeeming sons and daughters for himself
- “bringing many sons to glory” as it says here. God wants to expand his family. He
wants more sons and that sons includes daughters as well. And it is Jesus’s sacrifice
makes that possible.

But how does Jesus’s death make it possible for us to become sons and daughters of
God and a brother or sister to Jesus. It is in that phrase in verse 9, so that by the grace
of God he might taste death for everyone. Our sin separated us from God our creator.
The punishment for that sin is eternal death following physical death. Romans 6:23 says,
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Jesus took the death we deserved. He paid the punishment for our sin. But
even more important, he took our sin on himself when he died in our place, so that he
could make atonement, or payment for our sin. It was “for everyone” else as this verse
says. Jesus himself was God. He had no sin, but that made him the only perfect sacrifice
for our sin. He was the ultimate display of the grace of God. Grace is God’s undeserved
gift or kindness that he shows towards sinners who deserve his wrath and punishment
for their sin. That gift according to Romans 6:23 is eternal life rather than eternal death.
But how does that gift become ours, since we are sinners. It becomes ours through
sanctification - being made holy. That’s what Jesus’s death provides. He took our sin on
himself and we are given his righteousness, his lack of sin. In other words we are made
holy — sanctified, through Jesus. Our salvation and Christ’s obedience have the same
source — God. Our salvation from start to finish is a work of God through Jesus Christ.
And that work of God is for the purpose of enlarging his family. Bringing many sons [and
daughters] to glory! We are given the beautiful gift of being adopted into the family of
God through our brother, Jesus Christ’s death on our behalf!

And this passage ends by pointing to that family. Jesus becoming our brother brings
the blessing of family. Look at the end of verse 11 through 13. That is why he is not
ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, “l will tell of your name to my brothers; in the
midst of the congregation | will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “l will put my trust in
him.” And again, “Behold, | and the children God has given me.” On earth, where sin
affects our families and people in those families, we may not always be especially proud
of our families. And in light of our sin, it would be perfectly understandable if God
treated us like those family members we would rather avoid. Instead, we are told that
Jesus has the opposite response. He is NOT ASHAMED to call [us] brothers [and
sisters]. Jesus boasts about his relationship to us! This isn’t a begrudging relationship
forced by birth. This is a loving relationship based on God’s choice to make us his
children. Ephesians 1:4-5 tells us this truth. 4 even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will... The fact that we are chosen by God to be his children is an



incredible blessing that shows his love for us. It’s hard for me to imagine a parent who
doesn’t love their child. But for the parent who adopts a child, its an even greater type
of love to some degree. The adoptive parent didn’t have to take on the responsibility of
that child. The adoptive parent chose that particular child when they could have chosen
others. That is the picture of God’s love for us. If you have repented of your sin and
trusted in Jesus Christ for salvation, then you have been chosen by God for adoption.
He loved you when you were unlovely. Before you were sanctified, he chose you to be
his son or daughter. He determined that Jesus’s blood would cover your sin. Now Jesus
proudly calls us his brothers and sisters, and invites us to join in the family celebration.
We see that in the 3 quotes he uses in verses 12 and 13. The first is from Psalm 22:22.
Psalm 22 is a prophetic Psalm about Jesus, and it begins by focusing on his death, as he
calls out to God the Father for help. In verse 22, the help has been given, victory is
accomplished. This clearly applies to the victory accomplished in the death and
resurrection of Jesus over sin. But notice that Jesus is not alone in his praise of God’s
name. He brings his brothers with him in this celebration of praise to God for
accomplishing salvation. We are included in his victory, which became our victory. Then
he quotes Isaiah 8:17-18 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” From verse 17... And
again, “Behold, | and the children God has given me...” from verse 18. Isaiah 8:17-18
reads, 17 | will wait for the Lord, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and |
will hope in him. 18 Behold, | and the children whom the Lord has given me are signs and
portents in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. In the context of
Isaiah, this is saying that Isaiah’s children testify to the people of Israel that God’s
blessing will come to Israel. In Hebrews, the writer is using this to say that Jesus is
trusting in God the Father in the same way Isaiah was. Even though Jesus faced the
greatest trial of all, death, he knew that God would rescue him. Jesus triumphed over
death and the grave! As the Son of God, he trusted in God the Father and received the
victory. And it is through his work that we join in that victory celebration.

If we know Jesus Christ, we have a new family. We have new brothers and sisters, along
with our eldest brother, Jesus Christ. In Jesus, those of us who were outside SOTO to
God’s family are brought inside UCHI to the family of God. Our family name should
define who we are. We bear God’s name. We represent Jesus Christ our brother, our
Savior to the world. How well are we representing him to the world. Are we ashamed of
that name? Or do we boldly tell others about our brother Jesus? He is not ashamed of
us, are we ashamed of him? It is his work on the cross that saved us and adopted us
into this new family that defines us. So, every week when we gather as the church, we
gather as brothers and sisters in Christ who are joined together by the bonds of blood -
his blood. We remember that shed blood through the Lord’s Supper. | invite you to join
us in this meal today if you are follower of Christ who has repented of sin and trusted
Christ, and then been obedient in being baptized. While we welcome those who are not
members of YIBC to participate, this meal connects us with the local Body of Christ
where we should be participating as members. For parents, the best way to show
children the importance of this meal is to not allow them to participate when they are
not ready. After | pray the Deacons will distribute the bread and cup from the 4 corners
of the sanctuary and then we will eat and drink the bread and cup together. Let’s pray.



