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Hebrews 2:1-4 Jesus is a better message 1 TR, (F3DCT <Ni=HWLWDRISE

We are bombarded with possibly thousands of messages every day. From advertising,
to email, to social media like facebook, instagram and tiktok, to text messages, to signs
on trains, in buses, in stores, in restaurants...the average person in countries with
modern technology are exposed to hundreds and hundreds of different exposures trying
to convince you of something, mostly to buy something every day. Of course the
majority of those attempts to get a message to us barely get a glance, others might get
seen and moved immediately to junk mail or trash, but they all want us to believe or buy
something or do something. The danger of so many different messages being directed
at us from so many different angles is that the really important ones get lost in the
sheer number. Have you ever deleted an email you actually needed with a lot of junk
email you didn’t? Maybe I’'m the only one... Today’s passage in Hebrews 2:1-4 talks
about the most important message we can receive and act on, and that is the message
of Jesus, the better message and in fact the best message that any of us can get.
Let’s begin by reading these 4 verses. Hebrews 2:1-4 says,

2 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift
away from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and
every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if
we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was
attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders
and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

Verse 1 connects us back to what the writer of Hebrews has already said in chapter one
because it starts with the word, “therefore.” We should ask in English what is it there
for? Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift
away from it. Remember what chapter 1 was telling us, Jesus is better than the
messengers that came ahead of him. | say that because the first group recognized was
the prophets that came before him with messages from God. Then the angels who were
called the ministers or messengers from God were talked about. Each of them, prophets
and angels were delivering messages that pointed people to the message of salvation.
That will become very clear in this passage. And the reason that this message of
salvation through Jesus is so important to pay attention to is that it is truth. That truth
is the difference between eternal life and eternal death. The truth is that Jesus’s
presence on earth as a human being and his death on the cross was necessary because
of our sin. That sin condemns us to eternal death under the just wrath of God.
Ephesians chapter 2, verse 3 says that all of us were by nature children of wrath, like
the rest of mankind. We needed to be saved from our sin. The way that we all by our
nature live our lives is as the king and ruler of our lives. We think that if we make
choices that benefit us or even choices that benefit others or the world or the nation,
that in some way we can overcome any evil that is in us and we can be an ethical and
good person based on those actions. We want to be king of our lives, but that rule over
our lives still leaves us under God’s wrath. But then Jesus comes into the picture and
Romans 5:9 tells us, Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. This is the message that all the
other messages from prophets and angels were pointing to. Jesus fulfilled the
prophecies and when an angel told Mary she would have a baby when she was a virgin,
Jesus was born. There are three voices that are talked about in this passage that point
to the truth of that message.



With that in mind, we move to verse 2-3, where we see that first voice. That voice is
past messages of truth that point to the truth of Jesus’ message. 2 For since the
message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or
disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation? This seems like a strange way to show the reliability of the angels
message until we understand which message from the angels it is talking about here.
Galatians 3:19 tells us what the message from angels is. Galatians 3:19 says, 19 Why
then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come
to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an
intermediary. We are taken back to Exodus, where Moses received the law from God.
But it is clear from scripture that in some way, that law came by angels to Moses. So
the message declared by angels is the Old Covenant law that shows God’s requirements
to maintain his blessing. The primary command to the people of Israel being to “have no
other Gods before me...” The people of Israel ignored this command over and over again
in the Old Testament and were punished for failing to keep the law. This reference to the
Old Covenant law will come back in several places in Hebrews, because ultimately Jesus
is establishing a new and better covenant. And if there was one thing the law showed us
is that God judges sin. And if God judged the sin of those who were held accountable
under the Old Covenant for their faith in the Messiah that law pointed to, how much
more would God judge those who reject his Son, Jesus Christ.

The clear case for faith in Jesus Christ as the solution to sin is clearer in the New
Testament, because the Messiah himself came and proclaimed salvation in person. Mark
1:14-15 says, 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the
gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;
repent and believe in the gospel.” He himself is the Good News of the gospel, that
salvation is available in a Savior. That message was kept alive even until now by those
who first heard that message. So verse 3 continues...3 how shall we escape if we
neglect such a great salvation? ...It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was
attested to us by those who heard... What this is talking about is the second voice we
hear. That voice is the Apostolic ministry that pointed to the truth of Jesus’s
message. The first ones to hear and accept Jesus’s message were the disciples who
followed him. Those disciples who became the apostles sent out by Jesus with the good
news of the gospel. They were told by Jesus after his resurrection and before his
ascension in Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end
of the age.” They obeyed that command, along with the apostle Paul. Paul was
personally called by Jesus to be an apostle through a miraculous meeting on the road to
Damascus where he was going to kill and imprison Christians. Paul and the other
disciples spread the gospel and saw churches of disciples built across most of the
known world. Those apostles told others what they had first heard from the Lord, the
gospel of Jesus Christ, who then told others and the church continued to grow and
spread. This visible spread of the gospel as more and more disciples were made and
churches were built points to the truth of Jesus’s message.

And how that church was built as the gospel, Jesus’s message, spread also points to the
truth of Jesus’s message. Verse 4 shows us that truth. 4 while God also bore witness by
signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed



according to his will. So what is the third voice? That voice is the Holy Spirit who
points to the truth of Jesus’s message. The church began in Acts with proof of the
Holy Spirit’s presence in the form of signs and wonders and miracles done by the
apostles to prove it was God’s work. We see this most clearly in Acts chapter 2. Acts
2:1-4 says, 2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2
And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to
them and rested[a] on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. This initial filling
of the Holy Spirit empowered Peter and he began to preach to the people, and his
message begins to conclude in verses 32-33 of Acts 2, 32 This Jesus God raised up,
and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out
this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. These signs gifts of tongues and wind
and fire were the work of God’s Holy Spirit to show that this message of Jesus was
true. And the result of that work of the Holy Spirit through the Apostles is seen in
verses 37-41 of Acts 2. 37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter
said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Then drop
down to verse 41... 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls. What were they added to? The church! All
of these voices are connected, the past prophecies that were true messages from
God...the ministry of the Apostles...and the work of the Holy Spirit. They all came
together to form the church and show the truth of Jesus’s message, the gospel - the
good news of salvation from sin.

So the message that these Hebrew believers were hearing was to not neglect the
message of Jesus, the gospel, even in the face of false teaching and even persecution.
They were to cling to it and live by it and proclaim it even as the truth. And they could
be reassured it was the truth by the fact that the earlier Old Testament messages had
been fulfilled... it was brought to them by the first hearers of Jesus’s message, the
apostles... and it was confirmed by the power of the Holy Spirit. But these three voices
are not just for the early Jewish Christians living in Rome, they are for us today as well.
They continue to assure us of the truth of the gospel. How can | say that? We were not
around to hear the angels’ messages in the Old Testament? We don’t have living
apostles? | would argue that we don’t see these miraculous sign gifts that were talked
about in Acts, at least not on a regular basis. So how are these three voices still
speaking to us today? We read the messages of the prophets and angels and see them
fulfilled in the Word of God. So, through the Bible, the voice of earlier fulfilled messages
or prophecies still speak to us today. As we saw in the book of Acts, the ministry of the
Apostles led to the church. There were and are no apostles operating after the death of
the original apostles because the requirement was meeting Jesus face to face and being
directly taught by him. But the church is the direct continuing ministry of the Apostles
ministry. So, the Nicene creed from 381AD defines the four marks of the church as
ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC (meaning universal, not Roman Catholic) and APOSTOLIC. In
other words, the church is built on the ministry of the first apostles. Is the church
available to us today? Yes! In fact, it is the expectation of all Christians that we are a
part of a local church, functioning together as the Body of Christ. To reinforce that idea,



the writer of Hebrews will later write in Hebrews 10:25 25 not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you
see the Day drawing near. As for the Holy Spirit, by the close of the book of Acts you
don’t see those supernatural displays of the sign gifts happening as often. And in
1Corinthians those gifts are actually downplayed in favor of the gift of love for each
other. And there is never anything in Scripture that resembles the excessive focus on
spiritual gifts of healing, tongues, and prophecy that is part of the modern charismatic
and New Apostolic Reformation movement seen in many churches today. But what we
do have today is the continuing presence of the Holy Spirit as the sign and seal of God’s
covenant of salvation with each of us who has repented of sin and followed Jesus Christ
as our Savior. Ephesians 1:13-14 says, 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it,[b] to the praise of his glory. So all three of those voices still speak to us today
through the Word of God, the Church of God and the Holy Spirit who is God. And we
need to be regularly experiencing and involved with each of those in our life in order to
not drift away from the gospel or neglect the salvation that we have been given in Jesus
Christ. You may be thinking, “but wait, If I'm saved, aren’t | always saved?” “Ben, Don’t
you believe in the perseverance of the Saints, those who follow Christ?” Yes, | do. But
even as Christians, we begin to see the beauty and the excitement or even the busyness
of all the things around us that we enjoy or we have to do. When we begin to focus so
much time and energy on those things, we take our eyes and our minds and our hearts
off of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ that brings eternal enjoyment and present joy
when we live all of our lives for Christ and his rule in our lives. It is so easy to drift away,
to say | have too much to do to spend time in God’s Word today. | have this important
activity with my child or this opportunity at work that is more important than gathering
with the church on Sunday. | have so much to do that 18 praying at all times in the
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication... as Ephesians 6:18 says, it just too difficult. It’s
too hard to set aside time for prayer or prayer meeting or church or personal or family
devotions in God’s Word, so we stop doing it. We drift away one day at a time, one
choice at a time and we neglect what verse 3 says is such a great salvation. When that
happens, it may be a sign that you are not even saved. A person with no desire for
those things shows no sign of salvation. Or you may have just quenched the spirit as
1Thessalonians 5:19 tells us not to do. But either way, you need to repent and turn to
Christ, either for salvation or to begin to listen to pay attention again to the message
that saves that comes through Jesus Christ. As this passage began, so we need to
remind ourselves at the end. That it is likely all of us need to pay much closer attention
to what we have heard [in the gospel], lest we drift away from it. Let’s pray.



