ATIVAANDFR 1B 1-4 8 1 ITRE. EFBAMCTF<NeAZ &R
KEBIEIANTILANDFROZOZBOHET, TBHEFLLIELSIC. COELERICTENDT—V
(E4 ZRERIFEBDDNCENTNBRENWSZETY, FLUT, COETREEFEENEDDZE
C. 12K DBNTVDIFHTERABEINRENTVET, NTILEOEZBEITRBETHD &
BLWELTLEEW, thOEEHNEBEZBRBNDSBEDIDICH L. COFRKET ICARBEICAD
£9, NAIBAID 481, NTILE1ZE1-48HS5HBHET, BEBETA IRREKXDENHE
BETHRACENRENTWLET, FAEBREEVNCBESZASHNICT DD, BICEEXZAUVE
I, BEIABTEHDXREAD., BEEFBOHEZABOSETHEL, AEIBOAREZIE
BUPIK LTVET, TNWRBREEIWHNESNDIZEICDVWTHED, SBOBATIEEXRS
CZFDORZEBBZECHDET, ZUTA IRERIE, @AM BICESNELDENE, £X(C
ReOHEERDOTY, BOICZOBEFRERAEZTL LS,
ANTIVANDFEIR 1 ZEN~4 8 #EE. BEZESLICEOT. ZSDEBAMCH T, Z2<DHET
SFHEELICESNFELED. 2 CDRPOODIFICIE, BWFICH>TRESICESNFELE, &
(X FET YD eE E D, HFICE > TWREESNELU/E, 3 HFIEPDERADIIES,
FEBDEIEDELEBEEBNTED, EOHDBBHAZERXICI>THYER>THESNFET, #HIF
[EFEDELDELUZE(S. VWEBEAFT. XKW BEBTDEDEIEEFEHINEL/E, 4 HFHIZ(S
BOEBHE (X, BIREVESDELDETIXE L, EFREFHRENLDETSHETELSH
FLE, BHEBESNDEVNDIEERIZFHN., COBPMOEHEATY, 1 8ild. #EE BEEFE
5ICkoT. B DERMCAHS. B DHETHEBESICESNE LED, L@HHBSETNC
5CERIDIEDICESNDEVNSELINRZTEBHNSBEDET, CD4HICHIEZFUYvEE
DFNRBEEAZTBEBLTCELVWTIN, FICRVDDITEASECAES I =R KID. 707
I77 X RBRE, BEAEDEIC ‘p’ BIMIRDEBESINDZE TREANBEZZHO>TVET, X
SEBEPEZEDRBIRICEDEXET. ANTINWANDFRKEAIR - FURKNZZD, BEDOVHED
BREDHZERBHBEZFORNTH D EZRECRLTVWET, ZLTEHHNESNDEWVDS
BEEZFDHDON, XZICELINREZERDTY,
CNEBETHH, REDEE. IRHLEHHBEFOREZIE LRI REENUWSECET S
BERTI, BRADECS, BE@BIHBEZNTEICERINDIDTLLOIN? HS5PHBET.
B3 EIEMH. FOEDICEVWTET U, AEEEBERNTEEZBZVNEE ULIEEDB(E. A
TEBEFENSIUBIRSERREOHTURE, TUTEZE([E, FAEBEINRTHEATHDIZEZHESH
[CUTWEY, O—VANDFEM 3E23 4 INTDOAGFEEZLL T, BDRAZZFISZE
NTET,
FNEBREBICEOMNFITVWEESKRERNH DX U, BELRSEEFIZSEFTVWBIHNSTY,
O—VCANDFMIE 10~11 8 RDESIEENTHEESLD T, BAEEL)., —ABL)
Bl 11 1EZEFE AL, BERDEE (ZZ) (F0VEL), TIHS, BHETPILNL /P, 7
TSN\AL, E—LDLSIC, LEZRREBHSHBICH > T=PEDAB EBER D LIEXEEEH
S5EIHNBEFE, BEFRRVARASIILEZHBEDH ECHVRZFS EITIDHEEBEZEDINE
U7ze ZNEARSIIVEFTREABL, PYIYUPHHOEEH ZRXNTEZ., (I>& URVESE
FEIAFEBULTEDSBVRODRAY LI ER(TMO7EDTY, BISHKLLBBEELEETESE
BEUGEWN, ZHRBAETHBOXRY E—IZEEZITE U, IBREZCEZENSDOEEEL
ENEBOESED—IHIEZREINTVERIN, METPHREREIREBEL. EZES & TH
HRZVWNTESKBULTWBIHZERT EVSTEITADBESNTVEXTD,
FEEEI X IILIX 390 BRAERICIRETA RS ITILORD 390 F#R L. 40 BREAGAICKRE
TAYDRD A0 FZRUE LU, IBHESEAICESNDIBOESEDEFERBIENTIN. &
NHOSEKBEDIFISSICREBES UWDTY | 2 DD DDEFICIE, HFICH > TRESICES
RELE, TNHEDBVWEETY | BREAIR - FURNURTE, 1T R - FURNBRIC
DFI5NEXT, ZNlE. 1 TRIFRLUBIOEOD AL CEBONMNFELBIAEE. 1 TRIRUEDOEH
hEEREDDIFELCEOTRITIENDDTY, 1 TREUEDINTH KO L DIFETENDE
E(E. SNHERDOINRTHEN > TV EBROBEKETHDZ EEZRULTWVWET, 1 TREK(E
EEDESTHD., BHTEEOHRDIEOHICESHIIFEEHDERTI, BOEF(XRRIHD



BaDEERDTY, S—E2-38HZRTKEE VW, 2 CDHEDLDDIFICIE, #HFICH > TRE
LICESNELE, I FEIYDIEHE ETED,. HFICE>THREESNF L/E, 3l
FIEBDRADIESX, FIEBDEEDTELEENTHD, FDHBBSAEEICL>THYZE
RoTHENFT, INSDEGICHEVNT, BIEINTIANDOFEDEZZN LT, #7239
HMREROHNDRLEDHBDEETHZ - DDEBHZMEEICRLTESNET, TLUT. ZZBHE
T IREZEDERZHABAVNSNTULWEVWEDD, EBZINA TRIRZHDESTESE UTUEDIFT
WBZEZBETEXRYT, CNIEFI/N\RICKBEBEE | ETHA IREAEEFNTVBIERTY,
BENED (CDN. AAEBEEFIHDOHEEE LTIBN SN, PHATAIRAKREFTESND A
(CEESDTY, F/NRDEEF 1 E1~-58 PADICCEBEDB o/ CEFBRFELEICEDH
o/, CERXIFETE /e 2 CDTIE HDICHEEBICHENEe 3TINTDEDIE, &
DIIEL D TESHE, ESNELDT. CDHICESTIETEELDIF—DEEBD 27/, 4
CDTICIENDED B o2/ CDVDEIEANDHTH o/, 5HGEDPICEN)TL S, AL
CRIEFHTBEIEBD 27,

14 BITERETT, 14 CEBIEANEED T, BESDRICIEFPOIE, BESEEDTDEH
FE/Ee XDABEEDNESFKESNEDEDFELUTDEHATH S CDHIEBAEFS EICHS
THESNE FUTSEEVEDFHNAIIRAKTHDZEN 16-18 i THEISNEKT, 16 M
LXBG. CDIDBEEHELEEEDIDPNS, BADLICXSICEAES T, 17 EFE
F—CILLEO2TEZEN, BAEFSEFAITR - FUINCEODTEELEDNS THS, 18
VWEEDDTRHZEEEFE VAL XDHZEESIEHENBDE D FDHD, HEHEZHEH&
NEDTH B,
FEEEENBDHEEZARICEIIZLDIC, 1T RKRIGETDHOHEMEEE LTI E(CKS
n, @HeEESNEALRICHERDEINE LR, LA L., £IT2@BOEEESE LTD1 TRER
(X, FEEEBBDESIEELI—RZEBEIHDTY, BEELLEOSEIIEBRTLE, ZDE
BIEZBRSN, FAEELBFBICE>TEASNE U, Z2<DHE. FEDRKKPINRICRE =M.
I CHDOIE>THIRNICIENE Uice LA LA ZRERICEWVWT, BEXZRICHELS F(CHlF
T, —ERDTESNIEDTY, COHEEE., IRDHOEZDOHRBDEEM(F. INSOEICHL
TA IREDNFEEINTND, HBBAWIEBRESNTWBRZDDOERDMMS., BEEEE. CBRES
NnNXI, COZDODIS(E. 3EDEBTCINS ZDDMSDEICRIND T TROEDAERME(C
KO TDOMHAEERDEDTY, INSDMS, FUTELDEEZERDIE. FNESHBE L TRk
[CIEEICERATEZDONZEB TVWEXL LS, £T 2HICHIRADDIMS., BFEELCDODVWTER
THFRL&E D,

2 CDRDODIFICIE. HFICH > TRESICESNE U, BIXHFEBYDIEEETE
&, HFICk>THREESNF L,

BRETHDEVWSZ LR, FEAEDBE, RIEBFENEDOTVWBRZEZEKUEXT, TY
HS, BOEFEULTRHSNTWVND A TRERIE. OB UXEEZERTDINTOHDD
HERETHDEFTRIDZIENTEXYT, LKL, 1R - FURNZEHNBINEEHEE, D
FEWEINDIDTY, INVANDFH 1 ES A #lF, ACC3DPDRLETSESSICLED
2T #MESETIR - FUINCEODTSEADFICLESE, BELOTHESIUCDEDT
HE5NELE,

LEICHMRNRIEBED, CCICBFEREENNTULRVLDIE, BHEENSFEFICROHSNTUL
el=®TY, TINS, EBELENBFEUTHBFICINEIET, BL=BHYT. EFHIR
HHEIC, BOFHEHE L TOEBGZEZEFEZLCOHNBEESIDTY, CTlE. 1 IR - FURXMDEFEL
TOHAIICIE, EDKXSIHRENDEVNVAHDDTLLSIH. FDEWIE, 2 HDKRHDI(CES
NTWBRZEDNSRATEXRY, HFICELDTHRZESNF L/ CNHIN\RICKDEEE
1 ENDENDTHD, ZITRAIAFKDBOGHDHEETHDERSNTVWET, I TIC
AITREDBEETHDEEBSNTWLWENSTY, T/\RICKDEBEEE 1 E3HZERNVELTL
&V, INTDEDIE, CDFHICk > TESHE, ESHREBDT. CODHICKISTICTE
EDE—DELD o/ 1 ITR - FURNZHBDHIBI-EREFHBDEF. IBTY, LHULZEN
FEENBHSDEDTEBHD XA, AEBREEBFICINEZDTY, 1 TREKRISKENSEE



93, BOHEHFTT, BhEDRICIES SN IFTRL, BEEZDHDTLUE, D E
M BEEETEVWS ZDOREZREIFICHRIZLSEZ2PEPVBIIBAEBRICEETET, 3HD
SET. £(72BOHEETH DM IREN. WH BB EELDHBNEETERETHDET
HBDRUHNRENTWEY, 3BT SBERD XY, IHFIHDFEADIES, F/iFDEED
TELBENTED, EDHBBAZERLICL > THYZEFR> THS51FET,
ANRICKDBEEE 1 ETHRICEBRULDY, INSOSERI/N\RT1EHHNEELESEHE
HRICH /o ERFTH/EWVWDIBEZEMITTVERT, CO—MLEIFTH, ZZICESN
ERBEERZ(CERULSLS ETIERSHICTH, 1 IRARHITEERDIBPTHDIZEZPESHIC
LTWET, ZNE=DDMIZUEEEICK>TRENTWEKY, —DB. #HAEHDEHDIE
E, FEMDEEDTELLENTH S, FHEICHO>T, HHBEZRVT, BOREEZTLE(CH
NEESZEDTEDED, HHDHFEUVLEFBA, 1HVPE42E8EHTHIZSELNE
9. 8 PELIEE, CHAIPDELDSE, LELUIE, DELDFEHEFHDEIC, PELDRE
ZF. FAEREGICSEZIELEBL),

HHADBSICDODWTHDEADEEXTTHDEERULED, HENZEZSHALEDTDHES. TRYT
BEIEFEEINZDEEEN B THDICEZRKRULET, BERSHIHESOREEME(ICEZ
BUWHNSTY, UDNUREBENIIREZRDEE. EBRE—ADABZERTWETD, 272D
ATEHRL, BHEEORERRNEESDTEATT, FNLEIFTERL, BOREEFTHRLL, =
DBE LT, 1 IRREPDAEDZEHHENEHMATVNEXT,

ADAREE, ABDSETEZAEDNADESBEDEZEZSNET, £o7<EU DNA =D
AEZAEVWFBA, —IIERERTEZEFEFERBDUOTIN., BFRICEA—TREHDFTEA, BITA
BTEBWED, S UEEABDODRETHEEZDZEFTEREA. ULH UL IZREMNFDZ
DBOIFE (L. BDIFE EZLICE—TYT, DENDBOERTHZDEDTHIENSZET
I, IND, AEELIBOUEBEZE=—K, TRBRHER, F. BELEWS=DDERBDIAETH
DIBEHNS, —DDERE, —DDOHDOHEZHE I DEFEEEERT DEHTI,
CCTAIRICEBNDBOE=ZDREIE. FDHBEIAZELICI D THYER>THENST
ETY, TNISBOEETHD, COHDHSWRHDEXET DHDEIETY, BE(F, BOD
SENFEHEHREMEESDEMEICEWVNT, XEAEENEEEIEDEBERRITEODOEA
[CRHAC EZPEICRUTVWET, COEBHAREINTWVWBIEAO—D, IRVANDFHK1 &
HERTHFLLS,

INYVANDFE 1 E 115 FEFUINCH T, BESBHEESIIRHSETEELDEL
o INTERECBICKBEBDFEICITTSITDERIICLED), BEDUCDFDKSICE
DHENTLED TS

COHDRBTETR. RBHOIICIEXFIEZRDIPDOXETICHD. BEEHOBNICHK-THE
Z@EDETESNETET, ZUTATILANDFRICENE, 1 TRZENZDHBDTY, T
HD1ILRkk(E, BB THODETHEHDET, INH 3 EHDROOMNMBELURIEZBTY, 7
FPAFEDELDERLLEZES. WEBEFAT. KWVEBHTDEDEICEINRFLE, CNHAI
RROEUHNDERRBRITER. IBROEFEDEETY, BOREDEBETHD., BORED
TERIBNTHD., HHDZEFICK>TFEELRZADEEETHD AN, BS5EKEULEFED
FRECEWNT, RIBZDPEHCEYRBECENMEDTY, LI, ZN—1EDE_(IETHD
BOEFH, CEEDEBEZRITHECENINDAICHK UEXIFTSNIEREBDENH DX U,
ZFNEFOBDHZER UEKIFTDHET U, BEFOBHZZNRFICHFDETH >7ZDH. ZN
(XZDAIREK. TRBRHOEHDETFH. TERBIDIBTHDRBHASTEERDIABTEH>IEHST
I, HFHEFICIESIREFELABD >SS CZE, OABDOEEZESEL., ZTOFOSHES
B5CEDTEDHR—DREERBRIBATHOIZDTYI, BHATRICEDRWVFETHDE I~
DIEB(E. BFICEERDBTHEH >N S5TY, BEEBNZMURXITE. FEEDPHS KM
DZO, ELUREECRD, HEERURIFEBE UTCBEET DI ENTERZDTY, BLreS
LTLEE W, FAFBEAEK TYIANBRZDHN D EBRANFT UTcs 1 TRERUBTE 1 T RHKRLL
BHOHDDTY, BEICEELENHDDIEA TRRDILEEEFTT, TNIL 2000 Fichi=37E
E. B, BELHNROEEDERTH 72D T, ZLTSHSFURMBEET DETORH]



([CREZDINTDZ &IF. 2000 FRIICHDT+FRTEEICK ULEIFoNZHMWZEIRDEDOTLWST
I, HhCDEZERDLSE, FEeTEICHWIL. HRZBSEOHICERINZZIEFABHDFE
ho 1 TRERIGHFED L THRBWBHEEZESNE UL, 1 TRENEHNS IHANZ SN
. Y VEFIsahrsnNE U, PYLDSTPITS/I\AL, E—t. FULTIBREZDINTD
EICEDRT. INTOADEMONRNSPTREICHESH(CEINZDTY, Z2LTS5H. FA
EENAMIR - FURMZEUTHEMNT B0, O—VANOFRK SEE17EHESLSICIES
FFUIREEBICRGEFETFTAERDDTI, ZLC TETNDFREZ_2F 128 FUX
REEBICEELS, DT, CNIEAITRAEDERETHDETHDZEERUTULLSD,
WWX, UN U, SODBNIEHDEEETHDF VAN CEWT, AAEBEEBOMHEFAIIR - F
AR UICIEARTTERAETHBZRNDIELDICBEDEXRT, ZLUTAIR - FURMZBLTHZ
5028 (E. AEBEDFENBFHSN, MENDZETT, O—FANDFRK 3 F 22 fild. DM
L. CDBEE. 96P5, 7R - FUIREBFLCEZEILEDT, BULEINTDAICEZS
NEBDETT, FZILEFIFHDFE A EBZTVWERT, UDNUARISEBICEKRLRIZBATICHK
WEROTWEYT, TIHNSATILEDEEL. CORVIDEXH 4B TROB(CHEED, 1T
AEDEMEVNVEBE LD HEN TV RDELR EFEBICRI CEICKISPLLKEFLEEZSRT

I HFOZ(HEEBE L, WHEVESDELDETES L. #FREFENLD BT
NEFELSNFLUE A TREDEEVNEEXIDENTVWDRAICDVWTIIEBEBRICERUE
ITH, 1 TREROEEHNEMEN=E XD E(EBDHDCTENTVDIBBEIE. BHELE S NARLRDE
FTHH., CEEHLEESINTEFEOEHEETHD. SEBENBSOHICTBNIEEM 5%
B, XL TEESNDIEAEHNSTY, REDEHF 4E 12HEE>TVWEY, XKD FTZD
HEDENC, BIESHEPOASNEZBEIANFBICSEZSATUNEGNDS T,
BEATHDEBTHEALDEENBSNKIN. AEEORHNSEDHTLIEZDETZDEBD
HEZERE—DTY, WEBEEFZDHEECEZEIITLWBITLLOD, ZOHEEZERL
TWBTL&SH. ZDESECHKOTVBTLLSD. ZOHEEDLEIDENDTY, &
TRSZDHEECZHNRHEL., ZOREAIRENSTY, EEHBOEHEALESIND
eHlc. 1 IRFFHBSOGEMTSNE U, S C0ERZE. TOMBEFEIND S
DEEZBULTEELTVWEY, 2ITlE. BSEATERINEEMEZRTINV E. RTEBEDRK
WDEHICBSEATRENEMZERIHICEDET, HUHBIEN, FaiBLKDH, FURS
ZE0. ZUTRIBICIN T TRV ZR(FTEF VR MDHRFTHDRES, SBZOBZE(ICHICSN
TBESEBELET, YIBC DEEETHRVWARDSESNHEBLEIN. COREIIFTES
MEEEE UTSNINREHTOF ) A MDE (BR) EOBUTDEZRHBUTWVWET, RES
DARN . BFRICCOBEODEER ZRIREDHER, EHEHIESXTENZELEZDIET
I, FADF D DE. EBEHNEREDOMBENS/N\Y ERERD., FAleBFHC/INY EREDHLS
BUVWET, finFxL&LS



Hebrews 1:1-4 Jesus is the Better Word 1 TR (&, [E3DCT <Az &E

Today, we will begin to dig into this book of Hebrews. As | mentioned last week, the
theme that flows through this book is that Jesus is better. And with nearly every
paragraph change in the book, we see a different way that Jesus is better. Remember,
we don’t know the writer of Hebrews, so when other books start with an introduction to
the author, this letter jumps right to the point. Today, we will start with the first four
verses, Hebrews 1:1-4, where we see right at the beginning that Jesus is the better
Word. We use words all the time in order to reveal more of ourselves to each other.
While God is not human, the Bible uses human language to describe his actions so that
we can better understand who God is. And so the Bible talks about God speaking as
well, and that is what we will see in this passage today. And Jesus is the better, really
the best Word that God has spoken to us. Let’s read this passage as we begin. 1 Long
ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, ?but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things, through whom also he created the world. *He is the radiance of the glory of God
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, *having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs.

The fact that God speaks at all is where this passage begins. Verse 1 begins with the
amazing truth that God speaks to reveal himself to us. 1 Long ago, at many times

and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets... The poetry in these
verses is beautiful in Greek throughout these 4 verses, but the first line here is
particularly stunning with the repeated sounds of “p” like prophet or “propheteis” used
in most of these words. Even in the grammar that is used and the words that are
chosen, the book of Hebrews is making it clear that Jesus Christ is a more perfect
revelation of God himself than anything that came before. And the fact that God speaks
is absolutely incredible. It is a fact and a thought deserving of the highest of language,
the most glorious language that points to the glory of God himself. After all, why should
God reveal himself to us? In every way, we have rejected him and rebelled against his
will. The reason humanity and nations needed the prophets was to call us to turn back
from our sins. And the Bible makes clear that all of us are sinners. Romans 3:23 says,
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. We needed God to speak to us,
because the Bible tells us that “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands;
no one [EVEN] seeks for God...” Romans 3:10-11. So, the further we get away from the
direct conversations that God had with the few humans who followed him, even
imperfectly, like Adam, Noah, Abraham and Moses, God sends prophets who try to call
sinful Israel back to himself. And it wasn’t just Israel, but even the capital of the
Assyrian empire, Ninevah, received a message from God to repent through the
unimpressive prophet, Jonah. God chose many different men and women as prophets
who gave messages from God in lots of different ways. The Old Testament records
some of the many words that were spoken by those prophets, but we also see them do
things like Hosea marrying an unfaithful prostitute in order to show how much God loved
his people when he redeems his wife. There was the prophet Ezekiel who laid on his left
side for 390 days to show the 390 years of Israel’s sin and 40 days on his right to show
the 40 years of sin of Judah. As great a demonstration of God speaking that we see all
throughout the Old Testament, what is coming after is better!



“but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son... This is the better word! History
is divided by the time before Jesus Christ, and the time after Jesus Christ. It is divided
by how God spoke and related to people before Jesus and how he relates to others
after Jesus. The fact that everything that comes after Jesus is called the last days
shows us that this is culminating event that everything in history was leading to. Jesus is
the focal point of history and the focal point of God’s timeline for our world. The Son of
God is the final and best word. Look again at verses 2-3. “but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world. *He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his
nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. In these verses God gives
us through the writer of Hebrews two reasons why God the Son is the final and best
Word of God. And while here at the very beginning, the name of Jesus is not used, we
can be certain that the writer has in mind the designation of Jesus as the Word of God.
This is what Jesus is called in John 1. As the chapter unfolds, we are introduced to the
living Word of God who is then identified as Jesus. John 1:1-5 says, 1 In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. Then drop down to
verse 14. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. Finally the
Word’s and the Son’s identity as Jesus is revealed in verses 16-18.16 For from his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; God
the only Son, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. Just as the prophets
spoke the Word of God to the people, Jesus came to earth as the living Word of God to
reveal God to the people that God had created. But Jesus as the living Word of God is
unique to the words spoken by the prophets. The prophets words were finite. They were
limited in scope, and carried by imperfect voices. They were specific in many cases to a
particular time and circumstance and came sporadically over centuries. But in Jesus,
God has spoken once for all for the rest of time. The significance of this speech, this
Word, is seen in the two different titles that Jesus is called or inferred to have in these
verses - heir and king. Both of these are only possible because of his true nature which
is seen at the beginning of verse 3 between these two titles. Let’s look at these titles
and more importantly, why they accurately can be applied to Jesus.

Let’s think about this first title, heir, in verse 2. >but in these last days he has spoken to
us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he

created the world. To be an heir almost always means that there is a family relationship
involved. So, we have Jesus who is identified as a Son to God who can claim to be an
heir to everything that God owns and claims dominion over. But for those of us who
know Jesus Christ, we also are called sons of God. Ephesians 1:5 says, 5 he predestined
us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will... I have mentioned it before, but the reason it doesn’t say sons and daughters here
is because only sons had the right to inheritance, so by all of us being adopted as sons,
men and women, sons and daughters together, we equally share the inheritance of being
a child of God. So what is significantly different about the sonship of Jesus Christ? We
begin to see that difference in what the end of verse 2 says, through whom also he
created the world. This is also the connection back to John 1 where we see that Jesus is



the living Word of God, as it already told us that Jesus was the Creator. Remember back
to John 1:3, 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made. You and | if we know Jesus Christ are sons and daughters of God,
but we are not that from natural birth. We are adopted. Jesus is naturally from eternity,
the Son of God. He was not only present at creation, he was the creator. This naturally
leads into that middle section between heir and king that makes both of those roles
exist.

As verse three begins, we see the basis for Jesus, the living Word of God, being both
heir and king, and better than any words that came before. Verse 3 begins, °He is the
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power. We already saw this in John 1, but these words are
affirming what John 1:1 declared that the “Word was with God, and the Word was
God...” This verse alone makes it clear to anyone willing to really examine what is said
here that Jesus is fully God. It does so with 3 separate statements. One...he is the
radiance of the glory of God. There is no one and nothing in the universe that can share
fully in the glory of God apart from God himself. In Isaiah 42:8 God says, | am the Lord;
that is my name; my glory | give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. For anyone
to claim or have claimed about them that they ARE the radiance of the glory of God,
means that they themselves must be God, since God does not give his glory to anyone
else. But when we look at Jesus, we are looking at a man, but not just any man, a man
who bears the full glory of God himself. But not just his glory, TWO, he also has his
nature, in fact, the exact imprint of his nature. You can think of a person’s nature as
being in human terms, DNA. No two people share the exact same DNA, even in identical
twins it is nearly the same, but not exactly. And God is not human, so we cannot think of
him in these human terms, but this God nature that Jesus has is exactly the same as the
nature of God, which means that the Son of God is God himself. It’s why we define the
nature of God as being a Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit who are three distinct persons
who share the one essence, one nature of God. There is yet a THIRD aspect of God
here that we see in Jesus, he upholds the universe by the word of his power. This is
God’s sovereignty and his Providence over everything in this world. The Bible is clear
that God’s control extends over everything in the world, both in the creation of the
universe, the world, and us; in both the things that we call good AND those things we
consider bad. Look at Ephesians 1which is just one place we see this truth.

Ephesians 1:11 says, '' In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the
counsel of his will... Even the evil in this world is ultimately under the control of a
sovereign God who is working all things according to his purposes. And according to
Hebrews, Jesus is that God.

Being God, Jesus is both heir and king. That is where the end of verse 3 lands

at. ...After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high... This is Jesus’s rightful and final destination, on the throne of the universe. The
one who is the radiance of God’s glory, the one who is the the exact imprint of God’s
nature, the Sovereign one who upholds the universe by the word of his power took his
rightful seat with God the Father on the throne of the universe he himself created. But it
was only after doing one final thing that only the second person of the Trinity, God the
Son could do before he rested from his work and took his seat on the throne. That work
was to make purification for sins. Why was making purification for sins particularly the



work of the Son? It was because this Jesus, God the Son, was both fully God and fully
man. He was the only fully righteous human who could take the sin of other humans on
himself and bear the punishment for those sins, since he himself had no sin to be paid
for. The only reason he could be fully sinless was because he was also fully God, who
could rise from the dead after accomplishing that purpose and return to his rightful
throne and sit down having accomplished his work. Remember, | said near the beginning
that Jesus divides history. There is before Jesus and then there is after Jesus. Really it
is Jesus’s death and resurrection that divides history. It was the focus of 2000 years of
prophecy, of sacrifices, of words of warning and promise. And everything that happens
from now until Christ returns is looking back towards an already accomplished salvation
that happened 2000 years ago on that cross. There is nothing left to do for God to
bring this world to its end and fully destroy sin and redeem his people. Jesus spoke the
final word on the cross. Satan was defeated when Jesus rose from the grave. The
object of the faith of everyone from Adam to Abraham to Moses to all the Old
Testament saints had now been fully revealed. And today when we put our faith in Jesus
Christ, we become “...fellow heirs with Christ...” as Romans 8:17 tells us and “we will
also reign with him...” as 2Timothy 2:12 says. Is this the same as Jesus being an heir
and king? No. But in Christ as the better word of God, we come to know God in a way
that is impossible apart from the Son of God, Jesus Christ. And the access to knowing
God through Jesus Christ is to have our sins purified, forgiven. Romans 3:22 tells us this
forgiveness, this purity or “righteousness of God [comes] through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe.” But people look to many different places for salvation all the time.
So the writer of Hebrews is only beginning to show us all the things that Jesus is better
than as this first opening statement ends with verse 4. *having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. We will
look at Jesus’s superiority to the angels in a couple of weeks, but the reason Jesus’s
name is more excellent than angels is because he is the uncreated Son of God, heir to
the universe he created, who rules and reigns over the creatures he died to redeem. As
Acts 4:12 tells us “there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved.” There are millions and millions of words spoken every day in thousands
of languages, but there is only one living Word of God who can purify us from our sins.
Are we listening to that Word? Are we trusting in that Word? Are we following that
Word? That Word’s name is better, because that Word is better, and his name is Jesus.
He gave his life so we could be restored to God. And we remember that sacrifice
through this meal we call the Lord’s Supper, where we take bread that represents his
body that was willingly broken and juice for blood that willingly shed for our salvation. |
invite you to join us in this meal today if you are follower of Christ who has repented of
sin and trusted Christ, and then been obedient in being baptized. While we welcome
those who are not members of YIBC to participate, this meal connects us with the local
Body of Christ where we should be participating as members. For parents, the best way
to show children the importance of this meal is to not allow them to participate when
they are not ready. After | pray the Deacons will distribute the bread and cup from the 4
corners of the sanctuary and then we will eat and drink the bread and cup together.
Let’s pray.



