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Romans 11:33-36 Soli Deo Gloria Glory to God Alone

Today we are coming to the final of the five solas of the reformation, these 5
statements that summarize the reformation teachings of the gospel. That the good news
of salvation in Jesus Christ is known through Scripture Alone, based on grace alone
through Faith alone in Christ alone, and today we will see that all of this is for God’s
glory alone. Soli Deo Gloria, the glory of God Alone is the outcome of salvation when
that salvation has nothing to do with human effort. If salvation was based on our works,
or could be purchased through indulgences given by the Pope for money, or could be
earned through spiritual practices like prayer, meditation, veneration and pleasing to the
point of worship our ancestors or any other actions then the glory would go to someone
or somewhere else other than God. But salvation is completely his work from before
creation, through the fall of man, to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, and
culminating in our glorification in eternity with him forever. So, God himself alone gets
the glory. Our passage today is a short one, only 4 verses, but those 4 verses show us
why God ultimately gets the glory in salvation. Turn in your Bibles to our passage today,
Romans 11:33-36. Let’s read this as we begin. 33 Oh, the depth of the riches

and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his
counselor?” 35 “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 36 For from
him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

This passage is a doxology, a hymn of praise to God, that comes in Romans right after
the Apostle Paul has been explaining from Romans 9-11 how Gentiles and Jews are both
the chosen people of God to be included in the grace of God and granted salvation
through Jesus Christ. The incredible nature of this revelation of God’s inclusion of
everyone to be his people, spiritual Israel, leads to a moment of praise. It is as if after
arguing all of this, he says let’s just take a minute and praise God for all he has done for
us in salvation! This passage shows us three reasons why this salvation brings glory to
God and should be a reason to worship. The first of those reasons is the extent of
God’s wisdom. Verse 33 begins with these incredible words. 33 Oh, the depth of the
riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways! God’s riches, wisdom and knowledge are seen as as being
unsearchably and unknowably deep. When we talk about whether we can really know
something, our capacity for that is limited by human capabilities. If | tell you to calculate
the actual liters of water in the ocean, you may be able to make a guess that will be on
scientific measurements and data collected over the years, but there is no way to know
with real precision whether that is correct or not. And yet, Isaiah 40:12 asks the
rhetorical question about God, Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand
and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure
and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? The expected answer
here is God has done all of this and more! The smallest detail of scientific exploration
that we can undertake, God already knows. And when it comes to even knowing other
humans, we are limited in that capacity as well. Some we know better than others, our
spouse, our children, maybe our parents or a best friend. But the Bible is clear in
1Corinthians 2:11 that even that is limited. For who knows a person’s thoughts except
the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of
God except the Spirit of God. 1Corinthians 2:11 is ending by making the same point as
Romans 11 here, that it is impossible for the human mind and reasoning to fully know
God. Of course Paul will go on to make the case that we have the Holy Spirit who



knows God and is God in us to help us understand God. And God who knows each of us
and each human being he has created for his own glory intimately according to Psalm
139:1-3, O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 2 You know when | sit down
and when | rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 3 You search out my path and
my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. But while we can learn more of what
God expects from us, to truly know and understand all the why and how behind
salvation is far beyond our understanding. We can understand the gospel, and know
that it is by God’s grace alone, through our faith we have in Jesus alone that we are
saved. We may even fully understand the important Biblical and theological terms like
justification and sanctification, and their importance to our salvation. But none of that
knowledge has even begun to help us understand the thinking of a sovereign all-
powerful, and all-knowing God who exists as three persons in perfect fellowship with
each other in one God, but yet chooses to make humans knowing they will sin and rebel
against their creator. And then in an even more shocking display of God’s providence,
not only let those humans continue to live, but to provide them with a way to be
restored into a relationship with him through Jesus Christ, the Son of God himself. Yes,
we can know this happens as fact through the gospel message. We can and | hope you
have accepted that gospel as truth by repenting of your sin and following Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior. We can be thankful and even live our lives as we should in response
to that faith in Jesus Christ. But still say with the awe of the Apostle Paul as he explains
those great truths of the gospel - Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable [or
impossible to know are] his ways! Why does he justify guilty sinners by judging them to
be not guilty? We know its only because of faith in Jesus Christ out of love for us. But
does that really answer the deepest question of why? No, it doesn’t. Why would he
make all of the riches of heaven and his own glory available to us? He knows why. It was
from his own wisdom and complete knowledge of creation from start to finish that he
determined before creation itself that purpose and plan. But do we know what he was
thinking in all of this - NO! But we are the undeserving and unworthy recipients of this
wisdom that brought about the plan for salvation of God’s people. All the glory goes to
God because it is completely his plan, his wisdom, his timing, his purpose, that results in
his grace and his mercy, his salvation extended to all of us who will believe and follow
Jesus Christ.

It's not a plan that makes sense in our human understanding. And this is the second
reason that God receives the glory. Because God’s glory in salvation does not make
sense from human reasoning. We see this in verses 34-35. 34 “For who has known the
mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?”

35 “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” Would any of us have
planned salvation like God did? We have a completely holy and righteous God who is
purely and completely sinless and even defines what sin is, and humans who according
to Romans 3:23, that all [of them] have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. God’s
plan was first to not destroy those humans who had failed to glorify him, but instead to
love them and save them in a very specific way. John 3:16 tells us this, 16 “For God so
loved the world,[a] that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. God’s plan was not to overlook our sin or ignore it, but to
have a substitute take the punishment for our sin by dying on the cross. That substitute
was his Son, Jesus Christ, God the Son. If it was up to us we may have tried to counsel
God about this. We would have said God, let me explain to you a different way to do



this. In fact, we try to do this all the time. We do this when we think, I’'m not bad enough
to really be a sinner, because we can’t comprehend how the mind of a holy God sees the
ugliness of our sin. Many would even question the goodness of God and try to remove
parts of the Bible that would seem out of line with God’s love, but perfectly in keeping
with holiness that can have nothing to do with human sin. Or we recognize the evilness
of our sin, but can’t accept the full grace of God, so we try to offer good works or our
own morality as gifts to God to earn his salvation. We hope wrongly that God will repay
us good based on how moral we are or how much good we have done. But once again
we do not understand the mind and understanding of a holy God. He is a God who looks
at even our best most moral actions in the way Isaiah 64:6 describes. We have all
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. Our best actions,
most righteous and moral actions are like a filthy dirty and stained shirt in light of God’s
holiness.

God gets the glory in salvation because his wisdom is vast, beyond anything we can
begin to understand, and his plan does not make sense to human understanding. But
verse 36 gives us a third related reason why these first two reasons for God to get the
glory in salvation is far beyond our human understanding. All of this points to the truth
that God’s glory in salvation comes from his sovereignty over all things including his
plan of redemption. Verse 36 says, For from him and to him are all things. Everything
that exists proceeds and came from God himself and he has authority over all those
things he created. The word that describes this absolute power and control is
sovereignty. The reason that God gets the glory in salvation is that literally from start to
finish from creation to recreation in a new heaven and new earth, he planned and
brought everything into being and worked through history to bring Jesus Christ into the
world. And even once Jesus had completed his mission on earth to die on the cross, God
sent His Holy Spirit to empower that good news, the gospel, of Jesus Christ to go all
throughout the world. Everything is from and to him, there is nothing that can
legitimately say they do not ultimately belong to God himself, including us and our
eternal destination. I’'ve used this quote before from Abraham Kuyper, an early 20th
century Calvinist Dutch theologian. He made the best summary of Christ’s and therefore
God’s sovereignty. There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human
existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: 'Mine!"™ For from
him and to him are ALL things!

We can never understand God’s wisdom. God’s purpose and plan will always have an
extent of mystery to us, and will not be understood fully in this life. All because the
Sovereign God has determined and planned and oversees to the smallest detail and
tiniest part every single aspect of everything we experience in our lives and we can learn
about in this universe. So, the final words of Romans 11 and really the entire first part
of Romans that gives us the most clear and full explanation of the gospel anywhere in
the Bible can only be these words - To him be glory forever. Amen. Our salvation should
drive us worship, to glorify God with every part of our being. You see salvation is not
just a set of doctrines we believe. The work of God to bring himself glory by saving
sinful humans is for the purpose of changing those he saves to bring him that glory. So,
as Paul continues writing this letter to the Roman Christians, he moves into chapter 12
by writing in Romans 12:1-2, | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your



spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect. By becoming a living sacrifice, giving up our lives to
seek the life that Christ has for us here on this earth brings glory to God and is the goal
of our salvation. God is glorifying himself by sovereignly working out our salvation to
bring us to himself and then changing us to reflect more and more of his glory to the
world around us until one day we stand in the full presence of his glory fully transformed
into his image and likeness for all of eternity. And this is the message of the Gospel
when we look to Scripture alone, and see that by grace alone, through faith alone, in
Christ alone, God alone gets the glory through us as His people. Let’s pray.



