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Christ Alone- Sola Christus TAD®DY 33 : DR¥XDH Romans 3:21-26

How many of you have ever watched a video on Youtube to learn to do something so
you could fix something, cook something, or make something on your own without
having to rely on someone else. | have, although it hasn’t always worked as easy as the
videos make it seem! Some people really like DIY projects - do it yourself projects, and
YouTube has become a primary source for people to learn to do those things. Its why
Ikea with its black and white drawings that sometimes are confusing is also popular as
people save money by putting together their own furniture. But while you can DIY a lot
of things in this world, things go seriously wrong when we try to DIY our spiritual lives.
We look within ourselves or to society around us or our family of origin for an answer to
the imperfection and evil that exists in this world and in us. And we look for ways to
relate to the supernatural if we believe that it exists or to relate to our world and
perhaps reject anything outside of this world. And while we may be able to build a wall in
our house ourselves that will serve the purpose and even if it is not as good as a
professional builder it will look okay and serve as a wall, we fail miserably when we
approach our spiritual life in the same way. We don’t just build something that looks
okay but may not be perfect, we build a structure for our life that will fail in the light of
eternity and the holy requirements of God. By the time of the Reformation, the Gospel
had become in many ways a human DIY work to be right with God through doing things
the church, the Roman Catholic Church said you should and the Reformers realized that
human effort towards salvation from sin would fail. So they called out the Pope and the
Bishops of the Church to return to a gospel based on the 5 Solas that we have been
studying. So far in our study, we have looked at Sola Scripture - Scripture Alone, Sola
Gratia - Grace Alone, and Sola Fide- Faith Alone. Today we come to the 4th Sola - Sola
Christus, Christ Alone. This idea of Christ alone is what connects each of the other
Solas together. Christ is at the root of the first three solas and is the focus of all of
God’s glory as we will see next week. Christ alone can do the spiritual work we cannot
do to save us. And it is that work on the cross that unifies all the Solas of the
reformation. We see this today in our passage in Romans 3:21-26.

Let’s read these verses to begin: 21 But now the righteousness of God has been
manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—
22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there
is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. As we begin looking at this passage
remember that the SOLAS begin with Scripture alone. And in verses 21-22 of Romans
3, we see that in Scripture, Jesus Christ is the central theme of the Bible. Let’s read
these verses as we begin. 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear withess to it—22 the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. There is a lot in
these two verses! The first idea that comes to us in these verses is the idea of
righteousness or sinlessness, holiness. This is the primary problem that the Reformers
were trying to address- sin and righteousness. It is the primary problem that all religions
are trying to address in some sense. Whether a religion is focused on what is ethical or
moral and what isn’t or whether there is a focus on finding solutions to the evil in the



world that so clearly exists, they are still dealing with the problem of sin. Of course, the
Bible gives the only clarity on what sin is, and other religions create their own definitions
of moral evil. But the idea of sin is seen as a problem by the majority of the world. The
problem is that most people do not see themselves as sinners. Sin is a moral problem
that either a small number of people have or only cultural and social in nature, but not
personal. On the contrary, the very next verse, verse 23 of Romans 3 tells us For all
have sinned-:- and then defines the nature of that sin as falling short of the glory of
God, not living up to the standards of his honor and glory.

So, the Reformers were primarily dealing with the problem of how do we become
righteous so that we can be right with God. This is the problem the gospel solves. It is
what the idea of justification is all about - God declaring a guilty sinner, not guilty. And
this passage in Romans begin by telling us that this righteousness before God does not
come through keeping the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. But that isn’t all it tells
us. It says that it comes through faith in Jesus Christ, and that all of Scripture is
pointing to Jesus Christ. He is the central theme in the Scripture. Starting with Genesis
3:15 and the promise of a Savior, a covenant with Noah in Genesis 9 that reaffirms his
mercy in the face of sin, continuing through the covenant with Abraham in Genesis 12
that promised he would become a nation that would bless the world, and a covenant
with David in 2Samuel 7 that a king from his line would always reign on the throne. In
the law of Moses, we see our lack of righteousness and our need for someone to fulfill
that law and become our perfect sacrifice. Over and over, we read prophecy after
prophecy in the Old Testament that could only be fulfilled in the life of Jesus Christ. So
the Bible is clear at the beginning that we are sinners in need of God’s righteousness.
Our lack of righteousness is only made more clear as we read the Bible, but it also
becomes clear that there is a promised righteousness that comes through faith. We read
in Genesis 15:6, And he [Abraham] believed the Lord, and he [God] counted it to him as
righteousness. The Old Testament pointed to Christ and his righteousness that is
revealed in the New Testament. Each covenant that God made enabled the conditions
for the covenant of Grace through Jesus Christ to come into view. So when we look at
the Old Testament, we don’t come to it looking for salvation by following the law
established for the nation of Israel, we come looking for pictures pointing to the gospel
of grace by faith in a holy Savior, and that is exactly what we find.

So Christ himself is the theme of the whole Bible, so Sola Scriptura, Scripture Alone
would lead us to see Jesus Christ as the only source of righteousness. But this passage
continues to show is that righteousness comes only as a result of God’s grace and
Jesus Christ is the source of God’s grace. Let’s begin reading at the last phrase of
verse 22, For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over former sins. Once again, there is a lot of truth packed into just a few short verses.
Part of what Paul is dealing with in Romans is answering the question of who can
receive the gift of salvation, just Jews (?) or both Jews and Gentiles. His answer from
verse 22 is -+ “all who believe.” And the reason for that is that all of us are sinners as
we have already looked at in verse 23, and that righteousness is not by works but by
faith in Jesus Christ. So, anyone who believes in Jesus, receives him by faith as verse 25
says. This faith results in our justification, our being declared to be righteous in God’s



eyes because he sees Christ’s righteousness in us, rather than our sin which has been
forgiven. This verse says that justification comes by God’s grace, which we looked at
when we talked about Grace Alone a couple weeks ago.

But why is Jesus Christ particularly the source of God’s grace - that is the question
these verses answer. The answer is in two theologically rich words - redemption (v.24)
and propitiation (v.25). To redeem something is to purchase it. And when we look at the
testimony of Scripture, we see that indeed it was Christ’s blood that purchased our
freedom from sin. 1Peter 1:18-19 calls it a ransom payment made for us, 18knowing
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that
of a lamb without blemish or spot. But who received payment for our sin? There were
some early church theologians who tried to say that Jesus paid Satan. This cannot be
true. Colossians 2:15 says, 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to
open shame, by triumphing over them in him. This is Jesus “triumphing” completely
defeating Satan through the cross, not any sort of a negotiation or bargaining for a
payment. No, instead, Scripture seems to imply that the price of redemption was paid by
God in Christ to God himself. It was that human sacrifice required to pay for our sin by
becoming the object of God’s wrath. This is what is meant by the word propitiation. This
word is only used 4 times in the Bible, all in the New Testament. It means an offering
made to appease God’s wrath by taking that wrath on itself. In this case, it was Jesus,
God the Son himself, who according to 2Corinthians 5:21 was made:-: to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Jesus took our
sin on himself and died bearing the punishment of God’s wrath against our sin, so we
can be saved from ever experiencing that wrath. So Romans 5:8-9 says, 8 but God
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since,
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him
from the wrath of God. That wonderful verse of In Christ Alone is very true: Till on that
cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied; For ev’ry sin on him was laid —
Here in the death of Christ | live.

If those two things are true, that Jesus both redeemed us and bore the wrath of God for
our sin then it makes sense that Jesus Christ alone must be the object of our faith. So
verse 26 concludes, It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. The fact that Jesus
took God’s wrath on himself was necessary to show how righteous God is. He did not
overlook our sin, which would not actually be righteous at all. He did in fact punish that
sin by pouring out his wrath against sin on Jesus, God the Son. This maintained the
justice of God, because justice demands that sin must be paid for. To overlook sin would
mean that justice would not be served. But Jesus took the wrath of God, paid the price
for our sin, and then God the Father could look at us and say that we know longer owe a
penalty for our sin because it has been paid. Based on it being paid, God becomes the
justifier, by declaring us not guilty of that sin. But that justification is based on one
criteria alone - faith in Jesus Christ. We need to be clear in our understanding of this. It
is not faith in just God. There are many people convinced in some way that God is real,
but not that Jesus is the only way to approach God or to have a relationship with him.
James 2:19 says, You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—
and shudder! Demons, who work for Satan are not believers in Christ, but even they
fully believe in God. It is faith in a specific person of the Trinity, God the Son, Jesus



Christ, that saves us. But it is also faith in who he is. The only reason that his death
could both redeem us and propitiate our sin by taking away God’s wrath is because he is
holy and without sin. And the only reason he is holy is because he is both God and man
completely. To believe otherwise is to not truly believe in Jesus.

To have faith in Jesus, though, means only in Jesus. You can’t trust in Jesus and
something else. This was the problem and still is the problem of the Roman Catholic
Church. It is not faith in Jesus plus attending mass, being baptized, doing penance,
confessing to a priest. But it is also not adding Jesus to a list of other spiritual beings
that you believe in, such as many Buddhists seem willing to do in Japan. You can’t
continue to worship ancestors or to venerate them in a way that makes them into a
spiritual being that can bring good will into your life in some Godlike fashion. It is Jesus
alone that gives us access to the supernatural, to God himself. Our faith cannot be in a
church, or a priest, or in our religious obligations, or even in our social and ethnic
identity, but in the person and work of Jesus Christ alone. You can have sincere faith,
without that faith being in the right place. Only faith that is firmly rooted in Jesus Christ
as the object of that faith will save you. You cannot DIY your own salvation, because
that will leave your sins unforgiven and facing an eternity in hell under the wrath of God.
You need a Savior who can save you from your sin and God’s wrath, and that Savior is
Jesus Christ. Repent of your sins and turn to Christ alone for salvation. He redeemed
you by his blood on the cross and turned aside the wrath of God by bearing that wrath
that punishment for us. So, we sing in the song from earlier, In Christ alone my hope is
found. Let’s pray.



