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Ephesians 2:1-10 Grace Alone

Last week, we began a series to kick off the new year on the 5 “Solas” of the
Reformation and the foundational truths that form who we are as a church and what we
believe. The first Sola we studied was Sola Scriptura — Scripture Alone. The Bible is the
inspired, inerrant, infallible God breathed Word of God, and it is the authority in our
lives. Today we look at the second Sola of the Reformation, Sola Gratia, Grace alone.
This means that our salvation is completely dependent on God’s favor that he shows to
us that we do not deserve and cannot earn. It goes hand in hand with faith alone and
Christ alone that we will look at in the next two weeks. The definition of Grace is God’s
undeserved favor and kindness that he shows to us. It is at the very core of our faith.
Our passage today, Ephesians 2:1-10 shows us how God’s grace is necessary to our
lives, and why the reformers were willing to take a stand against one of the most
powerful entities on earth, the Roman Catholic Church, to defend the truth that
salvation is completely and totally a work of God’s grace.

Let’s begin by reading the first 3 verses of Ephesians 2 where we see that God’s grace
is necessary to our lives because, dead people need grace. 2 And you were dead in
the trespasses and sins ?in which you once walked, following the course™ of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience— *among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out
the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest
of mankind.” Why do we need grace? We were dead people! Do you know what dead
people do for themselves - nothing! This is the true state of everyone as soon as they
are born in their sin. A few weeks ago we talked about the nature of our sin, that it is
both by our very nature and by our choice that we sin against God. While on the outside
it may seem that we are very moral and good people. Even in the eyes of society, we
can be people of respect and honor. But in the eyes of God and in the light of God’s
Word, our lives are being lived as dead people under the control of spiritual evil. The
description of being dead in sin starts simple enough - we are “following the course of
this world.” But it quickly turns spiritual, we are actually following Satan, here called the
“prince of the power of the air.” It is Satan’s spirit, his desires that are at work in our
hearts as “sons of disobedience.” It’s easy to look at our lives and push back against this
description. What!?! I’'m not serving Satan! I’'m not being intentionally disobedient to
God! In our minds that can mean, I’'m not committing murder, adultery, stealing, hating
people (at least anyone who doesn’t deserve it). Surely, | am not included in these
people who are dead in their sin. But that is because we think that Satan wants people
to be God haters who go around trying to create atheists. We picture the worst sinner
in our head as someone who hates God. But the truth is that Satan doesn’t want any of
that. He is perfectly fine with creating very moral human beings who never think about
God but have the full respect of the world around them. So, you can follow the “course
of the this world,” which means in Japan, you are a great employee, who has a great
family, who gets along in respectable and honorable way in society, and still be following
Satan because you reject the God who created you. Or you can follow the “course of
this world,” that honors you as a multi-billionaire genius, and still be following Satan the
same as a murderous cult leader who maybe claims to be a Satanist. The reason we
don’t see that is that our view of sin is not God’s view. We think of big things like
murder as sin, but we don’t think that every act of selfishness on our part is an offense
against an infinitely holy God. But verse 3 makes clear the selfish nature of our sin -
among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of
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the flesh and the mind. At the root of our sin is a desire to live by our own rules, rather
than God’s rules. That’s why Romans 3:23 tells us that all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God. Rather than living in obedience to God and making decisions that
glorify him, we live by rules we create for ourselves based on our own desires or created
by society around us that is not following God either. And the fact is that we can’t do
anything about the state of our sin because as these verses begin by pointing out, we
are dead in them. This truth led the reformers especially John Calvin to recognize that
the Bible teaches that all humans are Totally Depraved...we cannot do anything to save
ourselves from that sin. A dead person cannot do anything for themselves and our sin
leaves us in the same predicament spiritually. And while we are spiritually dead here on
earth, the final result of our sin is an eternal death. We see this in that we are called,
“children of wrath.” Our sin deserves and must be punished by a holy God because he is
perfect and holy, and all our sin is directly against him. He is our creator and by being
the one who created us, he has the right to determine what is sin and what isn’t, and to
demand that his creatures bring glory to him. When we don’t his justice demands that
he punish our wickedness because of his hatred, wrath against our sin. Our spiritual
death during physical life will become eternal death in torment if we remain in that sin
until our death.

But notice the past tense of this situation... you WERE, not ARE. The reason this could
be in past tense and not presently true is because dead people receive grace. Look at
verses 4-9, that begins with what may be the two greatest words in the entire Bible.

* But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved

us, “even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by
grace you have been saved— °and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, ’so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by grace
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of

God, ?not a result of works, so that no one may boast. Our sin left us dead, helpless and
hopeless, BUT GOD came to our rescue. We could do nothing to save ourselves, so God
through an act of greater mercy and deeper love than we can really imagine, sent Jesus
Christ to save us from our sin. The Apostle John tells us how deep this act of love really
is. John 3:16 says, 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. God the Father gave his
son, Jesus Christ to the world to die for the world. 1Peter 2:24 tells us that this is what
it meant for Jesus to be given for us. It says, He (Jesus) himself bore our sins in his
body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed. When Jesus died on the cross, he died as the perfect sacrifice for sin,
he took our place, our punishment on that cross. We are saved by repenting of our sin,
turning away from our sin and confessing that it is sin against God; and turning to
Jesus, believing and trusting in him as the one who died for that sin. That is where
verses 8-9 come in. It is our faith in Jesus Christ that God sees and it becomes the basis
for our salvation. But these verses our clear that even that faith — according to verse 8
to 9 ...is not of your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no
one may boast. Next week, we will look more closely at this gift of faith, but for now just
know that the fact that that can even happen or is possible at all is as verse 5 says, by
grace you have been saved... and verse 8 repeats, by grace you have been saved. Dead
people can only be raised to life by the same power that raised Jesus Christ from the
grave - the power of God himself. So God through his own work, because of his deep



love for his creatures who sinned against him, did everything necessary to not only save
us from sin, but to raise us from death to eternal perfect life with Jesus Christ himself.
Verse 6 tells us, God...raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus... His grace goes so much further than just our salvation from sin.

Yes, it starts with saving us from sin and the consequences of God’s wrath that we are
under because of sin; but this is by no means the extent of what God is accomplishing
by his grace. Let’s start back at verse 7 again, and read through the end of today’s
passage verse 10. " so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been

saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, °not a result of
works, so that no one may boast. '°For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Grace is not just for future salvation, grace is necessary for life. Now raised from being
spiritually dead, God’s people live by God’s grace. If we are not careful we can get so
focused on the incredible promise of verse 7, that in the future, the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus,
that we fail to see the immeasurable riches of his grace are not just for the future but
for now when we get to verse 10. '°For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
When will we do these good works? Not in eternity. That is our eternal Sabbath rest
from work. No---we have new life, we are a new creation in Jesus Christ for the purpose
of doing good works that glorify God now, here on this earth. That word workmanship in
the original language is poiema. We get our modern English words of poetry and poem
from that word. It means something that someone is creating, but specifically something
artistic and beautiful.

Tim Keller had this to say regarding this passage: Do you know what it means that you
are God’s workmanship? What is art? Art is beautiful, art is valuable, and art is an
expression of the inner being of the maker, of the artist. Imagine what that means.
You’re beautiful --- you’re valuable -+ and you’re an expression of the very inner being of
the Artist, the divine Artist, God Himself. Your life is God’s poetry that he is writing on
the parchment of his universe, and it is beautiful and glorious when your life is lived as
an expression of God’s grace in fulfillment of his purpose for your life. So, where do we
go wrong? In trying to create the life we think is best for us, rather than submitting to
what God wants for us. In worrying about the things God has said are in his control and
trying to control them ourselves. In letting other people and circumstances determine
our choices or our selfish desires rather than seeking God’s will in the choices that we
come to in our lives. Salvation is not the end of our experience and need for God’s
grace, it is the beginning of understanding that we need more of God’s grace for all of
our lives to fully reflect the image of God we were created to be and the glory of God
we were intended to live for. Sin had wrecked God’s image in our lives, but Christ
restores the image of God and through the work of the Holy Spirit is growing us in
holiness and sanctification to be the masterpiece, God’s workmanship, his creation that
does the work that brings him the most glory here on this earth.

And don’t miss the timing of God’s grace in this verse. It says that God prepared those
works for us to do by his grace, “beforehand.” When is beforehand? It is before you



were saved. It is before you were even born. Psalm 139:13-18 says, For you formed my
inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb.

14 | praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my
soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when | was being made
in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed
substance; in your book were written, every one of them,

the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. God planned
your days of your life before you were even created. In fact Ephesians 1 says that if you
know Jesus Christ, he chose you to be his own workmanship before the creation of the
world itself. Ephesians 1:4 tells us that “he [God] chose us in him [Jesus Christ] before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. Purely
out of God’s grace, he chose you before this world was created, to redeem you from
your sins through the sacrifice of his own son, Jesus Christ, to raise you from the dead
and give you a new life in Christ that shows the glory of God to the world around you,
through the life you now live as a masterpiece of God himself. There is only one other
place in the New Testament where the Apostle Paul uses this word POIMA. It is in
Romans 1:20 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have
been made. So they are without excuse. We are one of the “things that have been
made.” It is the same word as Ephesians for workmanship. God is using us to display his
glory to the world to condemn people in their sin and to call those same people to
himself. When people look at your life are they seeing God’s glory displayed? Are they
seeing the poetry of the gospel, the beauty of God’s work that God is doing in your life?
Are they seeing God’s grace at work in your life every single day in a way that displays
to the world the greatness of our God and the glory of our Savior Jesus Christ. That is
God’s grace. Our salvation depends on it, and our lives are daily being changed into
God’s image by it. Have you experienced it? And are you living by it? Let’s pray.



