Five Solas: Scripture Alone (Sola Scriptura) TADDY S5, : BEDH

This year, | want to start off 2026 by taking us back to the roots of who we are as a
church...back to what it means to be Protestant and Evangelical. On October 31, 1517,
Martin Luther lit a flame that spread across Europe and eventually the world by nailing a
list of 95 questions that he had for the theological authorities in the Roman Catholic
Church that had dominated Europe and Christianity for centuries. Over that time as the
church grew larger and more politically powerful, the simple teachings of God’s Word
that formed the basis of what it means to be a Christian had been obscured by layers of
church traditions that were far removed from the teachings of God’s Word. Some of
those traditions were actually in direct contradiction to the gospel itself. One of the
most agregious involved the sale of indulgences which were pieces of paper sold to fund
Saint Peter’s basilica in Rome that said that if you purchased one, it would give you less
time in purgatory being punished for sin. Now, purgatory itself, the idea of an
intermediate place of punishment before Heaven, is also an unBiblical idea, but the idea
that you could receive some measure of grace from God via the Pope in the purchase of
this paper was a blasphemy against God himself, and a direct attack on the gospel of
God’s grace.

Over the course of the next century after Martin Luther, those questions he posted, led
to breaks with the Catholic church. Rather than allowing itself to be reformed by the
Scripture, these Protestants against official Roman Catholic teaching were forced to
form new denominations reflective of their changing, reforming understanding of
scripture. Of course they were not known as Lutherans, then Calvinist/Presbyterians,
then Anglicans and finally Baptists immediately, and some of these new Denominations
and those Reformers leading the change did not reject the political methods of the
Catholic church as they persecuted other believers who wanted more reforms. So,
Baptists were historically persecuted everywhere they went as latecomers to the
Reformation. And while there were differences and disagreements among the reformers,
there were a distinct set of beliefs that came up over and over in each one of the
Reformers writings. Theologians in the late 19th and early 20th century boiled these
common Reformation beliefs down into what they called the 5 SOLAS of the
Reformation. These 5 core beliefs were Sola Scriptura, Scripture Alone... Sola Gratia,
Grace Alone... Sola Fide, Faith Alone... Sola Christus, Christ Alone... Soli Deo Gloria,
Glory to God Alone. This month, we will be looking at each one of these core beliefs to
reinforce the foundation of who we are as Christians. Today, we begin with the first Sola
- Sola Scripture, Scripture Alone. For this we go back to a passage we looked at last
Summer in 2Timothy, 2Timothy 3:16-17

Let’s begin by reading these key verses in our understanding of Scripture. 16 All
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be

complete, equipped for every good work. Why is the basis for all our beliefs rooted in a
commitment to the Scripture Alone being the source of all truth? These two verses
show us why. First, they reveal the nature of Scripture that gives it ultimate
authority. Verse 16 begins ALL Scripture... Whatever authority the scripture has, every
part of it has that same authority. Whether you read the Old Testament or the New
Testament, whether Genesis or Revelation, every single part of Scripture carries the
same weight, and we must treat it as such. Now that is not to say that every part of
scripture is interpreted the same or is to be understood in the same way. But when



properly interpreted, all Scripture has an inherent authority like no other printed words
ever have or will. That authority comes from its nature, which is described as God-
breathed. This word that | highlighted last year when | preached on this -
THEOPNEUSTOQOS, in Greek - is never used anywhere else or said of anything else in the
Bible. For God to breathe out words onto the page means that those words have the
same unique authority that God himself has.

The emperor of Japan has a private seal (Gyoji) that officially signs laws that are
enacted in Japan. The fact that there are words on a page are significant, but what
gives them authority is the official seal representing the power of the national state of
Japan. It is the words of Scripture being breathed out by the very God with all authority
in the universe that give the words on the page their authority. In fact, the connection
between a seal that shows authority and how God actually brought about this breathing
out of His Word is even closer when we look at 2Peter 1:21 21For no prophecy was
ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along
by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Spirit, three persons in one God...the Holy Spirit moved men
to write the very words of God, using their own personalities and their own background
and experience. Notice what we are told about the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 1:13-14 13
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. The Holy
Spirit is the seal of God’s ownership of God’s people who have believed in Jesus and
accepted the gospel of salvation, so when it is the Holy Spirit who enables the breathing
out of the Word of God then it has God’s stamp of authority on it as the very breath of
God himself.

And what kind of authority is it that God has? In Matthew 28:18, Jesus, God the Son
and living Word of God says, 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. You don’t get any more authoritative than
that — ALL authority, everywhere in the universe! That is the authority wielded by the
Word of God alone. So when Martin Luther and the Reformers came up against church
teaching that went against that Word, their answer everytime was that the Bible took
authority over any authoritative statements of the church. If you ever hear me say
something that contradicts the Bible, you should place the Bible far over any opinion
that | give even from the pulpit. The Word of God carries the authority of God in a way
that no human being brings in their words. No so-called apostle, bishop, pope,
denomination, or pastor can speak in contradiction to this word, and if they do, they are
showing themselves to not be truly speaking on behalf of God. And that authority comes
from the scripture itself being breathed out by God, which also means that it must be a
perfect and trustworthy book, since God himself is absolutely holy and true. So, we have
come up with words to describe the perfection and truthfulness of Scripture, because
for hundreds of years men have tried to attack the truthfulness of God’s Word. We call
the process of God breathing out Scripture, inspiration. But an inspired Bible by a
perfect and holy God means that book must itself carry God’s perfection in its original
form, so we say the Bible is /nfallible meaning incapable of making any error or mistake.
And we also believe that an inspired Word of God from a Holy God is and must be
inerrant. It cannot and does not contain any errors in anything it says or affirms. So the
Bible is not a science book, but if science is discussed, what is said is truth. It is not a



history book, but where historical events are recounted, we must trust the Bible over
any other historical sources. This book, the Bible was breathed out by God. No science,
history, social studies or math text was breathed out by God. Where they align with
Scripture, we affirm their truth, but where they go against scripture, we must side with
the Bible.

But, there is a second reason in these verses that we must be rooted in a firm
commitment to Scripture as a church and as followers of Christ. These verses reveal
that the domain of Scripture also gives it ultimate authority. The second half of verse
16 says, All Scripture is -+ profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness--- So, we have an authoritative Scripture based on nature of it
being breathed out by God, but into what areas does this book speak? Is God’s Word
only concerned with what we may call spiritual matters? Or does the Bible cover a wider
range of life experiences? In order to answer this and apply this verse to that answer, |
think we need to understand how the Bible, remember God’s book that he breathed out,
tells us life should be viewed for Christians. The first idea that guides our understanding
of life is that every part of our life is Christ’s. When we believe in him and follow him as
Lord and Savior, we have a new life that is completely found in him and our old self and
the life we had in this world is dead. 2Corinthians 5:17 says, 17 Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
Then turn to Matthew 6:33 that says, 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. So, with our life centered and
being lived in and through Christ, our highest priority in life is seeking God’s kingdom
and righteousness, which means living in such a way as to bring glory to our king Jesus
by our obedience to him. And how do we know what obedience, this righteousness, that
we are supposed to seek looks like (?) — the Scripture. And so, in a very real way, the
Word of God is sufficient for all of life and has an authority over all aspects of life, since
all of life is lived in the righteousness of Christ. So, whether it is our employment or our
education, or our parenting, or our marriage or anything else in this life, the Word of
God has something to say about how you live the Christian life in that part of your life in
a way that demonstrates the righteousness of Christ. So, we need to be in God’s Word,
to be taught by that word how to live every aspect of our life. We need to be in God’s
Word to be reproved by God to know sin in our life that he does not approve of. We
need to be in God’s Word to receive correction for that sin. And finally, we need to be in
God’s Word to receive wisdom from it to know the right choice, the righteous choice to
make in each situation that confronts us in every area of our life every day. You cannot
separate any part of your life from your need for being like Christ and therefore you
cannot separate any part of your life from the need for God’s Word.

But finally, we come to verse 17 that reveals that the goal of Scripture gives it ultimate
authority. Going back to verse 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, Then verse 17
shows us the goal... So...17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work. Why is the goal important to see the authority. Everything has a goal or
purpose. The goal and purpose of your car’s engine is to keep your car moving which
then allows you to go from point A to point B. Even the pen in your bag has a purpose
to allow you to put your words from your head onto paper. But not all those purposes
are equal. If your car’s engines falil, it will be really annoying, but at the end of the day,
you can use public transit...it might be expensive to fix, but it will get fixed or you may



have to go buy a new one and be inconvenienced for a while. If that pen stops working,
you will probably just look around for a different one. But what if that purpose has life
and death behind it - say a ventilator at a hospital? If all of life is just a prelude to
eternity, then what prepares us for eternity is the most important thing in all of life.
Look at Colossians 1:28. It says, Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. Maturity in
Christ is what matters for eternity... not the job we did, the money we made, not even
the family we raised. But each one of those things and how we do them actually points
to how mature we are in Christ. And that maturity in Christ, being complete in him, and
fully equipped, ready and prepared for every purpose God has for us on this earth - in
other words, “every good work” comes through the Word of God. So the goal of
maturity in Christ that the Word of God accomplishes in our life through the work of the
Holy Spirit shows the authority that Word has or should have in every aspect of our
lives. If we will one day be able to stand before God as mature followers of Christ, then
it will take a lifetime of growing in our maturity in Christ. That growth in maturity in
Christ will only come through God’s Word. Even just coming to a worship service is not
going to produce mature Christians apart from God’s Word. But God’s Word should
saturate each part of our worship service. We gather each Lord’s Day and read the
Bible, preach the Bible, pray the Bible, sing the Bible and see the Bible in the ordinances
of the church. When we do this, believers will be given the tools for growth towards
maturity in Christ, and unbelievers will be confronted with the core theme of the Bible,
the gospel, their sin and their need for a Savior. Because that is the primary message of
the Bible, God created us perfectly for his glory to live in his family, but we sinned
through the first human Adam, and all of us are now sinners by nature and choice. We
have not given God the glory he deserves as our created and have disobeyed him and
dishonored him completely. But God sent a Savior, prophesied in the Old Testament and
revealed in the New to be Jesus Christ, God the Son. That Savior would provide
salvation for sin, by dying on the cross as the only perfect human who ever lived
because he was also completely God. When he died because he had no sin of his own,
he could take our sin and our punishment in our place, which he did. Then he rose from
the grave and conquered the consequence of sin, death itself and now offers salvation
to any who woul repent of their sin and follow Jesus as their Lord and Savior. That is the
message of the Bible to each of us. It is a call to know Christ and to then follow Christ
and grow more mature in him. It is the inspire, inerrant, infallible Word of God that will
allow us to do that. This is the beginning of the year. Do you have a plan to read God’s
Word this year? There are two apps - You Version in English contains every English
Bible version- and PRS Bible contains the Japanese Shin Kai YakuSeisho 2017 that we
recommend. These are free. You can listen to the Bible and read along or just read, and
they contain a lot of different plans. The problem for most of us is not the availability of
Scripture, its our commitment to that scripture. Let’s make 2026 where we don’t just
say we believe in Sola Scriptura, Scripture Alone, but we saturate our lives in those
Scriptures - the living Word of God. Let’s pray.
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