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What is Jesus's plan for the future? Revelation 21:9-27

For the last three Sundays as we have been observing Advent, we have asked three
different questions about Jesus leading up to Christmas Eve... why did Jesus need to be
born of a virgin... why did Jesus have to be a human baby... and how did Jesus’s birth
save the world? Even though Advent ended with Christmas Eve, | want to take this last
Sunday in 2025 to ask one more question that needs to be answered about Jesus. What
is Jesus’s plan for the future? The answer to this question is found in our passage
today, Revelation 21:9-27. Our world has seen a lot of changes throughout the
centuries, some that we can see in our languages. In English, we talk about being
“bringing home the bacon,” when we talk about making a paycheck. There are a couple
different origin stories for this, but one goes back as far as 1106AD in England when a
local monastery began a tradition of gifting a bacon to married couples who said they
didn’t fight for an entire year. Another tradition says that being able to hang a bacon up
was showing off how much wealth you had. Either way, we still use the phrase but with
different meaning. In Japanese there is a phrase HARAWOWATEHANASU ((5%Z1 > T
(79 )that literally means “exposing one’s belly.” Literally you would life your garment to
show that you didn’t have any weapons and no intent to hurt or kill someone. Today,
that phrase is still used, but it just means to speak frankly and openly. There is no
underlying implication that someone may die in the conversation. Those are just
interesting and small examples of how things have changed in the last 500 or so years.
But these changes and all the other changes that the world has experienced over the
centuries are nothing compare to what Jesus will usher in in the future. You see the
answer to the question, “what is Jesus’s plan for the future?” is that Jesus’s future is
to give full access to the glory of God! That’s what we see in Revelation 21.

As we begin reading this chapter, we see that Jesus will give full access to the glory of
God, By establishing a new home. Let’s read Revelation 21:1-8. 21 Then | saw a new
heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. 2And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. ® And | heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place™ of God is with man. He

will dwell with them, and they will be his people,” and God himself will be with them as
their God.™ *He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no

more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.”// °> And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy
and true.” ® And he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty | will give from the spring of the water of life without
payment. ' The one who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be his God and he will
be my son. ®But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that
burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” To many people, their view of
eternity, is way too small. We have this almost cartoon like idea that we will some sort of
angel floating around on a cloud. But that is not at all what the Bible pictures. Currently,
we have the earth that we dwell on, and the universe that this world hangs in. And the
Bible seems to describe a current situation where our bodies are in the grave once we
die, but our spirits immediately are in an intermediate state of some sort that is either
with God or in torment. We describe these places as Heaven or Hell, but given our
passage today, it is clear that this is not our final state for either those who are saved
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or those who remain unsaved and apart from God. We see this intermediate state most
clearly in Jesus’s account of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 19. Luke 16:22-23 says,
22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man
also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. Clearly, there is more closeness between
these two spaces than we like to consider, and even though our bodies are still in the
grave, somehow, we still have a knowable human look to us. We should be careful to not
go too much further than the pictures the Bible gives us, but clearly one is a place of
torment and one is a place of being in “Abraham’s side” where God is.

But that is not the place being discussed in Revelation 21. Here we see the final state of
all humanity that will exist in a new heaven and new earth that do not currently exist.
But what is really amazing is that now Heaven and earth are fully connected in the same
dimension. In fact, God brings this new Heaven down to earth. It’s called the holy city or
New Jerusalem, but it clearly is pointing to the church, all of God’s people coming down
to be with God in this new Earth. It becomes really clear when we read the next verse,
verse 9 when John the writer of Revelation is taken to see this city and it says, “Come, |
will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” So Jesus, the spiritual husband of the
church, now receives his bride in this recreated perfect world. His final place is on the
throne with God the Father. We see in verse 5 and 6 this location. ° And he who was
seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ® And he said to me, “It is done! | am
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.

The speaker here is likely God the Father, but when we compare this with Revelation 22,
we see Jesus use the same designation for himself to show he is also in the same
position. Revelation 22:12-13 says, 12 “Behold, | am coming soon, bringing my
recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. 13 | am the Alpha and
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” And what a home this is!
No tears! No death! No mourning and grief! No crying and pain! Our sinful existence is
completely gone along with the curse of aging and weakness. Any need we have will be
satisfied completely and freely so the end of verse 6 says, To the thirsty | will give from
the spring of the water of life without payment. Who is it that gets this home? Verse 7
says, ' The one who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be his God and he will be
my son. This is the same phrase that God uses in each letter to the 7 churches that
begins the book of Revelation showing us that this is believers in Jesus Christ, those
who make up the church. How do we become conquerors?- Through Jesus Christ! We
see this in Romans 8:37-39. 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. 38 For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. If you have repented of your sin and accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Savior, then you are conqueror — not because of anything you did, but because
Jesus died on the cross and conquered sin for you and then conquered death by rising
from the grave! But what if you haven’t done that. Verse 8 tells your fate:--° But as for
the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and
sulfur, which is the second death.” Rather than pure joy that lasts for eternity, you will
be suffering for eternity with every other sinner who never turned to Christ for
salvation. No matter what excuse you find to try to convince yourself that you are not



included in that list of sinners, God comes back to you with the words of Romans 3:23
that all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. The most moral person on
earth falls short of God’s holiness so they will not take part in his eternal glory.

For those of us who know Christ, the words of the rest of this chapter give us hope, but
for those of you who have not accepted Christ, be warned, this is your fate without
Jesus Christ. Because only Jesus gives access to the glory of God, ultimately by
establishing a new home which exists for all his people. We see this as we continue
with verse 9. ° Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the
seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, | will show you the Bride, the wife of
the Lamb.” '® And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, ' having the
glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. '?It had a
great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the
names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— " on the east three
gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three

gates. '* And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.// '° And the one who spoke with me had a
measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. '® The city lies
foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod,
12,000 stadia.” Its length and width and height are equal. " He also measured its wall,
144 cubits®™ by human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. '® The wall
was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. '° The foundations of
the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the
second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, * the fifth onyx, the sixth
carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. ? And the twelve gates were
twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was
pure gold, like transparent glass. The beauty of this city, this home, that Jesus
establishes for us is what grabs our attention probably most in this passage. But
actually the most often repeated word used in this passage describing the city that
becomes really significant is the word, GATES. And here in this passage, there are
specifically two structural parts of the city named, gates and foundations. There were
12 of each, and on the 12 gates were the 12 tribes of Israel, and on the foundations
were the 12 apostles. This connects the Old Testament saints saved through their faith
in a coming Messiah with the New Testament saints saved through the faith in Jesus
Christ, the Messiah who came to do what all the Old Testament sacrifices could not do -
atone for our sin. This city is not just for Israel, and its not just for the church, it is for
all the people of God who from all the ages since Adam and Eve! All of us will share in
this new earth and this New Jerusalem together! Can you imagine the conversations you
will be able to have with people like Adam, Eve, Job, Abraham, Joseph, the Apostle Paul
or John or Phoebe, or Priscilla or Mary, or Peter, and so many godly men and women
from all time?!? And one final thing about all these beautiful gates in this beautiful
city---verse 25 tells us, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no
night there. These gates will never close! No one will be restricted from access to God!
There is no one group of people with more access or better experience of God.

And this leads to our last point. Jesus gives access to the glory of God, by establishing a
new home, which exists for all his people, and allows complete access to God and his
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glory! Let’s read verse 22-27. ? And | saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. * And the city has no need of sun or moon to
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will
the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, ® and its gates
will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. * They will bring into it the
glory and the honor of the nations.  But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone
who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book
of life. Do you remember Moses on the mountain talking to God, and how the glory of
God was so bright that he was shining when he came off the mountain and it was so
bright he wore a veil so that it wouldn’t scare the people. We now, all of us get to
experience the full glory of God. God’s glory is not confined to a temple nor is his glory
diminished in any way or clouded by our sin. In 1Corinthians 13, Paul describes our
current state on earth even as Christians as seeing God through in a dim mirror.
1Corinthians 13:12 says, For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now |
know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | have been fully known. We can only get a
taste of God’s glory now, a dim picture. But one day, we will fully experience the glory of
our Creator, the God who made us and saved us so we could be his people and his son
or daughter to find eternal joy in Jesus Christ. Notice that it is Jesus Christ who makes
this possible. There is a name that Jesus is called by over and over again in this passage
- the lamb. Even in eternity when all is said and done, what gives us access to God is the
sacrifice of the lamb of God, Jesus Christ. The names of all of us who have put our faith
in the Messiah through centuries of history are written in HIS book. The light of the
glory of God shines brightest through Christ’s sacrifice according to verse 23 - the lamp
of God’s glory is the Lamb of God. And finally, we come again to the warning that
nothing that is unclean or sinful will ever enter into God’s glory. And the truth is that
without the rightousness of Jesus Christ, the lamb of God that we receive by faith in
him, none of us could enter God’s glory. This new earth would have no humans without
Jesus shedding his blood as the lamb of God.

What a fitting way to close out this year by remembering the sacrifice of that Lamb,
Jesus on the cross at this communion table of the Lord’s Supper. If you know Jesus
Christ as your Lord and Savior and have been obedient by being baptized as a follower
of Christ, then | invite you to join in this last Communion of 2025. If you don’t yet know
Jesus or been baptized as a believer, then | would ask you not to participate. Parents,
children come to understand the importance of this ordinance by not being allowed to
participate when they are not ready. After | pray the Deacons will serve the bread and
the juice from the 4 corners of the sanctuary and we will eat and drink together. But |
want to close with one question that all of us should be able to answer. Will you have a
place in this eternal home, this eternal UCHI, that Jesus is preparing for all who know
him? Let’s pray.



