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Luke 2:25-38 How does Jesus’s birth save the world?

Advent is supposed to remind us of the time of waiting that was experienced while the
world waited on Christ’s incarnation to be revealed to the world. It also reminds us that
we wait now expectantly, not for his coming as a baby, but Jesus’s return as a king.
There is a Christmas hymn written by the great hymn writer, Charles Wesley, called
“Come thou long expected Jesus,” that captures well this idea. The words are: Come,
thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release
us, let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth
thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. This hymn brings out
the theme of expectation and longing for freedom from our sin that only comes with
Jesus. But as we will see in our passage today, it also shows the connection of Jesus
being born from Israel, but being the hope for all the world. This is what our passage
deals with today as we try to answer a third question of Christmas, “How does Jesus’s
birth save the world?” | want us to turn in our Bibles today to Luke 2:25-38, where we
meet two of the first people in the world, a man named Simeon and a woman named
Anna, to recognize Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ, and the significance that his
coming would have for the the world.

Let’s begin reading at verse 25 of Luke 2. * Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. We are first introduced to this man, Simeon.
Some people have proposed that he was a priest in the temple, but we are not told that,
and there is no need for him to be. The primary thing we need to know about him is that
he is righteous, and seeking to follow God and worship him. Now, the key to
understanding this passage and the key to understanding how Jesus’s birth saves the
world is in this idea of “consolation of Israel.” It comes back around after the account of
Anna as well in the final words of this passage that tell us that Anna would speak of
Jesus... to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. The redemption of
Israel is the same idea as the consolation of Israel. The consolation of Israel comes from
Old Testament prophecy that there would be a Messiah, a Savior, that would come and
save Israel from captivity and heartache. The prophet Isaiah speaks words from God
that contain this idea of consolation or comfort to the nation of Israel. Isaiah 40:1-2
says, Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. ?Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and
cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received
from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. Israel had failed God. They had worshipped
idols and rejected the God who made them a nation and brought them out of Egypt to
freedom. God had sent them into captivity to punish them, but through all of their
rebellion, God continues to give them through the prophets a message of love and grace
that he will show them through a coming Savior. Simeon had not forgotten that message
of hope, and it was clear by the presence of the Holy Spirit that he was truly following
God and putting his trust in this Messiah who would bring this redemption. His hope in
the consolation of Israel represents the hope of all of the Jewish people at that time. At
least in their words, the religious leaders of Israel and the regular people believed in a
coming Messiah, who was coming to save Israel. And what we need to understand is
that they only saw the coming Messiah in terms of Israel. We will see in a minute that
Simeon may supernaturally see more clearly God’s plan, but for most of Israel
redemption would be limited to Israel and even focused on the physical delieverance
from Rome, not spiritual deliverance from sin. But Jesus came for so much more!



Notice what happens next in verses 26 and 27. > And it had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord'’s Christ. ¥ And he
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him according to the custom of the Law, *® he took him up in his arms and blessed
God and said... So, here is this Holy Spirit filled Godly man who believed the prophecies
in the Old Testament, and had been assured by the Holy Spirit that he would see the
consolation of Israel, this promised Messiah before his death. Now it gets very specific
that he would see the Messiah, because he says he would see the Lord’s Christ. Christ
is the Greek word for the Hebrew Messiah. When we say Jesus Christ, we are
acknowledging that Jesus is the promised Messiah foretold in the Old Testament. And
as with everything else we see in the birth of Christ, we see that nothing about the birth
and God’s plan for our salvation is random. God’s Spirit led Simeon into the temple on
that day, so that he would be there when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple.
At this point, Jesus would have been about 6 weeks old, and Jesus’s earthly parents
were taking him to the temple for the required ceremony of purification for Mary which
was to take place 40 days after birth. We have no idea how old Simeon was, but
apparently he was quite elderly and continuing to cling to this promise to see the
Messiah with his own eyes. When he realized that God had kept his promise and allowed
him to see and hold the baby Messiah, the Christ, he said the following words in verses
29-32, ®“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your
word; * for my eyes have seen your salvation®’ that you have prepared in the presence
of all peoples, * a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”

In Simeon’s words, we see God’s true plan for salvation. Israel’s understanding of
salvation through a Messiah was really limited. They saw that salvation in earthly terms
and limited to political rule. But God had a far great plan for the salvation that Jesus, the
Christ child, would bring to the world. Notice that Simeon, who was looking for the
consolation of Israel says that he has seen “salvation that you have prepared in the
presence of ALL PEOPLES.” What God is doing through Jesus is not just for Israel, it is
going to make salvation available to all people in the world. Notice his very next
statement that makes it clear that the incarnation extends beyond Israel to reveal God
through Jesus Christ to the Gentiles as well. He says that Jesus is a light for revelation
to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” The entire point of God’s work
among Israel in the Old Testament was for the world to see his glory revealed in this
nation. From the very beginning of Israel as God announced a son to Abraham, he told
him in Genesis 12:2-3 2 And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 | will bless those who bless you,
and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.” From the very beginning, the existence of Israel was meant to bring a blessing
to the entire earth. That blessing came by the gift of Jesus Christ who came from the
line of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, King David, and finally Mary and even his step-dad
Joseph. And even these words that Simeon speaks are likely put together from quotes
of the prophet Isaiah who was prophecying the birth of Jesus to a people of Israel who
had rejected the worship of God and were being warned of the destruction their idolatry
would bring. Yet in those prophecies, were also promises of redemption that God would
bring about - and it was God who would make possible this redemption. In verse 29, at
least in the English Standard Version, it is not entirely clear, but that term, Lord, is not
the normal Greek word for Lord referring to God. Instead, it is a term that infers God’s
sovereignty and kingship. Simeon recognized even in his reference to God himself that it



was the SOVEREIGN God, in his kingship over everything, that had planned and was
now executing this plan for our redemption.

But how was this Jewish boy, even one recognized as the Messiah going to have a
universal and not just a Jewish impact? The impact is in that one word in our passage,
salvation. The Bible says that all of us not just Jews need to be saved from what the
Bible calls sin and penalty for that sin - death. Romans 3:23 says, 23 for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God... And Romans 6:23 tells us that ...the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. That free gift of
eternal life is salvation from the penalty of sin, which is eternal death. What becomes
clear in this is that this salvation that is offered from sin will be available to all, not just
those of Jesus’s own ethnicity. And in this early interaction with Jesus as a baby by
Simeon, we get a hint at how Jesus will make that salvation possible. Look at verses 33-
35. ¥ And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. * And Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed * (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” Can
you imagine what Mary and Joseph thought when this random old man takes up Jesus in
his hands and speaks prophetic words about him? While they may have known in their
heads that Jesus was special, God showed them over and over from the moment of
announcing his virgin conception that this boy God had given them to parent was unique
among all children. The prophecy here would show why. Simeon says some difficult
things for any mother to hear about their newborn baby to Mary, but they are all
pointing to his sacrificial death on the cross. This was the answer to sin for the world.
Yes, Jesus was born Jewish in the land of Israel, but he would go to the cross so that all
sinners, Jew or Gentile, all peoples of the world who repent and believe in him could be
saved from their sin. How does Jesus’s birth save the world? It leads to the cross,
where the sinless Son of God bore the sin of the world on himself and took our place
and our punishment. 1Peter 2:24 tells us, He himself bore our sins in his body on the
tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been
healed.

And Simeon’s words here while not mentioning a cross, point to it. Jesus would oppose
the religious leaders and their legalistic view of how to reach God, but he would raise up
12 men who were not at the top of society’s ladder in order to be his disciples. While
many would accept and follow him, many more would oppose him and ultimately call for
his death. And Mary is told directly that her heart would be grieved as though a sword
pierced her soul. Why address only Mary? At the cross, there is no sign of Joseph and
Jesus tells his disciple John, from the cross, to now take care of his mother Mary.
Because of that, we believe that Joseph had already died by the time Jesus went to the
cross, so he would not have faced that grief. Ultimately, whoever Jesus confronted, it
showed whether they had true faith in him or not, it showed whether they actually
believed in the Messiah they claimed to believe in as Simeon did. But the book ends of
this passage talking about the redemption of Jerusalem and the consolation of Israel
actually involve two people, Simeon and a woman named Anna, who God also blessed
with life until seeing the Messiah. Look at verses 36-38. ** And there was a prophetess,
Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having
lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, ¥ and then as a widow
until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting



and prayer night and day. ** And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks
to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

Anna had been widowed very early in her life, and spent the rest of her life devoted only
to serving God. She was called a prophetess, and perhaps she was able to give people
messages from God due to the time she spent in prayer and fasting. Who knows how
many people she had blessed over the years as she prayed earnestly to see their
children healed, their marriages blessed, their suffering ended, their hearts to turn to
God in repentance? We are not told specifically here that she had been told by God she
would not die until seeing the Messiah, but it seems clear that God intended to use her
as a witness to Jesus’s identity as the Messiah just as he had Simeon. Her words were
prophetic if in no other way, they told everyone that Jesus had come for the redemption
of Israel. She recognized that Jesus was the Messiah and praised God for sending him
to offer redemption to Israel, and through him, also the world. Her testimony to Jesus as
the Messiah puts a final prophetic sign on who Jesus was, but having this reference to
Jesus as Israel’s Messiah at both ends of the passage points even more loudly to the
main point that Jesus is everyone’s Messiah. Simeon’s words in the middle ring loudly
across the pages of scripture and time itself that Jesus came for the salvation...of all
peoples, who believe in him for salvation from their sins. How is it for all
peoples...through his death on the cross.

But | want to end with one final note of these two people - they waited years, decades
to meet Jesus and see the redemption promised. And really, they likely didn’t see the
action that provided the redemption, Jesus’s death on the cross. Instead, they simply
got a glimpse of the baby, who came as their Messiah, their Savior. But this was
enough. God’s timing was perfect. God knew that their decades of waiting and watching
and trusting that God would keep his word, would happen after years of faithful ministry
where they were at. God never promises that serving him will come with instant
gratification. He never says that everyday will be a day where the glory of Christ is very
clear as we see him in a similar way to Simeon and Anna experiencing Jesus. But we are
promised that one day, our faith, like theirs, will become sight, and we will see our
Savior. 1John 3:2 says, 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we
shall see him as he is. One day we will see Jesus as our Savior from our sins or as the
Judge of our sin. We won’t see him as a baby, but our resurrected king, who died in our
place to redeem us as his very own people. Let’s pray.



