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Exodus 20:22-26; 25:1-31:11; 35:4-40:38 Holy Place

Have you ever considered what the main point of the Bible is? | saw a Facebook post quoting
Kevin Deyoung, a Presbyterian pastor most associated with the Gospel Coalition that really
stuck with me. He said that the Biblical narrative, the story of the Bible, is primarily concerned
with how a holy God can dwell with an unholy people. And here in Exodus, we certainly see
God’s concern to make that possible. Remember, as we went through the 10 commandments
and even unfolded them more with discussing the Sabbath and holy time and rules for how we
treat others, that everything is pointing to how sinful we are and how holy and righteous God is.
Essentially, they show us why we cannot come into the presence of God. So, God has to make a
way for him to be with his people. So, one fourth, a full quarter of the book of Exodus - 10
chapters - are devoted to how God will make that possible. And it is through the building of the
tabernacle and the calling of priests to serve in that holy place to let the people come to God
and experience his presence wherever they go. Clearly with 10 chapters to cover, we are only
going to be reading a very small number of these verses, but | would encourage you to read all
these passages for yourself if you haven’t already.

As we work our way through this passage, we want to ask three questions: What did God tell
them to make, how did God tell them to make it, and why did God tell them to make it. The first
question we should ask is what are the people of Israel told to make that takes up so much of
the book of Exodus. And the short answer is that God directed them to make a place to
worship him and contain his actual presence in their camp. Exodus 25:1 begins, The Lord said
to Moses...then verse 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that | may dwell in their midst. 9
Exactly as | show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you
shall make it. Essentially, what they are told to make is a huge tent and wall around that tent set
aside for the purpose of worship. We won’t read every measurement, but Exodus describes a
structure roughly 46 meters by 23 meters overall, and 13.7 meters by 4.6 meters for the
tabernacle tent itself. It would have looked somewhat like the picture on the screen where you
can see the cloth fence marking off the entire area and then the actual tabernacle tent there
inside the larger area. Just for comparison, a FIFA standard professional football pitch or soccer
field is 105 meters by 68 meters, so this would have been about half the size of that in total
land. And our sanctuary we are sitting in is about 17 meters long and 12 meters wide, so the
tabernacle tent itself would be about one-third as wide as here and about 4 meters shorter. So,
it wasn’t huge, but given that it was a tent that could be taken down moved and put up again, it
was quite large.

But they weren’t just building a tent, God instructed them to make furniture to go inside the tent
or in the courtyard. The primary piece of furniture is the ark of the covenant. Exodus 25:10
says, 10 “They shall make an ark of acacia wood. This ark, this box, was important because it
would hold the stone tablets that God’s law, his covenant with Israel was written on. Exodus
25:21 says, 21 And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall
put the testimony that | shall give you. The mercy seat is the top cover of the ark of the
covenant that had two large carved angels coming off of it. And the testimony is the stone
tablets that will have the 10 commandments on them. It probably looked like the picture on the
screen. There was also a table. Exodus 25:23 says, % “You shall make a table of acacia wood.
And then verse 30 says, * And you shall set the bread of the Presence on the table before me
regularly. This table would contain 12 loaves of bread that would remind all 12 tribes of Israel of
God’s provision for them as a people. It would have looked something like this. Verse 31 tells
us...” “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. So, there was this seven branched lampstand
that looked like this picture. Exodus 30:18 says, '®“You shall also make a basin of bronze, with
its stand of bronze, for washing. This was for washing for ritual purity and would have looked
something like this. They were also to make an altar in Exodus 27:1, 27 “You shall make the altar
of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits broad. The altar shall be square, and its height
shall be three cubits. This altar pictured on the screen was for regular sacrifices for sins that



would be made year round on it. But there was another altar made called the altar of incense on
which they burned incense everyday according to Exodus 30:7, " And Aaron shall burn fragrant
incense on it. Every morning when he dresses the lamps he shall burn it... But once per year, and
only once, it too would have the blood of a sacrifice placed on it. Verse 10 of chapter 30 says,

'° Aaron shall make atonement on its horns once a year. With the blood of the sin offering of
atonement he shall make atonement for it once in the year throughout your generations. It is
most holy to the LORD.”

The phrase it is most holy to the Lord described every part of this tabernacle. In fact, nearly all
of the people of Israel would never see most of these items. Here is a layout of the tabernacle,
once it was completely built and assembled. As you can see the actual tabernacle part is divided
into the holy place and the most holy place. Exodus 26 describes a beatiful veil or curtain being
made, and then verse 33 says, 33 And you shall hang the veil from the clasps, and bring the ark
of the testimony in there within the veil. And the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place from
the Most Holy. Only the high priest, once per year could enter the most holy place, and it was in
that place over the ark of the covenant that God says his presence would dwell. Exodus 25:22
says, 2 There | will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, | will speak with you about all that | will give you
in commandment for the people of Israel. Even the Holy Place was only for the priests and then
it was to do specific activities in that portion of the tabernacle.

This leads to the second thing that God told the people to make- clothes for these priests. On
the screen, | have these pieces of clothing highlighted for you. Exodus 28 walks us through what
these clothes consisted of. First, there is the Ephod, which was a sort of apron worn over the
robe, tunic, and undergarments. On the shoulders were two special stones one on each side with
the names of the 12 sons of Jacob which became the tribes of Israel engraved on them. Verse
12 of Exodus 28 tells us, 12 And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the
ephod... And Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord on his two shoulders for
remembrance. We see this same idea on the next part, the breastpiece, which had 12
gemstones representing the 12 tribes of Israel. Verse 29 reads, 29 So Aaron shall bear the
names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on his heart, when he goes into the
Holy Place, to bring them to regular remembrance before the Lord. But the breastpiece had
something else significant. Verse 30 of chapter 28 says, And in the breastpiece of judgment you
shall put the Urim and the Thummim, ...Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of the people of
Israel on his heart before the LORD regularly. The Urim and Thummim were special rocks that
the High Priest could use to determine God’s will, or as we read here, his “judgment” in a
particular matter. Then there was a blue robe for the high priest that was worn under the ephod
that had the odd attachment of bells. Verse 35 tells us why. * And it shall be on Aaron when he
ministers, and its sound shall be heard when he goes into the Holy Place before the LORD, and
when he comes out, so that he does not die. The high priest could enter the Most Holy Place
only once a year. Before doing so, he had to offer the yearly sacrifice of blood on the altar of
incense. This was such a serious duty that if he entered without first confessing his own sins, he
would die in God’s presence inside the Most Holy Place, also called the Holy of Holies. By
hearing the bells, the other priests knew the high priest was still alive and offering the required
sacrifice on behalf of the people of Israel. His appearance was topped off by a turban bearing a
gold plate engraved “Holy to the Lord” (v. 36). Finally all the priests including the high priest
were given white tunics, and a sash to act like a belt around it, and the regular priests received
headbands. They were also all given undergarments. Verse 42 of chapter 28 says, 42 You shall
make for them linen undergarments to cover their naked flesh. They shall reach from the hips to
the thighs. Everything about the clothing of the priests, and High Priest especially, pointed to
the need to approach God in holiness.

And to some extent, we see God’s holiness in our second question of, how did God tell them to



make it? But even more so, in answering this question, we see God'’s glory revealed in the
objects and materials used. God didn’t just let them make this tent for worship or the objects in
it out of anything or in anyway. Just read through these chapters- God lays out detailed
instructions for every part of the tabernacle and the priests garments. We see God tell them to
use gold, silver, red cloth, blue cloth, sea cows, acacia wood, dyed ram skins - all very expensive
and beautiful in that cultural setting. And those curtains, especially the ones in front of the most
holy place, but even the ones regular people could see going into the tabernacle holy place were
beautifully woven of blue, purple and scarlet yarn. He had them make a specific incense with
expensive ingredients and then tell them that they could not use that formula for incense
anywhere else except in the temple worship. God wanted what was used to worship him and
point people to him to be done in such a way that it pointed people to his glory and majesty.
Moses describes this in his song in Exodus 15 as being “majestic in holiness.” Exodus 15:11
says, “Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome
in glorious deeds, doing wonders?

But there are two more significant details in how God tells them to build it. The first of those is
that the material or money for the materials came from the FREEWILL offerings of the people.
Exodus 25:1-2 says, 25 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take
for me a contribution. From every man whose heart moves him you shall receive the
contribution for me. In addition to material goods, people were encouraged to donate their skills
at creating all these things as well, so there are many ways to give. The later tithe in Leviticus
was actually more of a tax to pay the priests and do festivals. But when it came to worship and
the building of this tabernacle for that worship, the gifts were voluntary. And they gave and
gave some more! In fact in Exodus 36:5, the craftsmen working said to Moses, “The people
bring much more than enough for doing the work that the Lord has commanded us to do.” So
then Moses tells the people, “Let no man or woman do anything more for the contribution for
the sanctuary...” in verse 6. Can you imagine if we had to ask you to stop giving to the long term
facility fund because we have more than enough money in it!?! God could have chosen any way
to build this place for himself, but he chose to use the freewill gifts of his people. And if God is
going to allow us to renew our facilities, it will ultimately be through the freewill offerings of his
people who desire to see God continue to be glorified in this place. Finally, God used specific
chosen people to do the work. Exodus 31:2-3 says, 2 “See, | have called by name Bezalel ... 3
and | have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all
craftsmanship... and then verse 6 says, ° And behold, | have appointed with him Oholiab.... These
men actually oversee a huge group of volunteers skilled at doing the various work necessary to
complete the tasks. But the key to their leadership and to all the work done is seen in Exodus
39:43, 43 And Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it; as the Lord had
commanded, so had they done it. Then Moses blessed them.

So, the people made the tabernacle, by God’s plans, in God’s way, to show the glory of his
holiness, by giving free will offerings under the leadership of skilled people God had chosen to
lead the work. But why did God do all this? This takes us back to our first idea that the holy God
wanted to dwell with his people, but those people were not holy. So, there needed to be a place
that at least would represent the glory and holiness of God. That place would need men, priests,
who could come before God under specific circumstances and clothing with sacrifices made for
their own holiness and the holiness of the people in order to intercede and talk with God on
behalf of the people. This was the only way the people could come to God. And in fact, what
happened was when the tabernacle was built and the priests were dressed and consecrated by
a series of sacrifices that God had commanded over a period of a week, then we see God’s
presence, his glory, fill that place. Exodus 40:34-35 says, 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of
meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the
tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.



But while God’s glory filled this earthly tabernacle it was temporary. One day it would be
replaced by the temple that doesn’t exist today either. The Ark of the Covenant was likely gone
long before the temple was destroyed in 70 AD. So, why did God build this temporary structure?
To picture for us the better structure he would build to dwell with his people! And like the
tabernacle, that structure too would require blood sacrifice for holiness. In Ephesians 2:13, we
read, 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. God dwells with us, we can be near to God through Jesus Christ! And the
structure that God is building to dwell with his people is the church described as a building.
Verse 19 of Ephesians 2 says, 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are
being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. For a holy God to dwell with his
people, it took a holy place served by holy priests to make sacrifices on behalf of the people for
their sin, so they could approach God and he could be present with them. Now, if we know Jesus
Christ, he dwells with us permanently through the Holy Spirit both personally in each Christian
and corporately through the Body of Christ, as expressed in the local church. And the local
church today points us to the ultimate destination of a new Heaven and a New earth where
Jesus rules and reigns with us in a new creation. But for now, we are left with other questions. If
we are his tabernacle, which demonstrated the holiness of God, how are we demonstrating the
holiness of God as the church and as Christians who make up the church? Everyone who saw
the tabernacle saw God’s holiness — do we reflect that holiness and point people to their need
for a Savior? And please know that if you do not know Jesus Christ in here today, that you
cannot come near to God, because you are in rebellion to him in your sin and under his wrath.
The only way to come near to God is to repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ
who became your sacrifice and your High Priest to reconcile and bring peace between you and
God, your creator. We remember that death today that did away with the need for the
tabernacle and all the animal sacrifices offered in it, by the Lord’s Supper. If you know Jesus
Christ as your Lord and Savior, and have demonstrated your obedience to him by being baptized
after salvation then this meal is for you today. If you are not a believer in Jesus or have not yet
been baptized, then | would ask you to not participate. For parents, the best way to show your
children the significance of this meal is to not let them participate when they are not ready.
After | pray the Deacons will come and serve the bread and juice from the 4 corners of the
sanctuary, and we will eat and drink the elements of communion together. Let’s pray.



