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Exodus 20:12-21 The Ten Commandments Part 3

Today we will finish up discussing the 10 Commandments by looking primarily at Exodus
20:12-21. The foundation of our understanding of the 10 Commandments is based on
two key ideas. One is that the entire Mosaic Covenant or Old Testament law is fulfilled in
Jesus Christ. Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. So, then what is our
relationship to this law and particularly these commandments? It is found in the second
foundational idea that Jesus himself summarized the law and therefore shows us that it
is still for us today in some way. In Matthew 22:36-40, we read, 36“Teacher, which is
the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the
great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” This is
a summary of all the law, but specifically the 10 commandments. The first 4
commandments which we looked at last week are telling us how to love God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind...

Today we will look at the last 6 commandments which define what it means to love your
neighbor as yourself. Loving our neighbor begins with the relationships closest to us.
Look at verse 12 of Exodus 20 in our passage today. '“ “Honor your father and your
mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.
Obviously, at its core, this applies to how we treat our parents. Notice that a different
word is used here - honor, rather than the word “obey” in Ephesians 6:1 speaking to
children. Ephesians 6:1 says, 6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is

right. 2“Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a

promise), ° “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” So, there
is a little difference between the expectation of a dependent child, likely living with their
parents and an adult child. At one age, honoring is clearly to obey, to do what your
parents tell you to with no arguing or complaining. But as an adult your primary
obedience is to God and obeying the first 4 commandments. Sometimes your parents
may not agree with those decisions especially if they are not Christians. And yet, we are
commanded to honor them. For some of you, your parents were not good to you, and
perhaps were even abusive. So, how do you honor in that situation? You have a
willingness to forgive in your heart even if they never seek it. There is no obligation to
parents for submissive obedience into adulthood, but there is an expectation that you
honor in whatever way shows that you have respect for their role in your life. For bad
parents, that is forgiveness, but for most of our parents, it is treating them in a way that
honors the fact they gave us life and raised us. While this should be straightforward, like
any of these commands, humans can find ways to justify breaking the command and
sinning while convincing ourselves we are obeying God. Jesus addresses this in Mark
7:11-13 11But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would
have gained from me is Corban™ (that is, given to God)— 12then you no longer permit
him to do anything for his father or mother, 13thus making void the word of God by
your tradition that you have handed down. And many such things you do.” The
pharisees had created loopholes for getting around this command and others. By saying
something was donated to God, you could tell your parents that | have no money to help
you, and leave them in poverty. To use God to disobey a commandment is sinful and
demonic, and yet how often do we find ways to justify disobedience not only to this
command, but all the commands. The other way we ignore the commands is to not think



deeply about all their ramifications. To repeat what | said last week, this is what the
Westminster Shorter and Keach’s Baptist Catechism are good for. And what they point
out is that the fifth commandment is the foundation for how we relate to all the
authorities in our lives. To each authority in our lives we give the honor and appropriate
obedience to those people in all those various roles. Those could be within society,
government, or even the church.

But let’s move on to the 6th Commandment, which is even more direct. Verse 13 says,
®“You shall not murder. The word used here is important—it means murder, not simply
kill. Throughout the Old Testament, In his sovereignty and for his glory, God at times
commanded wars. Genesis 9:6 says, Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his
blood be shed, for God made man in his own image. So, capital punishment, when
carried out justly, is permitted because humans bear God’s image. Even soldiers, like a
Roman centurion in Luke 7, were not condemned by Jesus for their role in Roman
conquering and occupation. So, while killing can occur in war or capital punishment, what
is clearly forbidden is the intentional, malicious taking of life. Of course, Christians don’t
have to agree on the acceptable place of killing in either of those circumstances, but | do
think we have to agree that it is not black and white. And Genesis 9:6 is helpful here,
because it says the reason that capital punishment for murderers is allowable is because
humans are the bearers of God’s image. That image begins when we begin, and we
don’t begin at birth, we begin our life at conception. Jeremiah 1:5 shows us this when
God says in part, Before | formed you in the womb | knew you-:- So, an abortion would
be the premeditated murder of human life based on the understanding from God’s Word
of life beginning at conception. But Jesus expands our understanding of this command
even further in Matthew 5:21-22. # “You have heard that it was said to those of

old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ ?But | say
to you that everyone who is angry with his brother™ will be liable to judgment; whoever
insults™ his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!” will be
liable to the hell” of fire. Harboring anger and contempt at someone is the same in
God’s eyes as if you had actually acted on that anger and murdered them. Can any of us
ever say, we have not had ungodly anger inside of us towards another person?

But we need to move on to the 7th Commandment in verse 14. You shall not commit
adultery. The direct application is very clear, do not violate the marriage covenant that
you have with your husband or wife with anyone else. The New Testament is clear as
well. Hebrews 13:4 says, Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage
bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. But before we
begin to feel any sense of pride in ourselves or accomplishment at having kept this
single commandment, we need to turn to Jesus’s words in Matthew 5:27-28. 27 “You
have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” 28 But | say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with
her in his heart. No man alive can honestly say he has never looked at a woman who is
not his wife with lust. A 2024 study from Barna although American in its results is still
eye opening when it showed that 54% of practicing Christians admitted to using
pornography. That broke down to 75% of Christian men and 40% of Christian women.
That is just what can be classified as pornography, but think about the manga that is
consumed that may not be in that same classification. Or what about romance novels
that create graphic mental pictures of relationships that are sinful. We are bombarded
by illicit images whether in words or in pictures. Even relationships that begin innocently
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enough, grow to have a level of emotional if not physical intimacy that should be
reserved for our spouse. But we think we are okay with God because we have never
physically cheated on our spouse. May God help us to see our sin and the purity through
his eyes.

Then we come to the 8th commandment in verse 15, You shall not steal. In order to
understand the extent of this command, we should think through just what can be stolen
by another person. Obviously, things another owns::- But what about time you owe your
employer contractually? The 8" commandment means that however we find to better
our state in life and gain wealth, it must be done lawfully as the Westminster catechism
says. But when we don’t steal from others, it also means that we don’t do things
towards others in a way that is unjust or unloving that prevents them from gaining
lawful wealth as well. So to treat others in a way that would keep them from moving up
in job skills or levels of pay when it is in our power to affect it and they are qualified
would be stealing from our neighbor. Do we really love our neighbor or do we just say
that we do?

Along those same lines the 9th commandment says in verse 16, '°“You shall not bear
false witness against your neighbor. Isaiah 65:16 calls God, the “God of truth.” ---so that
he who blesses himself in the land shall bless himself by the God of truth, and he who
takes an oath in the land shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles
are forgotten and are hidden from my eyes. Some versions including the Japanese say
“true God” rather than God of truth, but the context emphasizes that God in his
character is completely true. In the context of God’s nature as being truth, we as image
bearers of God must reflect that same truth in everything we say especially in our
dealings with others. This obviously reflects a legal sense that we should never lie in a
court setting. But it goes beyond that to promoting the good name and reputation of
others. In other words, gossip against others is sinful. In fact, anything that puts the
truth at risk or harm’s anothers good name is sinful. Truth should be such an
overwhelming part of the Christian’s life that Jesus says our worship to God must be in
spirit and TRUTH:---John 4:24. And Colossians 3 says that any lack of truth is part of
our old sinful nature that we are to reject in Christ. Colossians 3:9 tells us, 9 Do not lie
to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices. Does every
part of your life reflect truth and honesty all the time. At work? With co-workers? With
your boss? With your employees? With your spouse? With your children? When you get
stopped by the police officer in a traffic stop? Truthfulness and honesty should define
the Christian life, and the people of God.

Finally, we come to the 10th commandment. Verse 17 tells us, '’ “You shall not

covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male
servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your
neighbor's.” This final commandment is about the state of our heart. If we are going to
not covet or desire and be jealous of what others have then this requires us to be fully
content with whatever God has provided us. This full contentment on our part will then
prevent us from envying when our we see someone in our circle get a new car... or
afford some new shoes or clothes that we can’t... or go on vacations we can’t take. God
also ties this back to the 7th Commandment against adultery by saying don’t covet your
neighbor’s wife. Lustful desire falls into this category and is against the 7th
Commandment. You could think of many different ways this would apply. In the New
Testament in Hebrews 13:5 God gives us the motivation for our contentment. Hebrews



13; 5 says, “Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have,
for he has said, “l will never leave you nor forsake you.” The context in Hebrews is the
difference that Jesus Christ makes, so when we are in Christ, his continual presence
with us through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit means that we have everything we
need. | didn’t say we have mostly what we need or some of what we need. We have
EVERYTHING we need with Christ. So, why are we coveting anything else?

After God has spoken these commands, the Scripture tells us the response of the
people to what they are seeing and hearing. Verses 18-21 say, ' Now when all the
people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and
the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far

off '°and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to
us, lest we die.” ® Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you,
that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” # The people stood far
off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. In the presence of a
holy God defining for the people what actions of obedience were demanded by him in
response to that holiness, the people were afraid. But notice their fear was terror and
dread. Moses says, this fear is not what you should have. God’s presence is in front of
you so that you will fear God in a different way. John Piper describes this fear as “not
paralyzing dread, but trembling faith (like what a child feels when his father scoops him
into his arms out of a frightening ocean undertow). It trembles and laughs at the same
time. What fear of God is then is worship from a heart of gratitude and joy because they
now know what God’s requirements for holiness are. But the knowledge of our sin in
light of these commands can lead to human fear if there is no solution for it. So let’s
close by seeing this event through the eyes of the writer of Hebrews who gives us the
solution. Hebrews 12:18-24 says, '° For you have not come to what may be touched, a
blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest '®and the sound of a trumpet and a
voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to
them.? For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the
mountain, it shall be stoned.”®' Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “|
tremble with fear.” # But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living

God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, *and to the
assembly™ of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and
to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, * and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
What causes our human fear and terror to turn into a holy fear and worship of God?
The answer is Jesus, and his blood that was shed for us. When we trust in him, and
repent of our sins, we become part of the New Covenant, and part of those who are
truly righteous in God’s eyes as if we ourselves had perfectly kept all of these
commandments. And it is because we are given Jesus Christ’s righteousness, and in him
all of this old covenant has been fulfilled because he perfectly kept this law. Do you have
that faith in Christ that leads to that fear of God? Let’s pray.
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