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2Timothy 4:9-22 Remain Faithful Together

Today, we have reached the end of 2Timothy. This book is challenging, but at the same time
encouraging as Paul, who is near his death and seemed to know it, challenges Timothy to
remain faithful to his call through the hope we have in Jesus Christ. His final encouragement
that we will see in these last verses of 2Timothy 4:9-22 revolve around the relationships
with people that are so important to Paul’s ministry and will be by example to Timothy and
to us as well. While we look through this list of names and comments about them today, we
see that for Paul one vital part of remaining faithful to God’s call throughout our lives is that
we are to remain faithful together. This life as a follower of Christ is meant to be lived in
community, in family really, with others in the Body of Christ. Let’s read these verses
2Timothy 4:9-22. ° Do your best to come to me soon. For Demas, in love with this present
world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia,” Titus to
Dalmatia. " Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to
me for ministry. ' Tychicus | have sent to Ephesus. '* When you come, bring the cloak that |
left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments. '* Alexander the
coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. '* Beware of
him yourself, for he strongly opposed our message. '° At my first defense no one came to
stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against them! ' But the Lord stood
by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed

and all the Gentiles might hear it. So | was rescued from the lion's mouth. '® The Lord will
rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be
the glory forever and ever. Amen. '° Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of
Onesiphorus. # Erastus remained at Corinth, and | left Trophimus, who was ill, at Miletus.

' Do your best to come before winter. Eubulus sends greetings to you, as do Pudens and
Linus and Claudia and all the brothers.

In these final verses of 2Timothy, there are 17 different people mentioned in addition to
Timothy being the recipient of the letter. People and partnership in ministry were important
to Paul. This passage begins by Paul telling Timothy to do his best to come to him in Rome.
He wanted to be with Timothy. And it wasn’t just Timothy... he wanted him to come with
Mark. He says, “bring him with you...” And he is sure to mention that Luke is currently with
him in Rome. Remember Paul is in prison. It was quite likely that people could visit him
freely, and he probably relied on them for food and other provision. In fact, one of the
things he tells Timothy to bring him at Rome is a cloak he left with a friend named Carpus.
The prison was likely quite cold at times, and he needed this cloak he had left for warmth.
So these people were attending to his physical needs, as well as an emotional need for
companionship. You can see that desire for companionship in how hurt he is by Demas who
has deserted him. It is likely that being publicly identified with Paul may have put others at
risk, and to protect himself and his life, he left Paul. Whatever happened Paul said his love
for life in this world had led to him deserting Paul. That hurt Paul greatly. He didn’t wish him
ill or even mention God’s judgement on him like he did for Alexander who was an enemy of
Paul. Many times, it is a love for this world that can harm our relationships with other
believers. We begin to miss church. When brothers and sisters in Christ reach out, we
ignore them because we do not want to have that conversation. It becomes easier to just
avoid Christians and hang out with our unsaved friends who will not try to challenge us on
our need to follow Christ above all. The path may not always look like this. Perhaps certain
sins become more enjoyable to us than the joy we should find in knowing Jesus, and that sin
pushes us away from other Christians. Or like the situation for Paul and others, the risk of
persecution in some way is too great, so like Demas it is easier to walk away and not be
looked at as one of the Christians who is being persecuted.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%204%3A9-22&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29864a

Other than Demas, Paul warns Timothy of one negative person, Alexander the coppersmith.
We don’t know anything about him. There is speculation he is the same Alexander
mentioned in Acts, but the connection is definitely not clear. Whoever he was, it is clear, he
is an enemy of the gospel and an enemy of Paul who has sought to harm him in some way.
Part of Timothy’s trip that he will make to see Paul would perhaps put him in the same
location as Alexander so Paul wants to make sure he knows to beware of him. Alexander is
the only one that Paul really deems to be an enemy. It seems likely that Paul had already
been through a first trial in Rome, because he says in verse 16, '° At my first defense no one
came to stand by me, but all deserted me. We don’t know who Paul had counted on to stand
with him as witnesses for his innocence at his trial, perhaps Demas, but they had left him.
But even with those people, notice what he says, May it not be charged against them! These
are not unbelievers and enemies. They were believers, brothers in Christ, who were just
weak in their faith to stand up for Paul, and Paul shows Christian love for them even in their
weakness. Others he mentions, seem to have been sent out for ministry to various areas
Crescens went to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia, and Erastus is at Corinth. Paul even cares to
mention that Trophimus had been sick and so apparently Paul had been forced to leave him
in Miletus where he could recover. Then at the end of the book, we see him mention people
who were very special to him, Prisca and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. Prisca
and Aquila were tentmakers who lived in the city or Corinth. We are first introduced to them
in Acts 18:2. And he [Paul] found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come
from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave
Rome. And he went to see them, 3 and because he was of the same trade he stayed with
them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. So, while Paul was planting the
church in the town of Corinth, he worked as a tentmaker with this Christian husband and
wife to pay his expenses. Later in verse 18 of Acts 18, we see that they went with him on at
least part of the rest of his missionary journey. After this, Paul stayed many days longer
and then took leave of the brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila.
They go to Ephesus together and in Ephesus, a man named Apollos who does fear and
serve God is preaching, but he doesn’t know about Jesus. So we see this husband and wife
take time help him grow in his faith in God by following Jesus. Acts 18:26 says, 26 - they
took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. Paul is not with them
right now, but he takes every opportunity he can to basically send them his love in greeting
them by letter. The household or family of Onesiphorus was especially dear to him because
this man Onesiphorus meant so much to him. Earlier in 2Timothy 1:16-18 we read, 16 May
the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was
not ashamed of my chains, 17 but when he arrived in Rome he searched for me earnestly
and found me— 18 may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that day!—and
you well know all the service he rendered at Ephesus. Finally, although, he was left alone in
front of the judge, apparently Paul had friends in the persecuted church at Rome as he
closes with greetings from those people in verse 21, Eubulus sends greetings to you, as do
Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brothers. | wanted to go through this list of people
to say this...where do all the relationships come from? They come from local churches, and
his relationships with others in the Body of Christ. What keeps Paul going as he endures
imprisonment and persecution? It is the church, and the brothers and sisters in Christ who
he is related to by the fact of their salvation. These names listed are both Hebrew names
and Greek or Roman names. They were Jews and Gentiles from many different cities and
areas of the Roman world, but they were one in Christ. They gave Paul the strength to go
on as he served God even to the point of martyrdom. Why join a local church? Because we
need each other! In order to remain faithful to Jesus Christ throughout our lives, we need to
live the life of faith together. The Christian life is not meant to be lived alone. It is meant to
be lived together in unity with brothers and sisters, where we all have real lives and real sin



which makes those relationships hard. There is a significance to Mark being included in this
passage that really drives this point home. In Acts 15, we read about a failure on the part of
Mark. Acts 15:36-39 says, 36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return
and visit the brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how
they are.” 37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul
thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had
not gone with them to the work. 39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they
separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus--- Mark
had failed, to the extent that Paul did not want to do another missionary journey with him.
His presence even caused a split between him and his faithful friend Barnabus. But this is
the beauty of the church. There is failure. It is inevitable. But there is restoration and love
that seeks to continue to do life together and minister together. So the fact that Paul would
say, Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry, had to mean a
lot to Mark and send a strong message to others in the church. This is the love, the unity,
the fellowship and the restoration that the church provides that can sustain us in our
journey of faith, following Jesus Christ.

But in the middle of this list of people, he makes another interesting comment to Timothy.
Look at verse 13 again, '* When you come, bring the cloak that | left with Carpus at Troas,
also the books, and above all the parchments. Most scholars believe that the books are likely
the Scripture, the Old Testament. And the parchments were writing materials which were
not easy to come by. Why did Paul want these? He probably had large amounts of scripture
memorized. But still having the Word of God to read, to study, to continue to feed himself,
he thought that was necessary even in prison. If the man who Jesus appeared to personally
and called as his follower and apostle, who by virtue of being a pharisee knew the scripture
backwards and forwards, thought having the Word of God was necessary, how much more
so for us? And what about the parchments? These meant he could write. Ministry for Paul
did not end until life itself ended. Everyone of these people represented another church who
could use encouragement, another individual who Paul could express his love for. And in a
day of no email or text or even readily available paper, he needed his parchment for ministry
to continue even in prison. | don’t believe it is coincidental that Paul asks for basically a Bible
and paper in prison. His ministry as an apostle and an Elder in several different churches
was a ministry of the Word. Everything he wrote that is preserved in the Bible was actually
God’s revelation, God’s Scripture itself, but even his letters are all written based on his
understanding and application of the Old Testament or Old Covenant now being fulfilled in
Jesus Christ. So, every letter he wrote was saturated by his knowledge and application of
God’s Word to those who read it. This ministry of the Word was meaningless without the
people to whom he was writing. The people who he loved, and who loved him in return. The
people who he remembered and asked about whenever we see him writing these letters.
And those people were the ones he was writing to. His ministry was preaching the gospel,
whether through spoken or written word, as an apostle called to shepherd these people and
these churches to know Christ and remain faithful to him in the face of persecution. That
ministry to and with others would continue as long as God gave him strength and time on
earth to do it.

It is really this focus on doing ministry in God’s strength that kept Paul going. We see this in
what seems to be his final words, except for the greetings at the very end. 2Timothy 4:17-
18 says, " But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So | was rescued from the lion's
mouth. ® The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly
kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. Was Paul almost sacrificed to lions in



the Roman coliseum? Possibly, but more likely this is his way of using metaphor to say that
God had rescued him from every evil thing that he had gone through. Rescue was not
sparing him from pain and suffering, but bringing him through each of them to further
ministry. We will only know in eternity whether Paul knew just how close to a martyr’s death
he was while writing this. But at some point, his life was no longer spared and from a human
standpoint, the metaphorical lion would get him. But even then God’s provision would prove
greater than the attacks of Satan and every evil deed that men could bring against him.
Because for Paul and for us if we know Jesus Christ, death is not destruction. Death is a
move into perfection, into our true home, into God’s heavenly kingdom. The man or woman
who lives a life faithful to God, drawing strength for life’s journey from the people of God
and ministering God’s love to others on the same journey, is promised an end to that
journey in a heavenly kingdom. A kingdom where God’s eternal glory is perfectly displayed in
every one of its residents, and where sin does not cast shadows over the glory of our holy
God. This vision, this hope, this goal, should cause us to say with Paul, To him be the glory
forever and ever! Amen! And why does God not just remove us when we become a Christian
and follow Jesus Christ so that we can immediately experience this glory? Because as Paul
points out, there is a message that needs to be fully proclaimed and people who need to
hear the truth of the gospel. Maybe you are one of those people today. One primary
purpose why all of us who know Christ are still here gathering as the church and not
experiencing the joys of heaven is to proclaim to you that God is your creator. He created
you, but all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23) The wages of
our sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord
(Romans 6:23). He can offer us that eternal life and forgiveness for our sin, because Jesus
Christ, God the Son, died on a cross and rose again to pay the price for our sin and conquer
death on our behalf. Will you believe in Jesus today by repenting of your sin, and accepting
him as your Lord and Savior? We as a church, as a group of believers in Jesus Christ
covenanted together as the Body of Christ, are here to show you what it means to follow
Jesus. And through the ministry of the Word of God, by the strength that God alone
provides, encourage each of us to remain faithful to God throughout our time on this earth!
So that with one voice, we can say with all the faithful followers of Christ throughout history
including Paul and those he commends at the end of this letter, To [God] be the glory
forever and ever! Amen! Let’s pray.



