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2Timothy 3:1-9 A Righteous Response to Unrighteousness

There is a common saying in the Philippines that is often used to describe how a
negative influence in a group can affect others, suggesting that issues like
corruption or unethical behavior may spread if not addressed. The saying is “If
there is a rotten tomato in a basket of fresh tomatoes, all of them will rot”
(Filipino:Kapag may bulok na kamatis sa tumpok ng mga sariwang kamatis,
mabubulok din ang lahat). This has a similar meaning to the English proverb;
“One bad apple spoils the bunch.” In Japan, they say “Shu ni majiwareba akaku
naru.” There is a bible verse that supports this 1 Corinthians 15:33 “Do not be
misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”

Today, we will be covering 2 Timothy 3:1-9. Different Bible versions have
different headings for this passage. ESV-“Godlessness in the Last Days”; NKJV-
“Perilous Times and Perilous Men”; NLT-“The Dangers of the Last Days.” | chose
to title this message, “A Righteous Response to Unrighteousness”

To be able to understand what “unrighteousness” is, let us start by defining
“righteousness”. The dictionary defines righteousness as the quality of being
morally right or justifiable. In the Bible, God’s standard for righteousness is
Himself. This is impossible to attain. Isaiah 64:6 says, “We have all become like
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We
all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.” We can never
be righteous on our own in the eyes of God. The good news is that we have been
made righteous in the eyes of God because of what Jesus did on the cross. 2
Corinthians 5:21 says, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”. Of course, | am
speaking to those who have received Jesus in their lives based on what Romans
10:9-10 says, “because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For
with the heart, one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses
and is saved,” and Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so
that no one may boast.” So based on this, we can define righteousness as “The
quality of being right before God, justified through Jesus Christ by grace through
faith and being sanctified daily through God’s Word and His Holy Spirit.” So, it
now follows that unrighteousness would be the opposite of righteousness. It is
the state of NOT being right before God because one is not in Christ.

As | have titled this message, “A Righteous Response to Unrighteousness,” this
passage cites two kinds of response. First, the response of righteous people to
unrighteousness, and second, God’s righteous response to unrighteousness.
Let us read 2 Timothy 3:1-5. “But understand this, that in the last days there will
come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud,
arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless,
unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good,
treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers
of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such
people.” Let us go over a few of the list that Paul enumerated to see if it is going
on now and if we are truly in the last days. Lovers of self. With the rise of social
media, what is the number one subject matter people promote on social media



platforms? Isn’t it themselves? Self is indeed the dominant subject across these
social media platforms. The primary content revolves around personal identity,
experiences, opinions and image. Yes, people do also share news, current
events, art, and ideas, but, the self is always centered in the narrative. A
preacher once said, before, when we see a beautiful waterfall, we take a picture
of the waterfall. But nowadays, when we see a beautiful waterfall, we take a
picture of the waterfall with us in it. We no longer witness beauty, we insert
ourselves into it. Even natural beauty became backdrops to personal narrative.
Of course, there’s nothing wrong with taking selfies. The problem comes when
our needs and desires supersede all others, including God -when the narrative is
“It's all about me. For John Piper, humans are created in God's image to find joy
in reflecting God's glory, not in self-exaltation. He contrasts this with the modern
idea of self-esteem, arguing that true fulfillment comes from a right relationship
with God and a focus on His greatness, not on self-love or self-esteem. “from
him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever”
(Romans 11:36), | say to everyone among you not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think” (Romans 12:3)”

Next, lovers of money. The apostle Paul, in his first letter to his young disciple,
Timothy, had this to say: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:10). It is very evident in the world
that those who have money always want more. Greed is very rampant, in fact, a
lot of crimes are committed because of money. Proud and arrogant. This also
ties in with self love. Remember that at the center of pride is | {Slide}. Abusive.
All you have to do is go and open your cellphone and watch cases where parents
abuse their own children and even starve them to death. We also see and hear
of those in authority who abuse their power, spouses who beat up on their
spouses, and so much more that we see in the world. Disobedient to parents.
Well, we do not need to look outside to see proof of this. Who here has not been
disobedient to their parents at one time or another. | know | have. This passage
goes on to list a number of ungodly behaviors that if we go over all of them one
by one, you will not want me to preach again because | might take up 3 hours or
more. (However, | believe that all of them are by-products of putting oneself at
the center or on top of everything) So let me go to the last part in verse 5.
“Having the appearance of godliness but denying its power.” What does this
mean? This refers to people who claim to be Christians but do not act as
Christians. Titus 1:16 “They profess to know God, but they deny him by their
works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work”, just like the
scribes and pharisees that were often rebuked by Jesus for focusing on outward
religious behavior while neglecting the true condition of the heart. Do you know
what Jesus said to them?“27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are
full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. So, you also outwardly appear
righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness”
Matthew 23:27-28. Christians who are Christian in name but not in life. Their
lives are not transformed; they are not living in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Remember that Paul is warning Timothy, a pastor, of these kinds of people. So,
if you read from verse one again, with this in mind- these ungodly people are
people in church, then we can understand why these are perilous times. Verse 5
ends by saying, “Avoid such people.” According to Paul, this is how the
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righteous should respond to unrighteous people in church. Remember, we
are referring to those who profess to be Christians but whose lives (and hearts)
are not transformed. Those who interpret scripture to conform with their desires.
Avoid such people. Why? We can see the answer in vs 6-7. Verse 6, “For
among them are those who creep into households and capture weak
women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions,” meaning,
we can be influenced by them. They can influence the weak, especially new
converts. We need to protect the church, especially our young brothers and
sisters from their influence. Verse 7 continues to say, “always learning and
never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.” This means that they may
know the Bible, memorize verses even, yet, the truth does not dwell in them. So
how do we protect ourselves from such? We need to know the Bible ourselves.
Search scripture as the Bereans did. Acts 17:10-11 says this about the
Bereans, “The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea,
and when they arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these Jews
were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.” We
are responsible for knowing scripture as well as teaching it to each other. | would
challenge you to read the Bible from cover to cover. And when you're done, read
it again. And again and again. God speaks to us through His Word and we are
also transformed through His Word. Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is
living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of
soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.” Will you ask God to help you discern the righteous from
the unrighteous? Will you immerse yourself in God’s word and allow it to take
root in your hearts and grow and bear fruit for His glory?

Let us continue and read 2 Timothy 3:8-9. “Just as Jannes and Jambres
opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind
and disqualified regarding the faith. But they will not get very far, for their
folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men.”

So, who are Jannes and Jambres? The Bible is not very clear about who these
men are, but according to Jewish tradition, these are the magicians that opposed
Moses and Aaron. Supposedly, they went with the Israelites when they escaped
from Egypt and were instrumental in the Israelites’ worship of the golden calf,
which Aaron made in Exodus 32. Some Hebrew writings interpret Balaam’s 2
servants to be Jannes and Jambres in Numbers 22:22. Of course, these are all
speculations and must not be taken as gospel truth. Suffice it to say that these
two men caused great harm among the Jews in leading them astray from
worshipping God. These kinds of people are the perils we may encounter in the
church. People who lead us away from God and from the church. These people
are like cancer cells that if not suppressed will largely multiply to a great extent
that will harm the Church and the body of Christ. What is God’s righteous
response to them? “They will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to
all.” They will fail. Romans 1:18 says, “For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unrighteousness suppress the truth.” And Proverbs 15:29 says, “The Lord is far
from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous.” Yes, Those who
continue to persist in unrighteousness will ultimately fail for they will not be able
to withstand God’s Judgement. *The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the
wind drives away® Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor



sinners in the congregation of the righteous;® for the LORD knows the way of the
righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. Psalms 1:4-6

| would like to end my message on a positive note. Yes, we are called to discern
between the righteous and the unrighteous and to avoid the unrighteous people
in church who persist in their ungodly behavior, to remove the rotten tomato from
the full fresh basket of tomato to avoid contamination. But we still have the
responsibility of correcting the errant brother or sister. Lovingly correcting those
who are going astray — not from a place of judgment or superiority, but out of
genuine care for their well-being and growth. '° “If your brother sins against

you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,
you have gained your brother. Matthew 18:15. This highlights our responsibility
to correct our erring brothers or sisters with humility, love and respect — focusing
on constructive feedback and positive outcomes rather than criticism. Galatians
6:1 says, “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest
you too be tempted.” The key here now is how to correct in order to restore
someone in the Church who is misbehaving — Galatians 6:1 said — in a spirit of
gentleness, always motivated with love not out of anger or pride.

Why restoration? It displays God’s ultimate desire to bring back humanity to
Himself for his glory: that is agape love; that’s grace; that is mercy.

Is there someone that God is putting in your heart to reach out to? Allow the Holy
Spirit to guide you. What will you tell them? How will you tell them? and,

When? And if there is anyone here who does not know God personally, know that
He is calling to you and He desires that you be restored to Himself. You can
approach Pastor Ben or Pastor Akashi or any person in church to learn more
about how you can know more about God and His love for you. Let us pray.



