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2Timothy 2:20-26 Run Away From Sin

Today’s passage is 2Timothy 2:20-26, and | want to start right away by reading the first
two verses that set the stage for the rest of the passage. Those verses read, 20 Now in
a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay,
some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. 21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses
himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as
holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work. There are a couple
different ways to understand these verses and see them apply to the church or to the
individual. | tend to see them both ways, but in how they connect with verses 22-26,
they seem to focus on seeing the “great house” as our individual life. Either way you look
at it, Paul wants us to picture a beautiful mansion filled with beautiful things. Now, even
in a mansion, not everything in it is as beautiful as everything else in it. For the US White
house, there are many collections of fine china associated with different Presidential
administrations. They are known by the names of the President at that time. So, there is
an Eisenhower service dating to the late 1950’s, Hayes service dating to around 1880, a
Lincoln service dating to the 1860’s and a Reagan service that dates to the 1980’s and
others. Now each of those china dining sets are worth probably more than any of us
make in a year, and are very beautiful. But when the President or someone like the
Japanese Prime Minister or even the Emperor (Tenno Heika) eat, | am sure there are
many times just like the rest of us that they eat something out of a Daiso quality plastic
container warmed up in a microwave. That container is pretty much disposable, like
wood or clay from the time of Paul. Both exist in that same house. As | said before that
“great house” in its individual application is our life and Timothy’s life. Paul says that our
goal should be to have a life that has all the beautiful perfect expensive vessels and not
the disposable, plain and even broken vessels inside of us.

With that picture in mind, the question becomes what in our lives would be these vessels
for dishonorable use? Given the context that comes immediately in the next verses that
is our text for today, verses 22-26, the answer to that question is that the
“dishonorable” things are sin. So as we read these verses 22-26, we see the truth that
Paul is stating that to be an honorable vessel, we must run away from sin! With that
rather long lead in, let’s look now at verses 22-26. 22 So flee youthful passions and
pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from
a pure heart. 23 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that
they breed quarrels. 24 And the Lord's servant[a] must not be quarrelsome but kind to
everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting his opponents with
gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the
truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the deuvil,
after being captured by him to do his will. Paul encourages us to be an honorable vessel
for God’s use, then gives us the way to do that. And what he says is that we flee, we
run away, from sin. The word in isn’t mentioned, but pursuing righteousness means
turning from youthful passions, which must make them sin. In this passage, we see three
keys to running away from sin. It starts with first recognizing the root causes of sin in
our lives. Now, we know the source of sin is Satan’s lies. We see that in this passage
when Paul talks about the snare of the devil. Satan seeks through temptation to get us
to do things that are against God’s will and desires and out of line with his glory. That is
the definition of sin, not bringing glory to God. Romans 3:23 says that all of us have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Sin is a universal problem that we all have.
Although God created all of us in his image, through the first man Adam all of us are



now born with a nature and bent to sin. None of us no matter how hard we try can live
in a sin free way, because our standard is God himself, not society, not our own morals,
not legal codes, but God’s standards as laid out in God’s Word. God himself provided
the solution to the problem of sin in Jesus Christ who died in our place and took the
punishment for our sin. When we repent of our sin and turn to Jesus Christ, we are
forgiven for our sin and given Christ’s righteousness. But there is a problem, because
we still battle the sin in our lives. Paul describes that battle in the book of Romans.
Romans 7:19-20 says, 19 For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is
what | keep on doing. 20 Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it, but
sin that dwells within me.

So, Christians continue to battle sin, but that battle is now with the strength of the Holy
Spirit. But understand it is a battle that must be waged and in order to fight that battle
that must be fought, we have to flee and run away from that sin. But in order to do that,
we have to be clear in all the places we are vulnerable to that sin in order to run away
from it. In this passage, there are two places listed that make us vulnerable to sin. The
first is youthful passions. Many times, this has been interpreted as sexual sin, and of
course it surely includes that. But this is not simply sin that falls into that category; it is
broader than that. When we look at the context of verses 23-25 and the things Timothy
is told he should pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace... this seems to imply sins
that would be things that would lead to the opposite of those. In other words,
unkindness towards others, unloving actions and words, quarreling with others. Even
when we would never justify such sins as lying or adultery or pornography use, we
excuse other sins and thereby show that we are still youthful and immature in our
spiritual growth. It’s so easy to say that someone made me mad instead of taking
responsibility for our anger. We really don’t search our hearts and thoughts and actions
for everything that may bring dishonor to God. To do so would cause us to see just how
deeply we actually grieve God with the amount of sin in our lives, so we are content to
just go through the motions of Bible reading and prayer, but never look deep enough
within ourselves to seek out where our sin is and what we need to run away from.

There is a second source shown in these verses for sin in our lives that we must be
aware of as we try to run away from sin. Verse 23 says, 23 Have nothing to do with
foolish, ignorant controversies. And this goes along with the beginning of verse 24, And
the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome. This can be such a big temptation for some
people, and to be honest, a temptation for me. Arguing for too many of us can become
a loved pasttime. Especially with the internet, and the anonimity that it provides, we can
engage in arguments and criticism of others with little accountability. Now, why would
this be a problem for Christians, to the point that Paul would point this out to a pastor.
As Christians, we believe, or we absolutely should believe in absolute truth. In Japan its
not the cultural norm to be that direct, but we must hold to certain absolutes that the
Bible declares to be true, which makes other truth claims false. That in itself is not
bad...in fact it is necessary. But what happens when we take that commitment to truth
and move it beyond the clear teaching of scripture to our interpretation of this book or
even further away, the application of that Scripture. We can easily move from
disagreement with other Christians over interpretation or application to being
quarrelsome and argumentative just for the sake of demanding agreement with what |
believe to be right. And when it comes right down to it, many of these disagreements
are really just foolish ignorant controversies, rather than clear stands on the truth of



God’s Word. The desire to have fellowship around the gospel while still holding to
important distinctions of belief was what led to the original Together for the Gospel
Conference in America. It started with 4 men, Mark Dever, the founder of 9Marks and a
Reformed Baptist; Ligon Duncan, a Presbyterian, C.J Mahaney of Sovereign Grace, that
are charismatic and Reformed, and Albert Mohler, Reformed Baptist, President of
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. They wanted to show that you could disagree as
Christian brothers on some core theological distinctives and yet unite on the centrality
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Today, many Christians have forgotten that truth, and
would rather focus on divisively attacking anyone who disagrees with them on even the
smallest detail. We must guard our lives and run away from that temptation and call it
what it is - sin.

But if we are flee or run away from sin, what are we running towards? It is not enough
to just stop the sin; we must replace it with something else or it will return and fill the
void. We can see this in Ephesians 4:22 and 24. Verse 21 says you heard and were
taught...verse 22, to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life
and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and verse 24 and to put on the new self,
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. The same idea
appears here in 2Timothy 2. We must not just flee from sin, we must replace sin with
Christ centered righteousness. Notice these verses show two contrasts. Flee
this...pursue this. And the Lord’s servant must not be X...But Y. And what are we to
pursue? Righteousness, faith, love, peace, kind, able to teach, patient in enduring evil,
gently correcting. This is what we fill our lives with instead of sin, that we are so easily
tempted to give into. Just as strongly as we run away from sin, we run towards and
pursue the opposite, which are those things that can only come as a gift from God.
None of us are righteous and able to choose good or righteousness on our own. Romans
3:10 tells us, as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one. And Isaiah 64:6 tells us
that “all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment...” But when we repent of our
sin and accept Jesus Christ by faith as Lord and Savior, then we are given his
righteousness. Philippians 3:9 says, and be found in him, not having a righteousness of
my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith— Only when we are pursuing Christ and
his righteousness, not our own goodness, can we truly do actions that are counted as
good. But to pursue Christ means we reject sin and running away from it. And we do
this by growing our faith and trust in him. And Ephesians 2 tells us that our faith comes
from God, so we don’t look within ourselves even to strengthen our faith...we look to
God! Ephesians 2:8 says, For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God... It is out of the heart of faith, seeking Christ’s
righteousness not our own that we are able to love others, including those who are
unlovable, as Christ tells us. We then become people of peace and kindness in a world
that can be hard and rigid and unforgiving and seeking self-fulfillment at the expense of
other people. Instead, as Christians we are seeking to obey Ephesians 4:32, Be kind to
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. The
other list in verses 24-25 do seem to be more directed at those with pastoral and elder
responsibilities, especially since it includes the description of able to teach. This was the
standard for Elders, that set their qualifications apart from the qualification for Deacons
in 1Timothy 2. It should be noted that to not be quarrelsome does not mean that you
won’t draw lines and have convictions. It does mean that the way you teach those
convictions is with gentleness and patience, even if it is patiently enduring the evil



attacks that come your way, sometimes by even those who claim to be Christians. As
you as the church choose Elders, you need to choose men of conviction, but also men
who rightly shepherd others who disagree with them and even attack them.

We’ve already seen that we don’t have the power within ourselves to flee sin and pursue
righteousness. So how do we do this? We must rely on God’s power to overcome sin.
We see this truth in how changes come even in those we confront with a gentle spirit.
Verse 25 says, God may perhaps grant them repentance... Repentance and the ongoing
work of turning from sin and pursuing righteousness are ultimately God’s work in us. If
you think you can defeat sin through willpower or new habits alone, you will fail!
1Corinthians 10:12 tells us, 12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take
heed lest he fall. But then goes on to remind us of God’s work on our behalf in verse
13... 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful,
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. Another overlooked
way God empowers us is through the church. In 2 Timothy 2:22, we’re told to flee
youthful passions ...along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. There is
strength in spiritual community. The Christian life was never meant to be lived alone.
God uses the local church to provide the accountability, loving encouragement, and
correction we need to resist sin and pursue holiness. And it is in the Body of Christ,
where we are under the systematic teaching and preaching of the Word of God and the
Biblical counsel provided by not only Elders but other brothers and sisters in Christ to
know what it is that God wants us to replace the sin in our lives with. So, if you find
yourself falling time after time to the same sin, look at your life and see what am | doing
to run away from that sin. Are there are apps on my phone that need to be blocked?
Are there situations that | know will cause me to be more open to that temptation, so |
need to not put myself in those situations? Are there people that | may need to love, but
also avoid because | have a difficult time seeking righteousness when | am with them?
And then what are you pursuing instead of sin? Is it the pleasures of life rather than the
glory of God? Have you been regularly taking in more of the Word of God during the
time you would have devoted to that sin? Finally, are you active in the Body of Christ,
seeking his righteousness through the strength provided by participation in the church?
There is hope...There is escape, even after we have given into sin time and time again.
And whether it’s the first time or the thousandth time that we turn to God in repentance
for our sin and asking for the faith to follow Christ, the end is the same as verse 26
reads, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil,
after being captured by him to do his will. Run away from sin by turning to Jesus and
trusting in him for deliverance and strength. Seek out a brother or sister in Christ to
hold each other accountable and strengthen each other by the Holy Spirit’s power
through that relationship. No matter how captured you are by sin and devil, he is
defeated and there is escape. Let’s pray.



