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2Timothy 2:8-13 Remember the Resurrected King

Happy Resurrection Day, everyone! I’'m guessing some, if not all of you, are a little
confused. We tend to only celebrate, let alone think about, the Resurrection once a year.
But did you know that one of the main reasons the church has always gathered on
Sundays is to celebrate the Resurrection? So it seems a little strange that the
Resurrection has become such an afterthought to modern Christians. Did the Christians
of the past put too much emphasis on the Resurrection? Or is it us, who have forgotten
the importance of it? Today, | hope to convince you of the latter. And | hope that in
doing so, the reality of the Resurrection would amaze, and comfort you. But first, let’s
read today’s text. You can pick up one of the pew Bibles in front of you, or read along in
your sermon notes. Today’s text is from 2 Timothy 2:8-13. “8 Remember Jesus Christ,
risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which | am
suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10
Therefore | endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the
salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 The saying is trustworthy, for: If
we have died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with
him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; 13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful—for
he cannot deny himself.”

Paul begins this text by instructing his readers to “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from
the dead---”. An interesting point about this letter is the way in which Paul refers to the
gospel throughout it. Generally, we think of Paul as the “justification” guy, but Paul
doesn’t specifically mention justification at all in this letter. And it’s not because Paul’s
understanding of the gospel has suddenly changed; rather, he is trying to highlight the
importance of the Resurrection. The next thing he mentions is that Jesus is the offspring
of David. David was the most successful and well known king in Israel’s history. He is
also well known because of the covenant that God made with him. In 2 Samuel 7:12-13,
God says to David, “I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and
blood, and | will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name,
and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” Notice the term “kingdom
forever”. The only way that a kingdom can last forever is if the nation’s line of kings (or
singular king), never dies out. What kind of kingdom or king is free from the hold that
death has over it? | think before we move on, it would be helpful for us to consider
“death” for a little bit. The greatest, most powerful thing in this life is death. There is
nothing more final, more absolute, more guaranteed in this world than death. No
technology, medicine, or nation has ever overcome it. But when Christ rose from the
dead, death was defeated. In Acts 2:24 Peter says, “24 God raised him up, loosing the
pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.” So, the most
absolute and guaranteed thing in this world, death, could not hold Jesus. So what
kingdom is free from the chains of death? God’s kingdom. Jesus is the offspring of
David who rules over his eternal kingdom as the eternal king. These two seemingly
unrelated points of Jesus rising from the dead, and being the descendant of David are
actually connected. The event of the Resurrection inaugurates Jesus in his role as the
king of the universe. It is how the offspring of David comes to rule over all things
forever. But how does the Resurrection accomplish this victory?

In Romans 1: 3-4, Paul says, “3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to
the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,”. So, not



only does the resurrection of Jesus prove his power over death, but it is how he was
declared to be the Son of God; the Eternal One who rules over all things. Christ’s victory
over death and the world is accomplished through his rising from the dead. But not only
was it a victory for Jesus, but it is also our victory. How so? In verses 11 through 13,
Paul uses this interesting formula. It’s these 4 “If—will” statements. [f—wiill. If—will. If—
will. So, “If this is true, this will be the result”. Verses 11 and 12 say, “11 If we have died
with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him”. Notice
the words “died” and “live”, and also “reign”. What does that sound like? Yes!
Resurrection and rule! That first point that Paul mentioned about Jesus, the risen,
offspring of David, at the beginning of this text is in mind here. But notice, that this
time, what Christ accomplished is now shared with his people. Romans 6:5 says, “For if
we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in
a resurrection like his.” Our hope of eternal life and glory are ours because of the
Resurrection, as well. And that is a special hope for those who lose a loved one, but that
loved one was in Christ. It is hard to say goodbye knowing that we will not see them
again in this life. And it's okay to feel sad; Jesus, Himself, wept for Lazarus. He
understands your grief. But Jesus also promises that those who have died in Christ, will
live with Him. His resurrection is now our resurrection. Death is not the end for
Christians. And so, we’re sad to say goodbye; but we rejoice knowing that those
goodbyes will be short-lived. For this life is so incredibly small, compared to the infinite
reality of eternal life, where all of us; past, present, and future believers, will together
glory in and worship the Risen Christ forever. How glorious is that?

So, the reason the Resurrection is important is because it was the way in which Jesus
won victory over death, and was set as ruler of all things. And through Christ’s victory,
we too receive victory and rule in his kingdom. Next, | want to answer the question, “If
the Resurrection is important, what relevance does it have on my life, now?” To do so,
let’s jump back a bit to verses 9 and 10, and see how Paul answered this question. After
summarizing his gospel with Jesus, the resurrected king, Paul continues “9 for which |
am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10
Therefore | endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the
salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” So, Paul says that the reason he is
now imprisoned is because of the gospel. Paul then uses the word “but”, to contrast his
situation with the far greater reality; and that is, that the word of God, the gospel, is not
bound! Notice that Paul is not ignoring his situation. He is not pretending his suffering,
or imprisonment don’t exist. No, what he’s doing is placing these two truths against
each other, like two boxers in a ring, or two opposing sports teams. And he’s putting
them up against each other to show the reader the difference between the two realities.
Imprisonment, suffering, death; these are all real things that Paul was either
experiencing at that time, or was about to experience. But Paul’s confidence; what he
knew to be true, was that though he was experiencing these very real and very powerful
things, they were absolutely powerless in comparison to the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Because the gospel cannot be bound, Paul has the hope and strength to bring the Good
News to the dangerous places in the world. He knows that he is going to suffer
persecution for evangelizing. But because the word of God is greater than any suffering,
Paul can endure anything to do God’s will in reaching the lost with the gospel. Brother,
sister, what suffering or hardships are weighing you down? What troubles surround you,
and make you feel like there’s no escape? Maybe it's difficulty at work, in your finances,
health, or the state of the world? It can feel like this life is just hopeless. It can feel like



the darkness will overcome the light. But Christian, remember. Remember Jesus Christ
rose from the dead, and rules eternally over all creation. There is no greater reality than
this! No matter how powerful or hopeless your suffering feels, line it up against the
eternal, resurrected Christ. Your suffering on one side, Jesus Christ, risen from the
dead on the other. Which reality is greater? Jesus stands victorious, everytime. But
what about for the unbeliever? Interestingly, the Resurrection is a guarantee for you,
too. But unlike the great comfort that it is for the believer, it is actually a great terror for
you. John 5, verses 22, 23, and 27-29 say, “22 For the Father judges no one, but has
given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the
Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.” “27
And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28
Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his
voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those
who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.” Friend, if you continue to deny
Jesus, he will deny you in the Resurrection. Your reward will be hell. Verse 12 is a
warning for you. Read it slowly, and consider: “12 if we deny him, he also will deny us”.
But what does it mean to deny him? To deny Jesus is to deny the reality of the
Resurrection, and our need of it. To deny the Resurrection means to reject the fact that
Jesus actually did rise from the dead, and that he now rules over all things, especially
your life. To deny your need of it means to reject the fact that all of us have rebelled
against God, and because of that rebellion, we are all guilty and deserve punishment. It
means rejecting your need for Jesus' death in your place, to take the guilt and
punishment you deserve, and rejecting his resurrection that allows us to share in
Christ’s victories, and freedom from our guilt and punishment. And so, you need to stop
denying Jesus. You need to believe in the Resurrection. You need to believe in him. Do
it, today.

So, the Resurrection is important because it is how Christ won victory over death and
was seated as ruler over creation, and how we will share in those rewards. And the
Resurrection is relevant to the believer, because it guarantees comfort and strength, but
for the unbeliever, it guarantees terror. For our final question, | want to answer: What
hope of Resurrection do | have if | am a failure? To do that, let’s go back to the “If—will”
statements in verses 11-13. So, there’s a couple ways to interpret them. The first way
is to think of them as conditional. What that means, is that there are conditions, or
requirements that need to be accomplished to receive the reward. It’d be like saying, “If
you are able to do these things, you will be rewarded; BUT, if you don’t do them, you
get nothing!” So, that’s the first way you could read it; and | think many of us, if we’re
honest, tend to read it that way. I’d guess that there are many of you who hyperfixate
on those “If we deny him” and “If we are faithless:--” parts, and downplay the other
parts. I’'m sure that many of you carry around a record of your faithlessness and
failures. To others, you affirm that God is the one who justifies us and holds His own in
the faith, but secretly, in the back of your mind, you often question if your actions or
inactions have caused yourself, or someone else to fall beyond God’s reach. These
“what if” questions eat at us in the secret places of our hearts. “What if | keep repeating
that one sin, over and over?”, “What if | was a better husband or wife to my unbelieving
spouse?”, “What if | started discipling my children when they were younger?”, “What if |
had confronted that brother or sister earlier about their sin?” What an impossible
burden that is. But let me offer up an alternative reading. The second way to read it is
as guarantees, or promises. So, “If these are true, these are also true”. If we go back to



the beginning of verse 11, Paul says, “11 The saying is trustworthy”. Notice that he
doesn’t call them “conditions”, he calls them “sayings”, or as some translations say
“statements”. These are clearly not conditions; These are “trustworthy sayings”. Paul’s
intention in this letter is not to make the Christian question their faith, he wants to
strengthen, and encourage it. He uses this “If—will” language to express that the
resurrection and rule that Christ won, and now shares with us, is guaranteed; It is
undeniable. It’s like saying, “True+True=True”. If you have died with Christ, you will be
raised to life! If you have endured, you will reign with him! Let’s focus in on the end of
the last verse: “If we are faithless, he remains faithful; for he cannot deny himself”. So,
the reason that Jesus is faithful, is not dependent on you or me, but on himself, and
specifically, because he cannot deny himself. Jesus cares about the glory of his own
name. He cares about the reward that he deserves. He cares so much so, that it is
impossible for him to deny himself what he is due. And what he is due, is us, the elect;
our lives, and our worship. And it is because of this jealousy that Christ has for his own
reward, that our fate is secure. The reality of our resurrection cannot be denied, for we
are eternally his. And Jesus will receive his reward. What a beautiful hope that is for the
faithless failure. Brothers and sisters, let’s read that last verse one more time, and let
us, together, hide that truth in our hearts. “If we are faithless, he remains faithful; for he
cannot deny himself”. Remember, the rewards are given to us not because we earned
them, but because Christ defeated death, rules over creation, and is sharing the
rewards of victory with us. His promises to you, Christian, are sealed, assured,
guaranteed because he cannot deny himself. Remember. Remember and rejoice. Let’s

pray.



