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Mark 16:9-20 Followers Go
Last week, we ended our study of Mark 16 with the resurrection. It is the end of what everyone
agrees actually makes up the book of Mark. Today, we come to Mark 16:9-20, where our Bibles
end the book of Mark, and we are confronted with a big problem. Bear with me for the first part
of this message this morning, because we have to deal with this problem, but its going to feel
very academic and not practical in any way to some of you. But stay with me, | will get to the
text itself. In the English Standard Version, the text here does what several English versions do
and puts a bracketed note at the beginning of verse 9 that says,

The Japanese Shin Kai YakuSeisho takes a different
approach and puts that note in a footnote. ( ) The English also has a
footnote and | will read it as we just read the Japanese footnote

You can’t
see these notes in most electronic versions only the paper version. This is one reason why |
would encourage you for at least some things have a paper version of the Bible available. Now
the Japanese Shin Kai YakuSeisho does something really interesting that | think only the New
American Standard Bible does in English and actually gives you two different options directly in
the text for the ending, not just verses 9-20. Here it is in Japanese tacked onto the end of verse
8. ( ). The English Standard Version also gives the same alternate ending,
but in the footnote. It reads,

Let me just start by
addressing that additional verse after verse 8 that ends with “amen” in the Japanese. It’s very
clear from the textual history that we can trace that that ending should be rejected as not
original. It was added at some point in history because ending at verse 8 feels odd or the scribe
copying knew there was another ending, but did not have the longer ending (verses 9-20) on
any manuscript they were copying. There is a lot more to that argument, but let’s move on to
the primary text, verses 9-20.

This text is much harder to determine whether it is original to Mark or not. Based on my study, |
will say that | hold very loosely to the understanding that Mark ends with Mark 16:8 with
frightened women as witnesses to the resurrection. There are a few reasons why that ending at
verse 8 makes sense, but to be honest, there are also literary and grammatical reasons why it
may not be the case. It ends in Greek with a sentence structure that is just gramatically wrong
to end with. It ends very abruptly, which seems odd. And it ends not focusing on the gospel
where it began. That being said, with the emphasis on this being Peter’s account of the gospel,
it makes sense that it wraps up with just the simple focus on his forgiveness, but not the drawn
out account of it from John. Mark regularly gives abrupt versions of events throughout the book,
so it shouldn’t surprise us that the book abruptly ends. He tells us what we need to know...Jesus
was recognized as God and proved it by rising. Everything else in 9-20 doesn’t add to that
primary fact. While ending at verse 8 makes sense, there is evidence that both sides point to in
making their case to include or exclude verses 9-20.

First there is the external evidence, outside of the language and facts of the book itself. While
the long ending of Mark is definitely quite ancient, in fact we have some evidence of it by 160-
170AD, the two oldest manuscripts in existence do not contain it, and many of the earliest
church fathers commenting on the text do not seem to know of its existence. This is significant
because out of the thousands of manuscripts of the Bible that exist in tiny pieces to full New
Testaments, there is miraculous and incredible agreement among the manuscripts. Now to be
fair, the vast number of manuscripts do include verses 9-20, but its hard to ignore the ancient
witnesses to the earliest manuscripts not having it. Those scholars who defend it believe that
the early New Testament texts that originated in the area of Alexandria influenced by Egypt did
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not have it, but there were others that disappeared to time that did have it and then it
reappeared but only in the Second century in the Byzantine area around Constantinople. But
there is not manuscript evidence showing that.

But in addition to the external evidence, there is a lot of internal evidence in the text of the book
of Mark itself that leads to a conclusion that verses 9-20 are likely not originally part of the
book. The first and most obvious issue is the lack of any clear connection between Verse 9 and
verse 8. Verse 8 ends focusing on the fear of the women. Verse 8 says, 8 And they went out
and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid. How does that ending lead into verse 9 which says, 9 [[Now
when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from
whom he had cast out seven demons. Mary Magdalene has just been a primary focus of all the
verses from the death of Christ through the resurrection, so why does it seem now that the
writer introduces her for the first time and suddenly gives us this fact of being formerly demon
possessed like she is someone we have never met before? Additionally, there are also
grammatical differences in verses 9-20 that separate it from the rest of Mark. It’s pretty
technical, but those who count words and look in detail at the uses of the Greek have noticed
that the primary conjunction or connecting word used in 9-20 is different than the word used
overwhelmingly everywhere else in Mark. Even the presence of what | will call the intermediate
ending that we discussed earlier and read out of the ESV and the Shin Kai Yaku, is evidence that
verses 9-20 are not original to the text since that intermediate ending would not exist if verses
9-20 appeared in all the early versions of Mark. That’s the external and internal evidence,
although there are thousands of pages and hours and hours of research examining all the
evidence. I'm persuaded by the evidence that it is not original to Mark, but now | will quickly tell
you, | think its good that it stays in our Bibles and | will end by actually preaching from the text
although | will support the primary message from other passages that are clearly in Scripture.

Here is why it is good that it is here. The fact that you can open your Bible and see a passage
that says, we know that there are problems with this text should actually grow your faith in
God’s Word. After all the archeological discoveries of the past 2000 years, we are certain that
Mark 1:1 - 16:8 are absolutely the Word of God as written down by the gospel writer Mark
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It is so rare that to see these uncertain passages that
there are only 4 in the New Testament. Here in Mark, John 7:53-8:11 with the woman caught in
adultery, Luke 22:43-44 where an angel appears to Jesus while on the cross and he sweats
drops of blood, and 1John 5:7-8 which inserts a Trinitarian statement into the text. The Bible
proves itself to be the perfect inerrant Word of God by how God has preserved it through the
ages. We have far fewer copies of Shakespeare’s plays written 1500 years after the Bible, even
with the use of the printing press to make copies than we have of the Bible. And the copies we
have of the Shakespeare plays that date to his time period of the 1550’s have more differences
in the texts than the Bible has in the thousands of copies of Biblical manuscripts available. So,
when we can point to the very few disputable passages, it means we have certainty of what the
Bible actually says. That means that we don’t have to guess about what God says to us, because
as 2Timothy 3:16-17 says, 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work. So, for every part of Mark that we have looked at until
today, we can say with certainty, to be a follower of Christ, you must obey what has been
revealed in this book. And what has been revealed is that Jesus is the Son of God who died on
the cross to be your Savior, and only by repenting of your sin and accepting him are you saved
from sin.

But to end our study in Mark, while | don’t think we can have the same certainty about the text,
we CAN KNOW that the message of this final passage is the message that Jesus left his
disciples with and leaves us with as well. I'll explain why as we wrap up Mark today. Let’s read



this passage as we close. °[[Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared
first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. ' She went and told those
who had been with him, as they mourned and wept. ' But when they heard that he was alive and
had been seen by her, they would not believe it. Let’s briefly stop here. Luke 8:2 actually tells us
Mary Magdalene had these demons cast out and we know that this happened exactly in this way
because Luke also tells us about it in Luke 24:10-11. "*Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna
and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the
apostles,'' but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. Let’s
keep reading at verse 12. '? After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as
they were walking into the country. ' And they went back and told the rest, but they did not
believe them. Let’s stop there again. We also know about this from the book of Luke. Luke
24:13 and15 says, That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself
drew near and went with them. Then we continue with verse 14. " Afterward he appeared to the
eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief

and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen.
This verse isn’t quite as clear in Luke, but very close to what we read in Luke 24:36-39. 36 As
they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace
to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said
to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and
my feet, that it is | myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you
see that | have.” So nothing that is added to Mark goes against other parts of what we know
with certainty to be Scripture. And while all of these other details are important to prove Jesus
rose from the dead, what | want to focus on is verses 15-18. > And he said to them, “Go into all
the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. '® Whoever believes and is baptized will
be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany
those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; ®they
will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt

them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” This is included to add the
Great Commission to the book of Mark. There is a sense, though, that this is a very odd version
of the Great Commission, so | want to just focus on the core of verses 15-16. But if you look at
verses 17-18 in light of the book of Acts, they start to make sense. Because in Acts we see the
miraculous sign gifts of tongues and healings take place. We see the Apostles lay hands on sick
people and they recover. We don’t have a specific example of drinking poison, but we see Paul
get bitten by a deadly snake and live. So this is just summarizing what we see in Acts. Now just
like with the book of Acts, people have created unBiblical teaching from these supernatural
elements in these verses. There are even a very few churches in the Appalachian mountain areas
of the United States where they practice snake handling because of these verses. But that is not
at all what this passage is teaching, and it is another reason to not take doctrine especially from
only one line of Scripture, especially if that Scripture is doubtful that it is even in the text. The
real truth in Scripture is repeated over and over through many passages and even periods of
history.

| don’t have time to support this statement, so | will just say it, and if any of you want to talk to
me about it later, | am happy to discuss it. The sign gifts listed here and given in the book of
Acts were given to support the gospel message being proclaimed until the local church could be
formed and be the ongoing demonstration to that society of the truth of the gospel. They were
connected with the primary command given to all of us and therefore to our local churches
where we gather, the Great Commission of verse 15. “Go into all the world and proclaim the
gospel to the whole creation. We also see this command in Matthew 28:19-20, 19 Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am
with you always, to the end of the age.” This is a command given to the entire Body of Christ,



not just pastors, not just missionaries, but to each of us who are followers of Christ. And while |
think Mark’s focus was primarily what it means to be a follower of Christ, this command is the
natural and expected outcome of being a follower of Christ. If you are saved, if you know Jesus
Christ as your Lord and Savior and you are not proclaiming the gospel with whatever
opportunities God has given you, then you are in disobedience to God’s Word. Verse 16 actually
gives us the content of that gospel that | hope you hear every week in this pulpit and that we
are supposed to be sharing with others, '®Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved,

but whoever does not believe will be condemned. You must believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior
to be saved and you testify to your salvation by being Scripturally baptized. If you just say, |
believe, but you refuse to be baptized, which also ties you to the local church when properly
understood, then | would say the Bible does not give us any assurance of your salvation. And for
those who do not believe, who are not saved, you face condemnation, punishment in hell for
eternity.

Verses 19-20 end this passage and for centuries now this book by saying, '°So then the Lord
Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of
God.” And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and
confirmed the message by accompanying signs.]] Once again, nothing said here contradicts
scripture. In fact, we know that Jesus did ascend to Heaven and is interceding for us to God the
Father. Romans 8:34 says, Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than
that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. And we
know from the book of Acts that verse 20 describes exactly what happens after Jesus returns
to Heaven. But verse 20 is more than just a description of what happened in the past, it is a
picture of what can happen in the present. When the church of Christ takes seriously the
mission of God to proclaim the gospel to all the world, God will be at work in the proclamation
going forth. You don’t go into your homes to your unsaved family alone. You don’t go into your
workplace surrounded by unsaved co-workers alone. You don’t go into your neighborhood of
unsaved people alone. Body of Christ at YIBC, we don’t go into the world around us in Nakaodai,
Takinoue, Yamate, Negishi, Nakaku, Yokohama alone. We go with the power and presence of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who promised in Matthew 28:20, And behold, | am with you always, to the
end of the age. As followers of Christ, let’s go be on mission for Christ, this week! Let’s pray.



