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Mark 15:40-16:8 The resurrection brings forgiveness

Today is Easter. It is a day for celebration! But the Gospel of Mark has a very abrupt
and in a way less celebratory account of the resurrection. But what it says in a few
words resonates into eternity with significance for us today. Because what comes in the
resurrection is necessary for each follower of Christ to hold onto and find hope in and
for each human to look at and ask why it is so significant. But before we get into the
resurrection, let’s set the stage for where we are at. Last week we ended our study with
Christ’s death. After hours of silent suffering, Jesus cried out in verse 34 of Mark 15,
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” and then we read in verse 37, And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last.
The primary source of his suffering was the sin that he was taking on himself. You and |
by reason of being born as humans are sinners who are born in rebellion to our creator.
The Bible describes all of us by saying in Romans 3:23, for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God. This is why Jesus was hanging on the cross. 1Peter 2:24 clearly
states, He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. But the gospel is not just, you
are a sinner and Jesus died for you. It is you are a sinner and Jesus died...AND ROSE
AGAIN... for you. So the Apostle Paul writes in 1Corinthians 15:3-4, 3 For | delivered to
you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures... So, the resurrection is part of the gospel! And
for that reason, every gospel writer includes the fact of the resurrection in their gospel,
and Mark is no different.

And what is unique about each account of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the way
that women feature so prominently as witnesses to the resurrection. And with Mark that
is even more so. This is what we see when we begin our passage today Mark 15:40-
16:8. Let’s begin reading what happens right after Jesus’s death starting in verse 40.
®There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses,

and Salome. * When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and
there were also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. The point of
this passage is the death and more so the resurrection as we near the end of the book,
so why this specific mention of the women who had followed him the entire time? There
are two clear reasons why this is true. One, women were not respected in society. Now
this probably seems a strange reason to highlight them then, but one of the goals of the
gospels and the New Testament is to prove to readers the truth of the gospel that
includes the fact of Jesus’s resurrection. One of the ways to do that is to provide
competent witnesses to the fact of the resurrection. If this story of Jesus’s resurrection
was just a human fiction made up to mislead people, you would choose to include in the
story the most believable witnesses of all. Rather than fisherman as disciples, you would
have the religious and political members of society. And you would definitely have men
being the first witnesses to that resurrection. But the story of the resurrection is one of
truth, not one simply made up and shaped to convince. So one of the most convincing
elements of the resurrection is that God made the first withesses women who did not
even have standing in society to testify in a trial. Socially, women were of such low
status their witness was not accepted in court, but these women who had followed
Jesus most of his ministry now watched their Savior die and will be the first to know his
resurrection. And there is one other fact that becomes clear through Jesus’s



ministry...he raised the level of the women around him. Even now in some ways, women
are put at a lower level than men in our society. But Christian man, to be a follower of
Jesus, you don’t treat your wife, or other women as lower or less than, you honor them
as Jesus did among his followers. To put it like Scripture does in Ephesians 5:25,
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her...
Jesus has just died for his church, sacrificed everything, out of love for these ladies and
everyone who puts their faith in him. That is how husbands are called to treat wives.

But there is a second reason for this extended focus on these ladies. In order to have
them witness the resurrection, it has to be clear that they knew Jesus well and would
have recognized him beyond any shadow of doubt. By setting up the event with the
fact that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary had followed Jesus all through the events
of the crucifixion and his ministry in Galilee and had personally taken care of him, we
know that they can definitely recognize him without a doubt. So when they see him die,
and then we are told they see him risen, there is no doubt this testimony would be true
because they know him so well. It is unlikely that someone who knew Jesus this well
would ever be fooled into thinking someone else was pretending to be Jesus. And they
also had to see him actually die. There were plenty of people who were putting out
rumors even right after Jesus’s resurrection that Jesus perhaps did not really die, but
fainted. So, he didn’t actually rise from the dead. This is really an impossibility in Roman
crucifixion, but if there is any doubt, Mark makes sure that the first witnesses to the
resurrection have clearly seen him die. But in the events that come next we will see the
next part of what they see that is crucial to them being witnesses to the resurrection.

Let’s read verse 42-47. * And when evening had come, since it was the day of
Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath,* Joseph of Arimathea, a respected
member of the council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took
courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. * Pilate was surprised to
hear that he should have already died.” And summoning the centurion, he asked him
whether he was already dead.” And when he learned from the centurion that he was
dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. “ And Joseph™ bought a linen shroud, and taking
him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out
of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. “ Mary Magdalene
and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. Mark gives us now the details of
how Jesus gets from the cross to the grave. And the man involved is surprising. Joseph
of Arimathea was a part of the Sanhedrin that called for Jesus’s death. What is clear
from the events is that it is likely not all 70 members of the Sanhedrin were actually
present at his first trial late at night at the High Priest’s house, and at least one was
against the actions of the council. Joseph seeems to have been a Godly man who really
wanted to follow God, and may have been a secret believer in Christ. At the very least
he respected him. So, Pilate gave him the body. But Pilate is surprised that Jesus is
dead so soon, so he checks first with the centurion in charge, who has supervised the
crucifixion and as we saw last week has actually believed in Jesus and become the first
true believer in Jesus as God the Son. Now, as most of you probably understand, this
tomb is inside rock and would have been impossible in human terms to leave once the
stone was placed in front. It was extremely heavy and we find out in the gospel
according to Matthew that Pilate even put Roman guards in front of it, so the body
would not be stolen away. But then verse 47 tells us the most important fact about this
burial to the events here in Mark. Those same two ladies, Mary Magdalene and Mary the
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mother of Joses saw where he was laid. Every step of the way in Jesus’s ministry and
death, these ladies have been there to see and know and follow Jesus. And we see them
now have the greatest reward of following Jesus by becoming the first witnesses to His
resurrection.

So, we now turn towards the day of resurrection itself in chapter 16, verses 1-8.

16 "When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. ®* And they were saying
to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?”

* And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. ° And
entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white
robe, and they were alarmed. ® And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they
laid him. "But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There
you will see him, just as he told you.” ® And they went out and fled from the tomb, for
trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid. Now we see these two ladies again, as Mary and Mary come to what they
think is a body in a tomb in order to add burial spices to the wrappings to keep the smell
of death away and honor their Lord. And they have the natural concerns of this large
stone that is covering the front of the tomb, and that is where their focus is. There is no
thought that their friend they saw die would not be in the tomb. But then they arrive at
the tomb and receive a message from what we know from other gospels is an angel, and
that message is the greatest message in the world in verse 6! “Do not be alarmed. You
seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. These ladies are
first hand witnesses that Jesus had indeed died. They knew him well because they had
spent time with him and his disciples in Galilee and all the way through the events in
Jerusalem the last week of his life. They fully believed that Jesus was dead, but they
also believed that he was their Messiah, their Savior. Mark doesn’t give us nearly as
many details about the resurrection and the events of the resurrection after it happens
as what the rest of the gospel writers do. But he gives us through these ladies exactly
what we need to know. Mark began his gospel by telling us in Mark 1:1 that he was
sharing with us, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Over the
course of the book he has shown that Jesus is the Christ...he is the Messiah, prophesied
in the Old Testament to come save God’s people. Now the people he came to did not
always recognize how he would save them, and would have preferred a political rather
than a spiritual Savior, sent to die for their sins, but Jesus never hid that truth from his
followers which these ladies were. And then through how he died, as he took the sin of
the world on himself, finally the Centurion recognized the other part of Mark’s goal that
Jesus was indeed God in the flesh, the Son of God. As he dies, we finally see the
declaration in Mark 15:39, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” The only thing that
remains is to prove his deity, the fact that he is God the Son by not staying dead. And
so Mark gives us with very small detail, but clear trustworthy witnesses, in these two
ladies, the fact that Jesus did not stay dead, but rose from the dead. This is the
lynchpin...its the most important aspect of proving and declaring the truth of the gospel
- that Jesus is who he claims to be and can do what the Bible declares that he did by
taking our sin on himself. Romans 1:3-4 tells us that his resurrection declared him to be
God... 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4



and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord...

But there is one little fact given in Mark’s account of the resurrection that is extremely
pertinent to this particular gospel and to the resurrection of Jesus. It is in the
instructions given to the ladies by the angel in verse 7. He tells them, "But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as
he told you.” Remember that the book of Mark is Peter’s account of who Jesus is and
how he became a follower of Jesus Christ. Peter is the one who the first Christians who
read this gospel would recognize as the one of the greatest Apostles of the early
church. But the last time we saw Peter, he had denied he even knew Jesus. Mark 14:72
is where we see him, and it tells us, 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second
time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows
twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. Peter was a failed
follower. He wasn’t Judas, but it would not have surprised anyone if we never again read
about him in the Bible. Instead, as we read in the book of Acts, we see that Peter along
with the Apostle Paul who is saved after Jesus’s return to Heaven become the two
primary apostles to begin and spread the gospel and thus the church throughout the
known world. It only happens because a risen Lord Jesus Christ sent a message
specifically to Peter to meet him. And at that meeting as we read in the book of John,
there is a complete restoration of the relationship and clear forgiveness for his failure.
This is the message of the gospel in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ - that
there is forgiveness for each of found in him alone. Peter had sinned against Jesus,
against God himself, but Jesus took that sin on himself when he died on the cross and
with every mark of the whip, and every hammer of the nails, he bore the wrath of God
against Peter’s sin. So, he could now call out to Peter with forgiveness. He has done this
for each follower of Christ. For each person who recognizes and repents of their sin and
accepts Jesus as Lord and Savior, he offers the same forgiveness, the same restoration
to relationship with God that Peter experienced. And these ladies who essentially end
this book with fear at hearing this incredible message, do meet Jesus personally and tell
his disciples that Jesus is alive, and the rest as they say is history. This church and the
church around the world is a witness to the testimony of these ladies and of a man
named Peter who testified for the rest of their lives about this man, this God/Man Jesus
Christ, who rose from dead so we could be free from sin and know the hope of eternal
life. | began by saying that the resurrection is what gives each follower of Christ a hope
to hold onto and for each human born on this earth, a need to ask to why this is
significant. For each human on earth this is significant, because while there are many
who claimed to be a Savior, all but 1 are lying in graves. And Jesus’s life, death and
resurrection changed the lives of all who became his followers. Peter was a fisherman
who became a follower who failed and was forgiven. And you are a failure, a sinner, just
like he was, but you too can be forgiven. And Christian when you fail remember you’re
still a follower, you’re still forgiven because Jesus Christ died and rose again. Let’s pray



