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Mark 15:33-39 Jesus’s death

Today begins holy week, when we remember the death of Christ and celebrate a week
from now, his resurrection. For the past 5 months, starting with Mark 11, we have been
walking through the events of this week. Today, we come to the event that all of the
book of Mark has been building towards. Its not that the resurrection is unimportant...it
is extremely important. It is what sets Christianity apart from all the other man made
religions in this world. But the death of Christ that we see in our passage today in Mark
15:33-39 is what every sacrifice and most of the prophecies of the Old Testament and
all the events of Jesus’s life have been pointing to and leading us towards. John Stott in
his great book, 7he Cross of Christ wrote of Jesus, “it was by his death that he wished
above all else to be remembered. There is then, it is safe to say, no Christianity without
the cross. If the cross is not central to our religion, ours is not the religion of Jesus.” So
today, we turn our attention to the central facet of our faith, the death on the cross of
our Savior Jesus Christ. Let’s read the account of his death here in Mark from Mark
15:33-39 * And when the sixth hour™ had come, there was darkness over the whole
land until the ninth hour.” And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi,
Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken

me?” * And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” ** And
someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to
drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” ¥ And

Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. ** And the curtain of the temple was torn
in two, from top to bottom. * And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in
this way he'™ breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son" of God!”

Remember from last week, Jesus was crucified at the third hour, 9AM. He has now hung
on the cross for 3 hours pushing himself up for breath on torn and bleeding flesh, his
hands and feet nailed to the wooden beams of the cross. When suddenly at noon, the
bright mid-day sun goes out. There is no possibility that this was an eclipse. Scientists
are certain there would not have been an eclipse at that time. Some have tried to say a
dust storm covered the sun, but that seems unlikely during the wet spring season that
would have been happening during this time. No, this was a supernatural, God caused
darkness that plunged the world, at least around Jesus, into darkness. The darkness
was prophecied in the Old Testament as a warning to let us know that God was present
and had come to judge. In Amos 8:9 speaking about God’s judgement we read, “And on
that day,” declares the Lord God, “I will make the sun go down at noon and darken the
earth in broad daylight. For three hours, God was giving a sign of his judgement to the
world, but as we will see most rejected that sign. But exactly whose judgement was it
that was being signaled? This will be become clearer as we get to the next part of this
passage. But God was judging mankind’s sin, which had been imputed or put into Jesus
Christ. Let’s look briefly at two verses that show this important truth. 2Corinthians 5:21
says, For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God. And 1Peter 2:24 says, He himself bore our sins in his
body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed. Rather than judging the ones who truly deserved his judgement, God
poured out his judgement, his wrath, against his own Son, Jesus; and it was judgement
that all of us deserved. The darkness signaled to the world that this was happening.

But it is in the one statement that Jesus makes from the cross just before he dies that
really shows us that he was experiencing God’s wrath against sin. Verse 34 says, And at
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the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which

means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” The statement Eloi Eloi Lema
Sabachthani is the original aramaic which Jesus would have spoken, and then Mark
provides a Greek translation for his Gentile readers who did not know Aramaic. Why
these words, why this clearly painful cry of grief? All through the physical torture and
suffering, there is no sound from Jesus of anger or suffering, but now as he hangs on
the cross with his dying breath, he laments one thing - separation in some way from
God. Now we have to examine this closely, because there have been some very
unbiblical points made about this statement. Many have said that at this point, Jesus
cries out because God the Father has separated himself from God the Son because he is
bearing our sin and God cannot look upon sin. There is a hint of the truth in there, but at
its core it is wrong. The Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
cannot be separated, because they are ONE God, not three gods. So what is happening
at this point?

We have to go back to the truth we saw in the Garden of Gethsemane, that Jesus is
uniquely both fully human and fully God. While God can never be separated from himself,
Jesus as a human can experience the separation that comes from sin. At the point of his
death, Jesus is in a unique relationship with God in two very different ways, at the same
time. As the God the Son, he knew that God the Father delighted in him and was
glorifying himself through him by making a way to salvation through this sacrifice. But as
our human mediator, taking our sins onto himself, he also knew and fully experienced
God’s wrath against our sin, including the separation that humanity experiences from
our creator because of that sin. Jesus Christ, God the son saw clearly that he was
obedient to the shared will of the One God and fully and completely loved by the Father
and pleasing him in a way that had not happened previously and can never happen
again, by his own death. Yet, at the very same time, he could experience fully the anger
of a Holy God against the sin of humanity placed on him. Jesus has taken upon himself
all the sin, and shame and guilt that comes with our sin, and experiencing all of God’s
wrath, cries out, “My God My God why have you forsaken me?” But even in those words
spoken by the Son of God we see that even while bearing our sin, the man Jesus still
knows his God - My God, My God... The relationship is still there. And in fact this is a
quote that comes from Psalm 22:1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why
are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? Psalm 22 is a prophecy
of the crucifixion, but just like other Old Testament quotes, we should look at the entire
context of that Psalm. And while the first part of Psalm 22 is clearly focusing on
Sacrifice, the Psalm ends with the hope of resurrection. Psalm 22:21 says, Save me
from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen! So,
even in these final words of separation and pain, there is a glimmer of the hope that lies
ahead three days later! We read these words today and see immediately the
significance of them, even if we don’t always fully understand them, but the people
watching, or most of them completely missed the point of Jesus’s death and these
words he spoke. In fact they thought he was crying out for Elijah. There was a
Jewish superstition that because Elijah was taken up into heaven without suffering
death that he would return occasionally to protect the righteous and rescue them.
So, in their minds, Jesus was simply acting on Jewish superstitions rather than
fulfilling his life’s purpose described in Mark 10:45, 45 For even the Son of Man
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”



The death of Christ is central to our faith, and at his death, we are told about two
key events that happened when he died that demonstrate why that is so. Both of
these events are related to the effects that his death had on all of history, past
present and future. The first event we see is in verse 38, And the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now, why was this significant. On the
screen, you can see a picture of the temple.

There were two veils in the temple. One before the court of Israel where Jewish men
could enter and worship and the second on past that covered the Holy of Holies
where the presence of God himself dwelled in the Ark of the Covenant. By this time,
the ark of the covenant had been lost to history, but the veil and annual sacrifice of
atonement called Yom Kippor remained. The day of atonement or Yom Kippor was
the one day each year when the high priest alone could enter the holy of holies and
offer a sacrifice on behalf of the people of Israel to atone for their sins before God
as a nation. Only the high priest could do this, and only on that day. This was such a
significant event that God had warned in the Old Testament that the high priest
would die if he entered the holy of holies in any way impure. So, the presence of God
was in a very real sense limited to this one man once a year. But then Jesus’s death
happened, and this veil was torn like a piece of paper. Understand how difficult that
was. This veil would have been impossible for a human to rip apart. It was 60 feet or
18.3 meters high and 30 feet or 9 meters wide. It was 4 inches thick, with many
layers of woven material. It would have been difficult to rip from bottom to top and
would have required some sort of cutting tool, but ripping it apart from top to
bottom would have been impossible. Once again, we have a supernatural act
happening just like the darkness to send us a message. And what was that message
that God was sending? When Jesus died on the cross, his death made God’s
presence accessible to anyone. No longer was it limited to a human priest on a
limited basis offering a sacrifice that did not and could not tear open that curtain
representing the divide between God and man. It took Jesus’s sacrifice of atonement
on the cross that made it possible for all who believe in him to come to God. No
human high priest could do what Jesus accomplished by his death.

But there was a second significant event that took place upon Jesus’s death. Verse
39 says, * And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way

he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” Remember | said the
people watching completely missed the point of the crucifixion when they thought
Jesus was crying for Elijah? There was one person watching that cross that day, in
fact the person likely organizing the event, who saw the true purpose of Christ’s
coming. It was an unexpected person, the Centurion in charge of the soldiers
responsible for crucifying Jesus. In this confession, we see the purpose of the gospel
of Mark fulfilled. Back in 2023 when we began to work our way through Mark, we
began with Mark 1:1 which begins, The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God. Mark’s entire goal under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit was to have
people see Jesus as the Son of God. And all through the gospel of Mark no other
human fully sees and declares that Jesus is the Son of God. The only time Jesus is
recognized as the Son of God, as the Second person of the Trinity in Mark up to this
point is by demons. Mark 3:11 says, And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they
fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” Satan knew who Jesus
was and thought he had defeated God’s plan for salvation by having him killed. But
although Satan may have known Jesus’s identity as God, he could not foresee that in



his death Scripture was fulfilled. The one who God had promised Satan in Genesis
3:15 that “he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel...” had dealt a
deathblow to Satan’s power by his death on the cross and would declare complete
and total victory by rising from the dead. Rather than defeat, Jesus completed his
mission to save humans who believe in him as God’s Son and accept him as their savior.
And the first to recognize his identity was not a disciple, was not even Jewish. He was a
gentile, Roman military leader, who saw in Jesus’s death, the true nature of Jesus and
became the first human to believe and accept him as the Son of God. Even Peter’s
declaration of Jesus as the Christ in Mark 8, recognized him as the Messiah, but not
God. Now, in his death, the reason he can be our Savior is made clear. He is the Son of
God. Unlike the bystanders and passers by who mocked Jesus, this centurion stood
facing him. He was willing to look directly at this crucified man and ask himself why he
died. And the only reason he could find that someone would willingly go to the cross
without a fight, would clearly be in emotional pain, but declaring a relationship with the
God of Heaven in his painful cry, is that this man was more than a man, he was the Son
of God.

The cross is where God meets humanity and we are reunited with him based on our
response to Jesus on that cross. This confession of faith on the part of the
centurion was not based on his existing knowledge, because he likely had never met
Jesus before. It was not based on his nearness to Jesus like the disciples had
experienced or the Jews who had the Old Testament. It was not based on privilege.
Those who society privileged based on their position like the religious leaders and
Pilate had rejected Jesus. Instead his confession of Christ is an act of faith given by
God himself in the act of atonement for his sin happening on the cross. Many others
saw and walked on, but God allowed this man to have his eyes opened to what was
happening on the cross as Jesus was taking our sin on himself and making it possible
for the barrier of sin to be broken down between us and our Creator. And he
recognized that only God could do this. In this declaration of his belief in who Jesus
was and why he died, we also come to understand what our response should be to
Jesus’s death. It should be the same as that of the centurian - faith. Faith in Jesus
Christ, that he was who he declared himself to be - God, and that he willingly died for
your sins and took the punishment for your sin. But real faith in Jesus always results in a
changed life. As the great British missionary, CT Studd once said, if Jesus Christ be God
and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for him. This is why
CT Studd could also write in poetry Only one life 'twill soon be past. Only what's done
for Christ will last. This sacrifice and our response to it is what we are reminded of
every time we participate in the Lord’s Supper. If you know Jesus Christ, and have
accepted him as your Lord and Savior and been obedient to him by being baptized, then
| invite you to join in this meal. If this does not describe you then | would ask you to not
participate. For parents, the best way to teach your children the importance of this meal
is to not let them participate if they are not ready. After | pray the Deacons will serve
the bread and the cup from the four corners of the sanctuary and we will eat together
and drink together. Let’s pray.



