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Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:14 Living a Meaningful Life

Today, we celebrate and honor those in our church or extended church family who are
graduating from some level of education. We are in a sense honoring this process of
aging and growth that takes place and is necessary in all of our lives. So, | wanted to
take this opportunity to speak especially to young people today, but as | speak to young
people, | promise those of us who are older than young will benefit from God’s Word as
well. Today, | want to go to a book that we don’t often look at, the book of Ecclesiastes.
And | want to look at the last two chapters of this book from Ecclesiastes 11:7 to the
end of the book, 12:14. I’'m not going to look at all the themes in the book of
Ecclesiastes today, but one of the points that the author Solomon under the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit makes throughout the book is that life is short and the fact of death
makes our actions on their own apart from some greater purpose, meaningless. I’'m sure
some of you are thinking, “wow, what an inspirational thought as | think about
highschool or college or even a career!” And that would be a horrible reality apart from
the purpose and meaning that comes when we rightly order our lives and center them
around Jesus. That is what we see throughout this passage from Ecclesiastes, that while
life is shown to be meaningless lived just for yourself and the present, it gains eternal
purpose when lived for God.

Now most of us want to enjoy our life. Too often, we paint a picture of the Christian life
that is misery and suffering and only after death can we be truly joyful and experience
happiness in Heaven. And while it is true that we are told that to be a Christian will bring
suffering and persecution to an extent, we are also given a picture that life is meant to
be lived with joy. That is the picture that the author of Ecclesiastes paints for us as we
are encouraged to live a meaningful life by Enjoying Life God’s Way. We see this in
verses 7-10 of Ecclesiastes 11. " Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the
sun.

®So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember that
the days of darkness will be many. All that comes is vanity.

®Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your
youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. But know that for all
these things God will bring you into judgment. '° Remove vexation from your heart,

and put away pain from your body, for youth and the dawn of life are vanity. This
passage of scripture is not painting an ugly picture of life on this earth. Instead it paints
of picture of life that should be enjoyed. It is as if every day of our lives is this bright
beautiful sunny day that God has given us for our enjoyment. So, rather than just
existing our way through life, always depressed that life isn’t what you want it to be, we
are to come into each day and “rejoice in them all.” Of course this isn’t some sort sort of
overly optimistic view of the world that refuses to see that grief and pain are real. Verse
8 points out that of course while seeing the good in our lives and rejoicing in those days,
“the days of darkness will be many” in our lives. But those difficult times should not
destroy the joy we find in the life that God has created for us. So, how do we do that?
How do you as a young person find joy in your current circumstances, as you are
navigating the pressures of school, the relationship with your parents, the relationships
with friends and changes that are happening in your body and your mind as you grow?
This first part of today’s passage gives us two answers to how to enjoy life God’s way.

The first answer is to live contented in the moment. Verse 9 spells this out for us.
®Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your
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youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. There are too many
young people, maybe some of you, that are just living for the next stage of your life. You
are not rejoicing in your youth and finding delight and joy in this stage of your life. You
are always focusing anywhere but today. When | get into the highschool of my choice or
the college of my choice or | get out from under my parents rules or | can start earning
money, that’s when | can really enjoy life. When | can date, or get married or drive,
that’s when | can begin to really live. But God’s Word paints a different picture.
Everyday of your life and especially while you are young should be spent pursuing your
dreams, “the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes.” But while you do that, you
should not miss out on each day that God has given you as a gift. But in addition to that
joy you should seek to find in each day, there is a limitation or a guideline that God gives
in this passage to pursuing that dream and passion. Notice the end of verse 9 But know
that for all these things God will bring you into judgment. The choices you make, the
desires and passions that you go after in your life should all be done with the eternal in
mind. You are a created being, and not just by your mom and dad. God created you and
therefore will be your judge of how you lived your life. So stop just thinking about the
future and be content with who you are before God today and where he has you. And
while you are doing that make choices for your future with the eternal consequences
before your creator in mind.

If you are going to do this, enjoy life God’s way, then the second part of this answer is
that you must live free from sin. Verse 10 begins, '° Remove vexation from your heart,
and put away pain from your body... The word for pain in verse 10 is actually the word
for evil or sin in Hebrew, so in context the verse is telling us to get rid of sin in our lives.
All of us have one major problem that keeps us from actually living contented, that
keeps us from enjoying life that God puts before us, and that is sin. God will judge us
based on our choices, but naturally our choices are based on sin from birth because of
original sin, but also because our choice to sin. Romans 3:10-11 tells us this clearly, 10
as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks
for God. So, we need to fight against sin in our lives, but that is challenging since all of
us have sin. Sin is what causes our anxiety at the shortness of our life and the
inevitibility of death in the first place. And getting this focus wrong in our lives can have
eternal consequences. If you and | don’t see the sin in our lives and seek to live in God’s
way rather than the world’s way, in other words live by God’s Word instead of for our
own desires, then all the teaching that you receive at church and hopefully at home from
your parents means nothing because your life spent living in that way is “vanity” as
verse 10 ends. This is why Paul warns the young man Timothy against living in this way
in 1Timothy 1:18-19. This charge | entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance
with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good
warfare, '* holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made
shipwreck of their faith... Children, teenagers, young adults, | do not want to see you
make shipwreck of the faith you have been taught because you grow up and live for
yourself, live for sin, live seeking your desires with no view of the eternal in mind.

So to find a meaningful life, we need to enjoy life God’s way, free from sin and living in
light of eternity. But sin makes that impossible. The solution to that sin, though, is that
finding a meaningful life will mean turning to God while you are young. Look at chapter
12, verses 1-8. 12 Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the
evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in



them”;?before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the

clouds return after the rain,’in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and the
strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those who look
through the windows are dimmed, *and the doors on the street are shut—when the
sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the
daughters of song are brought low— °they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors
are in the way; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along,” and
desire fails, because man is going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the
streets— °before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher
is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, ‘and the dust returns to
the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. ®Vanity of vanities,

says the Preacher; all is vanity. He gives one command here that ties back to how we
enjoy life God’s way at the end of chapter 11. It is one thing. Remember also your
Creator in the days of your youth... That’s the solution to sin, we turn back to God our
Creator. We submit ourselves to his will and purpose in our lives. And the only way we
can do that is through repentance of our sin and faith in Jesus Christ. That’s why Jesus
can say in John 14:6, 6 Jesus said to him, “| am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. But the strongest point that Solomon is
trying to make here is this. Don’t wait to turn to God later in life. John Piper has very
succinctly put it in a book, “Don’t waste your life.” If you are here today listening to this
message, you have been given the greatest gift your parents could ever give you -
hearing the gospel message while you are young. You are being given the opportunity to
respond to God now while you are young, to avoid some of the sin that can cause lasting
heartache and damage in the future. From the second half of verse 1 where we read,
before the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, “| have no
pleasure in them”... to the end of verse 7 where we read, the spirit returns to God who
gave it... we are reading a picture of the aging process. We see fading eyesight as what
you see gets darker and cloudy in verse 2. We see the weakness of nerves and muscles
as we age and we tremble in our movements or we are stooped over with age or our
teeth even fall out as verse 3 says. Our hearing gets worse and where we used to hear
everything, its now like doors are closed between us and what we want to listen to in
verse 4. But then as it also points out, we don’t rest as well and even a sound like a bird
wakes us up. Verse 5 talks about fears growing as our ability to understand certain
things gets less, and sexual desire and ability decreases. And finally, one day everything
will end, the bowl will break the cord will snap, the pitcher will shatter, the wheel will
break and life will end. The spirit [will return] to [the] God who [created] it. And the
point is this — don’t wait! God gave you strength and youth for a reason...to find joy in
serving him with this gift of youth that you have been given. Don’t wait until you are out
of high school, or out of college, or married, or have kids, or are retired to know God
through Jesus Christ and bring glory to him as your Creator. Now, is the time! You can
choose to spend your life focusing on money, or education or creating a family, and all
of those have their place, but to do any of those things apart from seeking God first
makes it all meaningless - a vanity as Solomon, the Preacher, says.

A meaningful life of joy is possible, but it will only come as you seek God as early as you
come to recognize him as your Creator and seek to know him through Jesus Christ. But
once you know him, how do continue to seek to know God as a young person and then
for all of us, throughout your life? We find that meaningful life by turning to the right
source for meaning - the truth of God’s Word. Look with me at these last few verses
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of Ecclesiastes 12: 9-14. ° Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people
knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great care. '° The
Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth. 'The
words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings;
they are given by one Shepherd. '*My son, beware of anything beyond these. Of

making many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh. " The
end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is
the whole duty of man.” ' For God will bring every deed into judgment, with® every
secret thing, whether good or evil. There are some personal details here about the
author of Ecclesiastes, the Preacher, which we understand is King Solomon. We know
that he also wrote the book of Proverbs. And what he seems to be saying is that real
wisdom, absolute truth, is only found in what comes from Israel’s Shepherd, in other
words, God himself. So there are a lot of sources of wisdom and direction in this world.
As he says here in verse 12, Of making many books there is no end, and much study is a
weariness of the flesh. Those things can be good and in some way necessary as you get
your education. But none of the truth or ideas presented in those books or those other
sources will get you to God, and sometimes the lack of truth in them will lead you away
from God. God wrote one book - right here! The Bible. The way that we know our
Creator, the way that we know how he wants us to live our lives so that we find joy
today, the way that we know even how to be in a relationship with him is only found in
one place, the Word of God. When everything else has been said not just in this passage
but in this entire book that explores how to make a meaningful life in the face of certain
death, we read these words in verse 13. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this
is the whole duty of man."” " For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every
secret things, whether good or evil. We know God’s commandments and what God
expects through his Word. And his Word tells us that there is one greater than Solomon,
the Preacher. There is one in whom the greatest wisdom is found and the only path to
true knowledge of God, and that is Jesus Christ. So child, teenager, young adult and
adults in here today at whatever stage of life you find yourself at, it is never too late or
too early to 12 Remember your Creator in the days of your youth. You remember him,
you draw near to him through Jesus Christ the one who we will stand before one day
and give account to as king and Lord of this world. He died for you, so you could know
your Creator. Do you know Jesus? Is he your Lord and your Savior? Don’t wait, because
you never know how long this life on earth will be, and there is no eternal meaning to it
apart from knowing Him. Let’s pray.
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