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Mark 14:27-42 Commitment in the face of failure

Today we continue to walk with Jesus through the final day of his life before the cross.
He has just finished his last supper meal with his disciples where he pointed out his
betrayer. And then he pointed their attention to his sacrifice he would make on their
behalf as he instituted the Lord’s Supper. As we come to today’s passage in Mark
14:27-42, the disciples thoughts are likely still on the one who will betray Jesus. We
know from the Gospel according to John is that Judas had actually left the Supper
before Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, and it seems likely that the disciples may
have realized that he was going to do something but they didn’t know what. But all their
minds are on the possibility of betrayal. Now, Jesus says something that will shake all of
them to their core, because they see themselves as fully committed disciples of Jesus.
But Jesus will tells them that their commitment falls short. Let’s begin reading at verse
27 where Jesus warns his disciples of the weakness of their commitment.  And Jesus
said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the
sheep will be scattered.” ?® But after | am raised up, | will go before you to

Galilee.” * Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, | will not.” * And Jesus said
to him, “Truly, | tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me
three times.” 31But he said emphatically, “If | must die with you, | will not deny you.”
And they all said the same.

In 1Corinthians 10:12, the Apostle Paul warns the church that, “Therefore let anyone
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.” And the disciples essentially find
themselves in the same position as the people that Paul is warning. They cannot believe
what they are hearing from Jesus, that they would not follow him no matter where his
leading took them. Now, Jesus is not saying here that they would fall away from their
faith in him or that they would commit willful sinful rebellion against his leadership and
authority which is what Judas would do. No, what he is talking about is a sinful lapse or
stumble in their faith, not rebellion. This is where most of us are the most guilty of
sinning. We are not committing acts of outright rebellion against God, although we
certainly do those things as well. But most of our sins are sins of weakness and failures
in courage. We do not plan on sinning, but we also fail to stand firm when we should,
and we end up sinning. But notice that even though Jesus knows the disciples will fall
away as will we at times, Jesus makes clear that he will not forsake them in their failure.
Notice how Jesus frames this. He quotes from Zechariah 13:7 which says, Awake, O
sword, against my shepherd, against the man who stands next to me,” declares the Lord
of hosts. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered; | will turn my hand
against the little ones.” It’s important to see the full context of the phrase in this verse,
because when Jesus quotes it, he changes it to, ‘| will strike the shepherd, and the
sheep will be scattered. Notice that Jesus changes the command Strike to | will strike.
This makes sense in the context where it is God, the Lord of Hosts saying that the
shepherd is his own shepherd and yet, it is God saying, “strike him down.” Many times
when you read Old Testament quotations in the New Testament, there is an expectation
that the reader would know the context of the quotation and apply the entire context to
what is said and not just that specific phrase. In this case, Zechariah 13 is about a
cleansing from sin that will come to the people of God. The way it will happen is through
a slain Shepherd, and it will be God himself who ordains that Shepherd to die. Jesus is
clearly saying that he is the shepherd who God has ordained to be struck down to pay
for sin.



Now how does this connect with his commitment to the disciples even in their failure? If
the disciples connection to the Savior was their own doing then falling away from him
would result in rejection, but if we are following Jesus because God himself has worked
in our hearts to bring us to salvation then we cannot fully fall away and have Jesus
reject us. So, right after Jesus pointing out his death by the ordained plan of God for
salvation from sin, Jesus matter of factly states, But after | am raised up, | will go before
you to Galilee.” He know they will have rejected him by that time, but he will be waiting
on them after he rises from the dead. This certainty that he will be raised after being
struck down is incredible in itself! But think about his commitment to the disciples. He
will be there for them waiting even after they fail him. This is our Lord Jesus! The fact is
that like the disciples we fail him over and over, and yet he waits for us. He stays with
us and still goes to God the Father affirming to him that we are one of his disciples who
have been forgiven based on the sacrifice that he himself made. And as Jesus has
already hinted at, it was God the Father himself in his eternal plan and purpose that sent
Jesus to the cross to make that relationship possible.

We see that idea again as Jesus prays in verse 32 - 36, but before we get there, we
must look at the disciple Peter here in verse 29. Remember that Mark’s gospel is Peter’s
account of Jesus’s life. Peter wants to make clear for everyone who reads this account
that this Jesus who called Peter from a life of fishing to a life of following Jesus has
changed his life. If | was going to tell my life story, I’m not sure | want to share the
greatest failure in my life, but that is what Peter is going to give us. And it is important
to see this failure, because the end of the book of Mark is Peter simply remembering
that Jesus still wants him as a follower after this failure. In Mark 16:7, which we will
come back to at least two more times, the angel says, 7 But go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”
Why does Peter want us to know how great his failure was? Because he wants us to see
how great his forgiveness was from his Savior. So, Jesus responds to Peter in verse 30,
“Truly, | tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three
times.” And Peter, always the cocky somewhat arrogant but bold follower says in verse
31, “If | must die with you, | will not deny you.” Peter just like the rest of the disciples
will fail miserably in this commitment, but still receive a special invitation to join Jesus in
Galilee after that failure.

This level of forgiveness did not come because Jesus was just a good human being,
although he certainly was. This forgiveness did not come because the disciples deserved
a continued relationship with Jesus after his death; they did not. This forgiveness will
come because Jesus is committed to following his Father’s will in order to save these
men and all who follow him from their greatest failures, their sin against a holy God. The
weakness of the disciples commitment is contrasted in this passage with the
commitment of God the Son and God the Father to their salvation. Let’s see that
commitment in verses through verses 32-36. * And they went to a place called
Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while | pray.” * And he took with

him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. ** And
he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” 35
And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the
hour might pass from him. ** And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you.
Remove this cup from me. Yet not what | will, but what you will.” This text gets into
some deep theological debates that | don’t have time to discuss in depth today. But



what we read in this passage is only understandable when we are reminded of the
nature of Jesus himself. Church history in its earliest creeds and confessions has
affirmed that Jesus is both fully God and fully man, having two natures in the one
person of Jesus Christ. This was fully fleshed out in the Chalcedonian Creed in 451AD
at the Council of Chalcedon where the idea of Jesus having what they called a
“hypostatic union” was formed. This is the theological term for the personal union of
Jesus’s two natures. So, the simple definition from an article on Desiring God tells us
that “The hypostatic union is the mysterious joining of the divine and the human in the
one person of Jesus.” Of course this is idea of two natures is based on Scripture itself.
We see that Jesus is God. Hebrews 1:3 tells us that “He [Jesus] is the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature...” John 1:1 tells us, “In the beginning
was the Word [Jesus], and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” There are
many other references to Jesus’s divinity throughout the New Testament as well. But
then we have the references to the full humanity of Jesus as well. Scriptures like:
Philippians 2:7 that tell us [Jesus] ...emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. We can also go to John 1:14A And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us... And see his humanity in his ability to be tempted when we
look at Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without
sin.

Why is all this important to this text of Scripture? Because when we read this text, we
clearly see Jesus in his humanity struggling with God the Father’s will for his humanity.
Now here is where we can make a tremendous mistake in our theology, and it is one of
the questions that the Council of Chalcedon was addressing. Does God have two wills?
We already saw from the Scripture that Jesus is God, so how can he question His
Father’s plan to any degree? The answer is the one given in the Chalcedon declaration
that Jesus is two natures, human and divine in the one Son of God. That means that as
fully human, he has a human will, and as fully God, he has a divine will. Now, that divine
will from before eternity has been the same will as God the Father, and God the Holy
Spirit. God as a Trinity only has one will. God is THREE persons in ONE God - A Trinity,
and those three persons, Father Son and Spirit share one will. But Jesus had to be fully
human and that fully human being needed to fully submit to God’s will in order to be
without sin when he died on the cross. So, we see the human Jesus who fully submits to
the will of God, while experiencing the natural human reaction to the knowledge of his
death that any of us would have.

Jesus knew that he needed God the Father’s help, and only way to receive it is through
prayer. Do you and | recognize that when we face the hardest times in our lives as
humans that we need God’s help? Jesus’s response was not to run away from the cross,
or to shake his hands in worry about the cross. His response was to run to God in
honest emotion. Look at his heart in verse 34, My soul is very sorrowful, even to death.
And then his prayer in verse 35 where he “prayed that, if it were possible, the hour
might pass from him.” The Divine Son of God had agreed in eternity to this very hour
and plan, but now the human Jesus was showing his honest emotions of fear and desire
to not suffer as he knows what is coming. But then notice what happens to fully prepare
Jesus to face the cross. Jesus’s human will is fully committed to God’s will no matter
even knowing what that cup of suffering will bring. He closes his prayer at this time, and
we will see he prays the same prayer over multiple times with the words of verse 36.



“Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what |
will, but what you will.” The word Abba is the Hebrew word for father, but it carries a
closeness, like the word papa or maybe daddy. It shows that he never doubted his
relationship with God the Father or His love for him. This is the same place where we
need to land as we struggle in prayer to find peace in the difficult situation we face. We
need to recognize the Sovereign power of God, that all things are possible with him. And
that while he has the power to change the circumstances, we want our wills to be
conformed to his will even if that means going through the difficult circumstances for his
purpose and ultimately his glory.

But there was another need that the humanity of Jesus craved in this time. Jesus the
human needed his disciples, his three closest friends on earth to be with him and pray
with him during this time. But in the face of Jesus’s commitment to the Father’s will, the
disciples lack of commitment to their Lord becomes very clear as these friends fail
him during this time. Look at the final verses 37-42. *’ And he came and found them
sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one

hour? ** Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.” * And again he went away and prayed, saying the same
words. “ And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy,
and they did not know what to answer him. * And he came the third time and said to
them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. *Rise, let us be going; see, my
betrayer is at hand.” This time of prayer in the garden of Gethsemane started late at
night and ended early in the morning, and the disciples were tired. Jesus wanted them to
join him in his agony and emotion before his death in prayer. And yet they failed in that.
Notice that Peter through Mark makes sure that once again, we know that he is among
those who fail. He was not the spiritual giant that we see as the church begins in the
book of Acts. But notice that while Jesus is disappointed, he makes clear in his
statement, The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak, that he sees their hearts
and knows their commitment in spite of their failure. You would have thought after three
times that the disciples would have found some way to stay awake and pray...perhaps
stand, walk around, sing a psalm in prayer; but no, they still fell asleep every time. But
again in this failure, we see the Savior continuing to choose to have this relationship and
keep them close during the most difficult times, even though as we will soon see, they
choose to run away from him. Today, you and | find ourselves in the same situation as
the disciples. There are so many times that we know we need to just spend time in
prayer...we need to turn into and towards our relationship with Jesus to make it day by
day through our lives. And yet we find ourselves distracted or like the disciples just tired
and worn out, and our prayers become short or absent, and our time in God’s Word is
relegated to Sunday morning. There is hope in the fact that when we grow weary in our
commitment and even fail to follow as we should, we serve a Lord who never failed in his
commitment to God’s will to save us, and he will never fail in his commitment to us. May
we seek to have our wills aligned with Christ’s will to stay committed to God’s purpose.
May our prayer be that of our Savior, Jesus, “not what | will, but what you will.” And at
the same time, take comfort and give praise to God for the fact that when we fail to do
that, Jesus will never give up on us and let us go. Let’s pray.



