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Mark 12:35-44 Understanding Discipleship

Mark is a book about following Jesus. From beginning to end, Mark gives us examples of
what it means to follow Jesus. And even as the book is drawing to an end here in the
final days of Jesus’s life, we continue to confronted with what it means to follow Jesus,
to really be his disciple. This passage is the transition from his final words of public
teaching to the place where the rest of his teaching is only given to his 12 disciples. He
wants them, and us to really understand what real discipleship is. As we look at this
passage in Mark 12:35-44, it is happening on the same day as the confrontation with
the Sanhedrin and continues in the same location, the temple. Remember where the
dialogue with the three groups from the Sanhedrin, who were the political and religious
leaders of Israel, ended. The final question and response that Jesus gave was to one of
the Scribes. So, as he now continues his public teaching there in the temple, he follows
up by addressing what the scribes taught, but he is really addressing all the religious
leaders that have confronted him one after the other. And Jesus begins by asking a
question of his own to those who are gathered around and have been listening to his
responses. One Commentator, Ralph Martin, has described it this way. “After a day of
qguestions comes the question of the day.”

Let’s begin reading at verse 35 of Mark 12, where Jesus asks a question that shows in
the answer that to truly be a disciple, you have to know who Jesus is. 35 And as Jesus
taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ is the son of
David? 36 David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, ““The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at
my right hand, until | put your enemies under your feet.”” 37 David himself calls him
Lord. So how is he his son?” And the great throng heard him gladly. First notice that
there is a great crowd listening to him. The last phrase of verse 37 describes the
listeners as a great throng. So this is directed towards everyone who can hear what
Jesus is saying, and it is for us to hear today as well. But understanding what is
important about this requires us to once again understand what the Jewish
understanding of that time was. If you aren’t aware, Christ is the Greek word for
Messiah, not Jesus’s name. Messiah is the Hebrew word meaning “anointed one” who
the Old Testament prophesied would come to deliver Israel. Of course, his deliverance
would be not just for Israel but for the whole world, but that is not how most Jews
would have been reading the Hebrew Scripture that we know as the Old Testament. The
Jewish scribes and other religious leaders rightfully recognized the many prophecies of
this coming “anointed one” and identified the overwhelming number of passages in the
Scriptures of the Old Testament that pointed to the Messiah. One of those was Psalm
110, which Jesus quotes from in answering his own question. But | want to read not just
the first verse he quotes but through verse 4 of Psalm 110. The LORD says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand, until | make your enemies your footstool.” 2 The Lord sends

forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your enemies! 3 Your people
will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy garments; from the womb
of the morning, the dew of your youth will be yours. 4 The Lord has sworn and will not
change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” The Scribes
had correctly interpreted that Psalm as a Messianic Psalm for hundreds of years. They
had correctly said that based on this and many other Scriptures, Messiah would come
from David’s line, the writer of this particular Psalm. The Messiah would be a king and in
some way a priest as well, and we see all this fulfilled in Jesus Christ. So why did the
Scribes and the rest of the Sanhedrin for the most part reject Jesus as the Messiah?
That is at the heart of the question Jesus is asking when he says, How can the scribes



say that the Christ is the son of David? They were correct in that teaching, but
remember what Jesus has just finished saying to the Scribe who asked the final question
from the Sanhedrin. He told him in verse 34 of Mark 12, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.” The Scribe and all the Scribes were very close to a full understanding
and fully accepting Jesus as the Messiah, but they missed it because all they saw was a
Son or a descendent of David. Jesus was that, certainly, but he was so much more.
Within the original context of Psalm 110, David is talking about God’s provision for him
as king when he says, The LORD (that’s YAHWEH, the personal name for God) says to
my Lord (lowercase, the regular word for a ruler and king). So God has said to David the
king, “sit at my right hand, until | make your enemies your footstool.” So, he promised
David victory over his enemies. But the Scribes had correctly seen for hundreds of years
that while the second “Lord” in that verse could apply to David, it prophetically applied
to this coming Messiah, who is a priest forever. By saying in verse 37 that 37 David
himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” Jesus was saying their interpretation of
Lord meaning the Messiah was correct, but that means that David is saying the Messiah
is far greater than himself, and eternal in existence when you look at the rest of that
Psalm. So the Messiah has to be more than a regular human.

That is the core of the problem for the religious leaders. They would have been willing to
accept a human Messiah from the line of David who came as a king and Son of David.
But, they were not willing to accept Jesus, who came as a human Son of David but
declared himself to be the Son of God. Remember, everything in Mark is pointing to the
powerful declaration in Mark 15:39 by the centurion at the crucifixion, “Truly this man
was the Son of God!” There are plenty of people around the world today, some who
claim to in some sense be Christians, or cultural Christians, a new term from the United
States, but who do not accept Jesus as God the Son. Most of those people would
quickly affirm parts of what Jesus might be teaching in the very next part of this
passage as he commends the sacrifice of a poor widow. But while they want to affirm
and use Jesus to teach the morals of Christianity as they see them, they reject who
Jesus himself claims to be - God in the flesh. So just like the Scribes, they want the Son
of David, but not the Son of God. But you can’t have one without the other.

But just as you have to know and accept who Jesus is to be his disciple, you also have
to know what it means to follow him. And as Jesus continues to teach the people, then
switch to his disciples, he gives a clear illustration that discipleship means humility and
sacrifice. First we see his warning to live humbly starting in verse 38. 38 And in his
teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and like
greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the best seats in the synagogues and the
places of honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” Again, he continues to use the
Scribes as an example for the Sanhedrin and religious leaders as a whole. They liked
their position of authority in society. They like the respectful greetings they received and
distinctive clothes they wore that made people recognize them. Perhaps that was
something like the clerical collar that some denominations continue to wear today that
sets them apart as special religious professionals with a certain status in society. These
religious leaders would always be front and center of any celebration. But after
acknowledging their place in society that they relished in a prideful way, Jesus makes a
clear accusation of what they used that exalted position for. They would “devour
widows’ houses.” They did not care about the lowest of the people they served, but



rather would take advantage of them financially. There are plenty of examples of this
even today. Look at how Buddhist priests and temples encourage larger offerings to
give peace of mind about the afterlife of deceased loved ones for grieving family
members. But we don’t have to look at false religion to see examples of greed at work. |
want you to give sacrificially to help reform our buildings, and | appreciate being able to
take care of my family with the salary the church provides; but giving more to the
church will not get you any more favor with God or any more of his healing grace like
many faith healers want you to believe. We are never told that by giving, sowing into our
faith, we will reap prosperity by God or healing by God. There are false teachers getting
rich off those teachings on the backs of the the weak just like the Scribes who
“devoured widows’ houses.” And that pride was seen in not just their position in society,
their religious manipulation to feed their greed, but also their prayers they offered. Even
their spiritual actions were for the purpose of people looking at them and feeding their
ego. To these types of leaders, Jesus promises God’s judgement.

So clearly egotistical pride cannot characterize the disciple, rather humility. But what
does that look like? Jesus immediately turns to his disciples and shows them what
humility and real godliness looks like by pointing out an actual poor widow. Look at the
last paragraph of verses from 41-44. 41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and
watched the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large
sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a
penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, | say to you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering

box. 44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has
put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” The primary purpose of pointing out
this widow was not to show the hypocrisy of the Sanhedrin, although it did that. It was
not to simply point out her humble piety in this act of worship, although by her actions
she did show what real piety and godliness looks like compared to the egotistical
hypocrisy of the Scribes. The primary purpose was to highlight the ultimate model of
discipleship to his disciples. Notice that he “called his disciples...” Starting in Mark 1:17,
where Jesus first called out to the men who would become his disciples, 17 ... “Follow
me, and | will make you become fishers of men.”, Jesus has been teaching these
disciples what the call to discipleship truly is. Real discipleship was not seen in any of the
religious leaders in Isreal, but this widow demonstrated that call perfectly as she gave
everything she had. This is the primary call to discipleship that Jesus explained in Mark
8:35, 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my
sake and the gospel's will save it. So, does discipleship come down to just giving more
money? Not at all. But it does come down to a total sacrifice of one’s self, of ones
possessions, of one’s priorities for Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul defined it as self-
sacrifice in Romans 12:1-2 12 | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect. The wealthy dropped in a lot of money, but in their
hearts, they gave God just enough. That’s how most of us give and sacrifice...we ask
how much is “enough?” The widow told God, here is everything! She was left with
nothing but her faith to sustain her. And until we come to that place where our trust, our
faith is completely in Jesus Christ to meet every need we have, we will fall short as a
disciple. What does that look like to have everything, possessions, priorities, our whole



self sacrificed to Christ? Will that mean a willingness to give to a level we think is beyond
what we are capable of? Probably. Will that mean that our kids are at church rather
than in Juku on Sundays? Probably. Will that mean that we face rejection rather than
acceptance in certain ways in our community? Probably. So why do it? Why humble
ourselves to sacrifice in the way this widow did? Because we serve a Savior who is not
only a Son of David, but is the Son of God himself. He is the one we are trusting in, who
understands us as a human, but provides for us as the all-powerful God. Let’s pray.



