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Mark 12:28-34 Loving God, Loving others

Today, we are back in Mark, and | want to start by just reminding us of how we got to
this event today. If you remember 2 months ago, we were introduced to the Sanhedrin
who confronted Jesus in the temple and were looking for a way to trap him and discredit
him in his words. As a reminder, the Sanhedrin was the ruling party that governed
Jewish religious and much of their civic life. It consisted of 3 different religious groups.
In today’s passage, Mark 12:28-34, we see the final of three questions that Jesus
recieves from each group. Beginning with the question of the Pharisees, then the
question from the second group, the Sadducees, today we will see the Scribes bring a
final question to test Him. In each event of questioning, Jesus demonstrates his
authority, which we saw was established at his baptism by John and has characterized
his entire ministry. And remember, the context in which these groups are now seeking to
question him. Mark 12:12 leads into these confrontations by telling us, > And they were
seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they perceived that he had told the
parable against them. So they left him and went away. They are looking for a reason to
arrest Jesus to undermine his influence in society. And it is towards that purpose, we
see these three confrontations happen. Let’s begin by reading this next event that takes
place in this last week of Jesus’s life.

Mark 12:28-34 says, 28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with
one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment
is the most important of all?”29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” 31 The
second is this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other
commandment greater than these.” 32 And the scribe said to him, “You are right,
Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 33 And to
love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and
to love one's neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and
sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are
not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more
questions. In order to understand this passage, it is important to understand who the
scribes were. The Pharisees were the ones charged with leading the religious life in
Israel, including creating religious rules to ensure that Israel was following God’s law as
put forth in the Torah, the books of Moses in the first five books of the Old Testament.
The Saduccees, as we previously discussed were the anti-Pharisees. They did not
believe in anything supernatural and rejected much of the Old Testament. But the
Scribes were the ones in Jewish life who were charged with the very detailed and
precise copying of the Jewish Scriptures, the Old Testament. Their duties would have
extended throughout society in copying various documents, but the primary role for
Jewish Scribes was the copying of Scripture. For the average scribe, | read one idea
that they would have fully copied one manuscript of the Old Testament scriptures one
time in their life. And it would have taken them 15 months working full time with the
Sabbath day off to do this. Their lives would be spent copying each letter, each word,
each phrase of the Hebrew and Aramaic of the Old Testament over and over and over
again. One commentator said that they had to follow 4000 rules in their copying in order
to make sure their were no mistakes in their copies. That is also why even today there is
certainty by Bible Scholars on what the actual words of the original manuscripts were.
But those scribes who copied scripture were among the most highly educated people in



society and their in depth knowledge of scripture led to them being experts on every
detail of the Old Testament and the law. His question and his answer to Jesus reflect
that knowledge and real understanding of the Scripture.

His question was one that was often asked of great Rabbis, Jewish Religious teachers,
throughout Jewish history. There are non-Biblical records that show all the greatest
Rabbi’s being asked those questions and what their responses were. So when he asks,
“Which commandment is the most important of all?”, that would have been a very
normal question for a respected teacher to be asked. This same question had been
answered hundreds of time throughout history, and perhaps this scribe himself had
asked this same question of other Rabbis. But the difference is in the answer that Jesus
gives. There were actually other great Rabbis who had pointed out the first
commandment that Jesus points to, which is the greatest scripture in the eyes of the
people of Israel and every religious Jew. It is called the SHEMA. And it is found in
Deuteronomy 6:4-5, 4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
This was quoted during morning and evening prayers as a summary of the rest of the
laws of the Torah to remind them of God’s requirements and relationship with them. But
Jesus didn’t stop there. That would have been considered a good answer, but then
Jesus takes it further and combines it with a second commandment from Leviticus
19:18, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” This commandment was not ignored,
but to combine it with the SHEMA and lift it to that level was unique to Jesus.

And the Scribe asking the question recognized its uniqueness and the powerful truth
behind it. He says, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there
is no other besides him. 33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the
understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is much
more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” The Scribe recognized that by
elevating the commandments to Love God and then to love others in the way that Jesus
did, he was saying that our actions and attitudes towards God and then lived out toward
others determined the truth of our belief our faith in God. The surprising result of that
truth that the Pharisees might not have agreed with that the Scribe seemed to
understand was that our faith could not be reduced to religious actions - offering and
sacrifices. The Scribe rather than rejecting Jesus answer, embraces it and agrees with
it. It is the same truth that we find in the book of James. James 2:18-19 says, 18But
someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me your faith apart from your
works, and | will show you my faith by my works. 19You believe that God is one; you do
well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Your faith, your belief in God, must result
in your faith being lived out in your love for others. So the Apostle Paul speaking about
loving others, says in 1Corinthians 13:1-2 13 If | speak in the tongues of men or of
angels, but do not have love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If |
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a
faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. And finally the
Apostle John writes in 1John 4:20 20 If anyone says, “l love God,” and hates his brother,
he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God
whom he has not seen.

The Scribe gets this! We can’t do religious acts of worship saying we love God and not
out of that same love, show love to others. And | want to explore this a little further this



morning before moving on. Let’s think about some people we are told to love in the
Bible. Of course here, Jesus has said that we are to love our neighbor. But in another
confrontation when Jesus gives the same answer, he is questioned with “who is my
neighbor.” And in Luke 10:30-36, Jesus tells a story to explain who is our neighbor. 30
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among
robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Then Jesus
says in verse 31-32 that two religious Jews went right past him. Then verse 33... But a
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had
compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then
he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. Then
Jesus asks in Luke 10:36, 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a
neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” The answer is of course the
Samaritan. The issue with this is that the Samaritans were hated by all good Jews at the
time. They were half Jews and half Gentiles and did not worship God properly so they
were despised on racial and religious grounds. Jesus says that person your culture leads
you to hate, he is your neighbor. For us today, anyone that we would naturally reject,
that is our neighbor.

Along similar lines, Jesus also tells us to love our enemies. Look at Matthew 5:43-44.
43 “You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
44 But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you... The one
who is truly your enemy, perhaps there is no cultural push involved, but someone is truly
attacking you unjustifiably and is your enemy, is also someone you should love. And we
love them by praying for them, by calling out to God for God’s mercy and grace to be
extended to them. It is what Jesus did on the cross when he prayed from the crosss in
Luke 23:34, 34 “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” That is really
tough! But that is what we are commanded to do, whether it is an enemy at work, at
school, a neighbor or even a family member, we love them and pray for them as God has
commanded. Another group of people that we are specifically commanded to love are
immigrants. Leviticus 19:34 says, 34 You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you
as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt: | am the Lord your God. This command fits in well with Jesus’s
definition of who our neighbor is. Nations can and to some extent must argue over and
legislate who can come in and for how long and who is not allowed. But for Christians, |
would say this means that we simply see those around us someone to love regardless of
immigration status or citizenship. We can never put our politics over God’s commands to
love others.

But there are two other commands to love in Scripture and these should be easier, but
definitely are not always. Jesus says that we are to love other Christians. John 13:35
says, By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” Now, this should be an easy group to love, right? We all love Jesus, so how
could it be hard to love each other? But | think for all of us who have been in and around
church for a while, we know that is not always easy. We are supposed to be family, but
sometimes families fight and sometimes we don’t always like our family members. Not
everyone in the church needs to be your best friend, but if we are going to obey what
Jesus describes as the second greatest command, we will love all of those who make up
the church. The last area we see a command to love that is along those same lines...it
should be easy, but far too often we fail to love as we are commanded. This command is
specific to Husbands. Look at Ephesians 5:25. 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ



loved the church and gave himself up for her. Husbands are to love our wives.
Remember the Biblical definition of love that is made clear here in this verse. It is
sacrificing our desires, will and interest for the other person. That is what Jesus did for
us, and what we are to do for others. And in the case of men, we are called to
sacrificially love our wives. You know why many Christian marriages are in trouble? Not
because wives have failed to submit, but because men have failed to love. We, and |
would say especially men, are naturally selfish, and we want our lives to revolve around
ourselves. We want this at work, and we want this at home. And this selfishness is the
opposite of the love we are supposed to show our wives.

This command isn’t easy! So, how do we really love our neighbor, our enemy,
immigrants, other Christians and our wives? It is keeping Jesus’s words in the correct
order. We first love God. We seek to serve and worship him by loving him. Do you know
what love for God looks like? He says here it is loving him with our heart, soul, mind and
strength. It is every part of our being committed to serving him completely. It involves
the inside of us, our heart, the seat of our emotions and what motivates us. It involves
our soul, the part of us that is eternal and could be the same part referred to by heart.
But it also involves our mind, our intellect. There is not a heart truth and then a truth
that comes from education. All truth is God’s truth, so everything we learn must be seen
through the lens of God’s Word. And finally, our actions, what we do, what we use our
strength for. We won’t do this perfectly of course, but we will grow in it as the years
progress. The love of God is what leads to the love of neighbor. The scribe understood
that, but then why does Jesus tell him that he is “...not far from the kingdom of God.”
The scribe was near but not in the kingdom of heaven. He correctly recognized that
salvation was not found in keeping the religious system, but in faith in God that resulted
in love for him and for neighbor. So, why were they near, but not “in” the kingdom? It
was because their faith needed to be rooted in the Son of God, Jesus Christ who was
the one those sacrifices all pointed to. To truly have faith in God, our faith must be in His
Messiah who would lay down his life as a sacrifice for our sin. Those listening recognized
in Jesus’s final response that his authority was different, his existence and relationship
with God and with God’s kingdom was different. The Scribe could judge with true
judgement whether a person was faithful to the Law of God in the Torah, and so they
fully affirmed Jesus in that regard. But only Jesus can affirm who is in the kingdom of
God and who is not. According to John 14:6, He is “the way, the truth and the life and
no one comes to the Father except through him.” Today, you may say you agree with
everything | have said here today regarding love and who we should love. But if you
have not recognized that you do not love in that way, that you are a sinner who cannot
love God or others as we are commanded, then you have not realized yet that you need
Jesus. He sacrificed himself on the cross to pay the penalty for your sin and take the
wrath of God that you deserved to have poured out on you. And today when you come
to him in repentance of your sin and trust in him as your Lord and Savior, he will forgive
you of your sin and enable you to love God and really love others. Let that desire to
love God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength and our neighbor as ourself
guide our lives in 2025. Let’s pray.



