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Mark 12:18-27 The Truth About Resurrection

Today, we are back in Mark, and looking at the second of 3 questions that Jesus is
confronted with by different sects of leaders from the Sanhedrin. If you remember 3
weeks ago, we were introduced to the Sanhedrin who confronted Jesus in the temple
and were looking for a way to trap him and discredit him in his words. As a reminder the
Sanhedrin was the ruling party that governed Jewish religious and much of their civic
life. Today’s passage in Mark 12:18-27 is the second of these tests from the group
known as the Saducees. Beginning with the question of the Pharisees, now the
Sadducees and still to come, the Scribes will question Jesus to test Him. We will come
back to the question from the Scribes after the New Year. In each event of questioning,
Jesus demonstrates his authority, which we saw was established at his baptism by John
and has characterized his entire ministry. And remember, the context in which these
groups are now seeking to question him. Mark 12:12 leads into these confrontations by
telling us, ' And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they
perceived that he had told the parable against them. So they left him and went away.
They are looking for a reason to arrest Jesus to undermine his influence in society. And
it is towards that purpose, we see these three confrontations happen.

Lets begin by reading our passage for today, Mark 12:18-27 and see this second
confrontation with the Sadducees. 18 And Sadducees came to him, who say that there
is no resurrection. And they asked him a question, saying, 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for
us that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man[a] must
take the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 20 There were seven brothers;
the first took a wife, and when he died left no offspring. 21 And the second took her,
and died, leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. 22 And the seven left no offspring.
Last of all the woman also died. 23 In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife
will she be? For the seven had her as wife.” 24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the
reason you are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?
25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but
are like angels in heaven. 26 And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the
book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘| am the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is not God of the
dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.” Remember, the first questioning happened
with the Pharisees, and now this second question happens from another group the
Sadducees, the second major group in the Sanhedrin. And in order to understand the
questions here and Jesus’s response, we need to understand more about this group
known as the Sadducees. The Sadducees, and the Pharisees both formed during the
period of the Maccabean Revolt in Israel’s history. This was sometime around 200 -
150BC, when Jerusalem was fully controlled by the Seleucids during the 400 year period
between the writing of the Old Testament and the New Testament. Other than their
founding date, these two groups could not have been more different. The Pharisees
accepted all three sections of the Old Testament, which Jesus himself did as well since
he quoted from all three of the. There was the Torah or the Law, the First 5 books of
the Old Testament; the Nivi’im or the Prophets which included most of the Major and
Minor prophetical books in the Old Testament as well as 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings,
Joshua and Judges; and the Ketuvim or the “Writings” which included all the other
books. So, all of these books were considered Scripture by Jesus and by the Pharisees.
The Sadducees only accepted the Torah, the books of the law given by Moses. They did
not consider any of the other writings of the Old Testament to be Scripture and



therefore Revelation from God. This understanding of the Torah led them to other false
beliefs. Because in their understanding, it was not taught in the Torah, they did not
believe in God’s Sovereignty, but only in the absolute free will of humans to make their
own choices. Many today also believe this error of theology. They also did not see any
afterlife so they did not believe in a resurrection or any life past human death, while the
Pharisees and most of Israel believed in an afterlife.

So, their question regarding resurrection is absurd in their eyes. But while they
themselves would have flatly rejected the premise of resurrection, their question itself
was based on teaching from the Torah. In the law, it describes a relationship known as
Levirate marriage. We read about this in Deuteronomy 25:5-6. 5 “If brothers dwell
together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead man shall not be
married outside the family to a stranger. Her husband's brother shall go in to her and
take her as his wife and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her. 6 And the first
son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his dead brother, that his name may
not be blotted out of Israel. The goal was not to promote polygamy or immorality, but to
allow a widow to not have to go outside the people of Israel to have the security of her
future through children. Following this accepted tradition in the law, they asked this
absurd question regarding who of the 7 brothers would be married to the woman, who
had been the wife to each of them, when the resurrection happened. This question is
not so much meant to trap him into saying something that could cause his arrest, but if
they could trip him up into siding with them against the Pharisees, it would serve their
purposes as it would discredit him to most of the people who agreed with the Pharisees
on the reality of resurrection. But just as with the Pharisees, Jesus will provide an
answer to their question that will shut them down.

He does deal with them differently, though than the Pharisees. Unlike with the

Pharisees, to the Sadducees, Jesus gives a very direct and firm answer. Look again at
verse 24, 24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you
know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God? Wow! This is strong language. To
the Pharisees, he never accused them of not knowing the Scriptures. Their knowledge of
the scriptures and even essential beliefs based on those scriptures matched his own.
But to the Sadducees, he says, you don’t know the Scriptures- the Bible and you don’t
understand God, because you deny his power. By denying God’s sovereignty in electing
those he chose to salvation, and then not seeing any hope for life after death for those
God has created, they had created a weak version of God that resembled humanity more
than humanity’s creator, the God of the Bible. And their ideas of the resurrection were
based not on anything found in the Bible, but on the Pharisees beliefs, which were also
not fully shaped by Biblical Revelation. While they believed in a resurrection for God’s
people at some point after death, they mistakenly believed it was essentially to a life that
continued on just in a more elevated way as what we experience on earth. But Jesus
points out that the resurrected life the people of God look forward to is one completely
different than this life. He compares it to something that is so otherworldly that it is
what the angels experience. Verse 25 says, 25 For when they rise from the dead, they
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.

You have to understand that the Sadducees did not believe in angels either, so
throughout this response, Jesus is challenging them to the core of their faith. Now, on
the surface, for those of us who are married this may sound like a terrible future to look



forward to. Our marriages are or should be the best relationships we can experience
here on earth, but now Jesus is saying those relationships end at death. We should not
take this as a statement against marriage in any way. Jesus has already made clear in
his response in Mark 10 to the Pharisees, that marriage is so important that to break
the marriage covenant by divorce for all but the most severe reasons would be counted
as sin by God. Mark 10:11-12 shows us Jesus’s attitude towards marriage. 11 And he
said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against
her,12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” So,
God would not have a low view of marriage to add to our eternal joy. Rather, Jesus is
pointing us to a truth that whatever our eternal state of life has in store for us will be far
better than the relationship that ideally is the closest and most intimate we can
experience on earth. A view of Heaven and eternal life that looks at that resurrected
future and sees simply a continuation of our life here on earth is far too small a view.
Philippians 3:20-21 gives us a glimpse of that future. * But our citizenship is in heaven,
and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, * who will transform our lowly
body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all
things to himself. Our existence will not be the physical existence we experience now,
but a resurrected existence that is same as our Savior, Jesus Christ is now experiencing
in Heaven. His resurrected existence is one of glory and power that will in some way will
be the same as that we will experience.

| want to come back to this idea at the end, but Jesus is not done with his critique of the
Sadducees beliefs. Remember, they claim to not believe in the resurrection because they
claimed it was not part of the Torah. So, Jesus delivers a final devastating attack against
their misinterpretation of Scripture and bad theology, and he does it using the words of
the Torah itself from Exodus 3:6. In Exodus 3:6, God introduces himself to Moses with
these words, ° And he said, “| am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God. Jesus follows up his quote of that passage with verse 27, He is not God of the
dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.” Jesus was pointing out that by God saying
that he was the God of Abraham Isaac and Jacob, all who were dead by the time of
Moses, there was an assumption of continuing existence for them beyond the grave.
God makes promises and keeps them with living people, and Jesus is assuming that
these men of God are still alive, even though it is an existence outside of our physical life
on earth. In Matthew 8, Jesus even says that we will share a meal with these men in the
future. Matthew 8:11 says, ''| tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at
table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven... There is an assumption
throughout the Bible in every place that death is spoken of, that it is usually connected
with a continuing existence of some form. In Luke 16, that existence beyond death for
one who has not lived a godly life is seen as torture. Luke 16:23 says, “and in Hades,
being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his

side. This goes along with what Jesus says in Matthew 25:46, And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

What makes the difference in our destiny after death? The fact is that Jesus has shown
that there is life beyond the grave. How can we be assured of what Jesus calls eternal
life, rather than eternal punishment? The answer is Jesus himself. And that is where we
must return. Jesus is very clear — you are quite wrong! And he himself would prove them
wrong by rising from the dead. The strongest argument against the teaching and belief



of the Sadducees will be Jesus’s life itself. Jesus does not just teach that resurrection is
real - he is the resurrection! In John 11:25-26 Jesus makes this clear, 25 Jesus said to
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall
he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. There is a
resurrection coming for all those who believe in Jesus Christ. 1Thessalonians 4:16-17
says '°For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the
voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first. " Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
You will live somewhere forever. Physical existence on this earth is not all there is to our
lives. Your will experience a resurrected eternal life or you will experience the eternal
punishment describes in Luke and Matthew that we read earlier. And the difference in
those destinations is Jesus. What have you done with Jesus? Have you rejected him as
the Sadducees had? Or do you accept him and put your faith in him as your Lord and
your Savior? He is the only way to eternal life.

Finally, | want us to see one final application from this text. False doctrine must be
confronted. Jesus confronts the false teaching of the Sadducees here directly. The
Sadducees wanted to accept only parts of the Bible, and on their terms where it lost its
supernatural elements. This is the path that theological liberalism has taken over the
course of the last 300 or so years beginning with Enlightenment Rationalism.
Philosophers and theologians wanted to still claim a belief in God and to a lesser degree
the Bible, but they did that by removing anything that did not fit with a rationalistic
world view. So, miracles had to go. Viewing the Bible through the lens of Divine
Revelation from God had to be replaced with viewing it as a book that contained much
myth and non-historical events that would teach us about God in some way, but could
not be relied on as history. That sort of understanding continues today, even in some
who call themselves Evangelicals which should mean you accept the Bible as Divine and
Authoritative Revelation from God, inerrant even. But many today want to reject or
ignore difficult parts of Scripture that may offend people while still saying they believe
the Bible is true. We must call that false teaching out. Everything in this book is true,
and Jesus did not mince his words when he said to these false teachers, “You are quite
wrong!” In 1Timothy 3:15, Paul calls the church, “the church of the living God, a pillar
and buttress of the truth.” The church has a responsibility starting with the Elders, but
going through each member to call out false teaching and protect the authority of the
Word of God within the congregation. So, as we close, | challenge us as the church, not
just Elders, to protect the doctrine of the church. To do that, you must know the Word
of God, and apply the Word of God to your own life and then the life of the Body of
Christ. May we be a people of the Book who care about truth and are willing to confront
error, so that we confront people with the pure gospel and invite them to experience
with us the resurrection to an eternal life of glory with our risen Savior Jesus Christ.
Let’s pray.



