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Mark 10:46-52 the blind disciple

Today we are going to look at a short event that concludes Mark 10 in Mark 10:46-52.
This is the last event that we see take place before the final week of Jesus’s life we
know as Holy Week. Starting next week as we begin chapter 11 and see Jesus entering
the city of Jerusalem in what we traditionally call the triumphal entry and Palm Sunday,
the rest of the book of Mark is the final week of Jesus’s life. While this final miracle that
we are told about in this book seems small, we have to see it in light of everything that
has come before it. Remember that from the end of chapter 8 to chapter 10 of Mark,
Jesus has foretold his death now three times, and his disciples have shown after each
time that they still don’t fully understand what it means that he is their Messiah. Now, in
one final miracle, a blind man sees Jesus more clearly than all the rest of Christ’s
followers, including his 12 disciples, who have 2 good eyes, and becomes a follower of
Christ. Let’s begin by reading this event in its entirety from Mark 10:46-52. 46 And they
came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd,
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And
when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he
cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and
said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is
calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him,
“Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has
made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way.

Jesus’s journey to Jerusalem has almost come to an end. You can see on the map that
they have made their way from the area of Galilee up north to now Jericho, which is very
near Jerusalem. The crowds have gathered around as usual, and he is walking with his
disciples out of the city, continuing the journey to Jerusalem when a blind beggar yells
out to him. This is the only time where we are given the name of the person who is
healed in the Gospels in the Bible. All the other ones are nameless, so this healing must
be significant far beyond the other healings that took place. Bartimaeus in Aramaic
actually mean “Son of Timaeus” so Mark probably puts that in there for the sake of
readers who are reading in Greek and don’t know the Aramaic name there. But
Bartimaeus’s name is not as important as his position in this crowd. He was “sitting by
the roadside.” He was an outcast from society, a marginalized person because of his
blindness. He was not part of the crowds walking on the road. There were no raised
yellow guides on sidewalks like we are so familiar with here in Japan to help the seeing-
impaired to get around the city. There were no automated voices at road crossings to
help them get across. Their disability caused them to truly be left out of society, begging
on the side of the road. What we will see is that this position of being “by the roadside”
is contrasted with being “on the way” at the end. Way and road are the same word in
Greek, and the whole idea here is that the outsider has become an insider at the end of
the story.

At this point, though, Bartimeus, the outsider hears that Jesus is on his way, and begins
to call out to Jesus. The words he says here are very important. He says, “Jesus, Son of
David, have mercy on me!” Bartimeus’s words here show that he already believes that
Jesus is the Messiah, and he is desperate for the healing that the Messiah can bring
him. Son of David is a term used from at least 100 years before Christ’s birth to



designate the Messiah. Of course, this is based on the covenant that God made with
David where he promised that his descendent would reign on the throne of Israel
forever. 2Samuel 7:16 says, 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure
forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.”” The Jewish people
recognized that it would be a man in David’s lineage that would bring in the Messianic
kingdom and restore the throne of David, so to recognize Jesus as the Son of David was
to recognize his identity as the chosen Savior from God, the Messiah. Even with the
crowd trying to silence his cries, this desperate man continues to cry out. Verse 48
says, 48 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Many times it is desperation that drives our faith. As long as we think we have our lives
handled by our own efforts and abilities, we will reject faith in Jesus Christ, because we
don’t think we need him. But when we reach the end of ourselves, where all of our
efforts have failed, and we realize that nothing in this life can bring us true lasting
healing, in other words when we are desperate, then we can really believe and follow
Jesus. Because he becomes everything to us, when we recognize that the best we can
offer ourselves or to God from our own efforts still falls far short of God’s requirement
of glorifying him perfectly. The weight of our true condition of lostness and sin becomes
real for us. And we accept the words of Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God... The fact that Bartimeus recognized his lack of ability and his need
of God’s intervention is seen in his cry for “mercy.” God’s mercy is His kindness towards
his people. We see his mercy in all the times he intervenes on behalf of his people in the
Bible. And usually when we see God’s mercy it is in the form of another word called
grace. Mercy is God’s kindness, but grace is showing that kindness towards those who
do not deserve it. And the truth is that none of us deserve God’s mercy because of
what Romans 3:23 tells us - that we are sinners. But God chooses to show us his
mercy, to extend grace to us that we do not deserve. And the ultimate and most
wonderful and undeserved way that he demonstrates his mercy and grace towards us is
in salvation. Ephesians 2:8-9 tells us, For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no
one may boast.

The blind man Bartimeus was desperate because of physical blindness, but what most in
this world don’t realize is that we are all desperate because of spiritual blindness caused
by our sin. Even as Christians, we can begin to forget this desperation for God’s grace,
this need of God’s mercy, to overcome our sin that is still present in our lives. That is
how God uses the church and the Holy Spirit in our lives. He continually reminds us
through other people and through the conviction of the Holy Spirit of the sin that we still
need to seek to put to death in our lives through the grace of God extended to us
through Christ Jesus. John Newton, the slave trader who became a follower of Christ
and Pastor and was instrumental in leading the way to the abolishment of slavery in the
British Empire penned the beautiful words that capture the desperate need all of us
have for God’s grace. Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now | see. This is the heart of a man
who never lost sight of his need of God’s grace, and the desperate state that he was in
apart from that grace. This the attitude that we need to cultivate as believers to never
forget our need for grace and our inability to do anything to save ourselves. This is the
state of the blind man, Bartimeus and our state as well.



And we can trust that Jesus will always answer true faith. In verse 49 we read, And
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take
heart. Get up; he is calling you.” You can be certain that if you are crying out the cry of
faith that comes from a heart of desperation at your condition before God, Jesus will
answer you and not reject your show of faith. John 6:37 says, All that the Father gives
me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will never cast out. Notice that this
passage shows coming to Jesus for salvation from both God’s perspective and man’s.
Salvation is from start to finish a work of God. He predestines those he elects by his
sovereign will for salvation. So it is God the Father who causes those he chooses to
come to Jesus. In truth then it is the Father who gives them to Jesus. We call this truth
historically “Irresistable Grace” but a much better term for it is “Effectual Calling.” Those
God has chosen will respond to his grace by turning in faith to Jesus Christ. But from
our perspective it looks like we are choosing to come to Jesus, and we are promised that
Jesus will never turn away or cast aside those who come to him. This is great news for
anyone in here today who is realizing that you need Jesus. That desire is there by God’s
work in your life, and no matter what you have done, Jesus will accept you. All you have
to do is repent of your sin that the Holy Spirit is making you aware of and exercise the
gift of faith he will give you in Jesus Christ.

This was what happened for this man Bartimeus. As soon as he understood that Jesus
was responding to him, his actions were immediate. Verse 50 tells us, And throwing off
his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you
want me to do for you?” And this question that Jesus asks is where we need to pause.
Because it is important for us to see that this is the same question that Jesus asked
James and John just a few verses earlier. In Mark 10:36, Jesus answers James and
John, 36 And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” But after that
question, the two answers differ greatly. When we look at verse 37, here in Mark 10, we
see James and John ask for incredible glory. ...And they said to him, “Grant us to sit,
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory. But here in Mark 10:51,
Bartimeus simply asked for normal health. And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me
recover my sight.” And even in this simple request, we see the man’s faith in who Jesus
is as God. The English obscures the actual respect in this phrase. Rabbi was the
common word for a Jewish teacher and was respectful, but the word used in the original
language here is Rabbouni. It was rarely used to address a person and was reserved
many times for addressing God in prayer. It showed the deep respect and trust he had
in Jesus already, as he looks to him now as his great teacher or master and Lord, even.
Again, we see a blind man who cannot physically see Jesus, but looks at Jesus with eyes
of faith, and fully trusts him as the God who can heal him, not only physically but
spiritually. And it is the spiritual healing that we see Jesus refer to in his response to
Bartimeus in verse 52. And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you
well.” ’'ve mentioned this before, but the word for “well” here is not just physical
wellness. It is the word for “saved” spiritually. So, Jesus was saying, Bartimeus, your
faith has saved you.

And what we see in Bartimeus’s response is that this this healing was far more than
physical. Notice that Jesus said to him, “Go your way...” Bartimeus was free to go
wherever he wanted to go. But what do we see in Bartimeus now that he can see. Verse
52 ends telling us, And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him [Jesus] on



the way. So what way did Bartimeus go? His way was Jesus’s way! The proof of his
faith was that he was now following Jesus. To be a Christian is to be a follower of Christ,
and Bartimeus’s faith resulted in Christ’s way becoming his way - he was a follower!
And this is where it is important to remember where this road is leading that he was now
following Jesus on. This road to Jerusalem was leading to the cross. Unlike James and
John and the other disciples seemed to believe, Jerusalem would not hold a throne but a
cross and a tomb. So this road was a not a path of glory, but a path of suffering. Jesus
has already defined this road as “taking up a cross” to follow him. Mark 8:34 said, “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”
And this leads us to a modern problem, those who proclaim that they have faith, but
show no signs in their life of following Jesus. They want to claim Christ, but not have a
changed life. They have no desire to live a life free from sin. They seek to gratify their
flesh in many of the same way the world around them does, sex, alcohol, food,
entertainment, drugs, money, relationships, or power, and the list could go on. They
have no desire to gather with the people of God in a local church and sit under the
preaching of the Word of God. They do business in their place of employment in exactly
the same way that all their fellow co-workers do. They have no desire to tell others the
great news of the gospel. But they still say they are Christians, and some of us who are
followers of Christ continue to affirm their faith rather than confronting them on the fact
their life shows no sign of it. The truth found in this story of Bartimeus is that faith that
does not lead to discipleship is not saving faith. The Jesus way will become your way
when you really accept Christ as your Lord and Savior. So, the question for us today is
this. Has Jesus changed our life? Are we different as parents, sons, daughters,
husbands, wives, employees, citizens, neighbors and friends because we are following
Jesus and going his way? Finally, knowing where that way is leading, are we willing to
follow him when that road leads to Jerusalem, it leads to a cross, it leads to persecution
and pain and suffering? Will we still be following in his footsteps when the road gets
hard? Next week with the entry into Jerusalem begins the final week, the final exam that
will test who is a real disciple. Will you and | pass that test as a follower of Jesus Christ?
Let’s pray.



