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Mark 9:30-50 The humility of a follower of Christ

Today we are finishing Mark chapter 9 by looking at verses 30-50. At first glance, these
are sort of disconnected events and teachings. But remember, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit who spoke this Word through human writers, nothing is accidental in
what we read. And here, there seem to be clear connections going back to the event
that started this whole chapter - the transfiguration. In the transfiguration, Peter, James
and John got a glimpse of God’s glory, and that taste of God’s glory should change
everything about the focus of their lives, and it does, eventually. But there is still much
growth to happen in the lives of these disciples, these followers of Christ, before Christ
departs the earth. And today, we are in need of growth, and although we should seek
God’s glory as modern day followers of Christ, too many times like these first disciples,
our self-centeredness and pride leads us to glory in our ourselves and our
accomplishments rather than our God. So, like the disciples, we too must be confronted
with our need for humility as a follower of Christ.

Let’s begin by looking at the very first phrase of these 20 verses in Mark 9:30. * They
went on from there and passed through Galilee. Now, most of Jesus’s life and ministry
up to this point has happened in the region of Galilee. You can see the area on the map
near the Sea of Galilee. The events we have read about in Mark have primarily happened
in this Northern region away from Jerusalem that includes Capernaum that will be
mentioned in a couple verses. But after this, there is no more mention of Galilee until the
resurrection happens. After Peter’s declaration of Jesus being the Christ and then the
events of the transfiguration, everything in the book of Mark is continuing to move
towards Jerusalem and the crucifixion. So let’s continue reading and see the discussion
taking place as they traveled. * They went on from there and passed through Galilee.
And he did not want anyone to know, for he was teaching his disciples, saying to

them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill
him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” *But they did not understand
the saying, and were afraid to ask him. So, Jesus is using this time on this journey to
once again tell the disciples explicitly about his coming death and resurrection from the
dead. In fact, it was so important to convey this version of what it meant that he was
the Messiah that he did not want to be interrupted by any other requests from those
outside of their group as they were traveling. Even today, some theologians and Pastors
will focus on different aspects of who Jesus is and why he came. He is our example:--he
showed us how to live, and self sacrificially how to die. Perhaps they will focus on his
miracles and how through Jesus, we too can obtain access to God’s miraculous power.
But Jesus wanted one thing to be clear. He came to die for the sins of the world and
rise again the dead to show that sin and death were defeated. Did the disciples
understand this? No, in fact, as we continue we will see that instead of using the
opportunity to try to understand more about Jesus’s true mission as the Messiah in
dying on the cross in order to take away our sins, they had a different focus of
conversation.

Look at verse 33. * And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” * But they kept silent, for on the
way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. ** And he sat down
and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of
all and servant of all.” What a contrast between Jesus’s humility and the disciples
desire for recognition! This contrast is the key to this passage and really understanding



the events and teaching that follow. In all three predictions of his death, Jesus focuses
on the necessity of being rejected, suffering and dying. In other words, his life’s purpose
as the Messiah was on surrendering his very life for the glory of God and the salvation
of mankind. The disciples on the other hand were focused on fulfilling their lives in the
most human way possible, looking for prestige and human status as the greatest among
their group. Jesus is not saying it is wrong or bad to seek greatness. This is interesting.
He is changing the definition of how you seek greatness, rather than simply saying don’t
seek greatness. Too many times we see this contrast in a sense of our duty rather than
our good and even our joy. But Jesus doesn’t present the life of following Christ in that
way. Jesus presents the life of following Jesus as as a life that is seeking joy, that is
seeking success but in a way that is different and with priorities that are reordered from
the lives of people in the world around us.

Jesus confronting them on what true greatness in the kingdom of God and as a follower
of Christ doesn’t end with his teaching. He gives them a living example of what this
humility looks like in verse 36. *° And he took a child and put him in the midst of them,
and taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives one such child in my
name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”
Jesus sees the presence of a child as an opportunity for application of this idea of
servant leadership. Notice that Jesus is not saying the child is an example of humility.
When you read of another event with a child or possibly the same event through
different eyes in Matthew 18, you might see Jesus as using the child to describe our
humility, but that is not it. Unlike today, children were not looked on as cute, virtuous
kids who are funny and interesting. Home life did not revolve around kids. In fact, until
children were old enough to contribute towards the labor of their families and societies,
they were fairly insignificant - a perfect example of who Jesus means when he talks
about the “last” in verse 35. Until you are willing to be the type of person willing to not
argue about your place in society, but serve the smallest member of that society, the
least in our world, then you will never understand that type of humility that Jesus says
leads to true greatness. So, the point is not, be like a child, but be like Jesus who
embraces the child, the least. Now is this just a nice teaching on humility that has no
bearing on real life? No, in some way most of us at some point are in a position of
leadership. Some of you have leadership positions in the church like our Elders and
Deacons. Some of you are leaders in your jobs, where you supervise others to
accomplish the goal of your work or your employer. As a follower of Christ, the way to
success as a leader is by serving those you lead. That means that our leadership is likely
much different than what is typically seen in most CEO type of people, and those who
climbing the corporate ladder, so to speak. But our identity as a follower of Christ which
we will talk more about in a minute does not end when we walk out of this building. We
take that same humility into the workplace and the home to lead by serving those who
are below us in position. Some of the most effective leaders | have ever had the privilege
to work for understood this principle. Those of us under their leadership were motivated
to work harder to accomplish the mission and purpose because we knew that our boss,
our supervisor, cared about us and our needs. We were not just a means of getting the
job done. Even in church:--since we will see later, Jesus has specifically brother and
sister believers in mind:-- we can begin to treat people as tools to accomplish ministry
rather than image bearers of God who we need to serve and love with humility.



The very next words out of the disciples mouths prove why this concept is important,
and needed to be addressed. If arguing about who was greatest was not enough, look at
their pride take another form in verse 38. * John said to him, “Teacher, we saw
someone casting out demons in your name,” and we tried to stop him, because he was
not following us.” * But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty
work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. **For the one who is
not against us is for us. * For truly, | say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to
drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward. Just as their call to
discipleship was not to human greatness, it was also not to exclusive entitlement to
Christ. Notice what John says, how he words it:-- “we tried to stop him, because he was
not following US. “We were not trying to stop him because he was misusing your name,
Jesus, or attributing works of God to Satan like the Pharisees, but he was not one of
US.” This was all about the disciples and how they viewed their relationship to Jesus. In
their minds, they got to determine who was allowed to be his follower. This is just one
more example of their pride and inflated sense of self-importance. Jesus in his response
of course tells them to not stop him from serving in Jesus’s name, because no one has
exclusive rights to Jesus. If you are following Christ, it is not about physical proximity to
him, but something far more important that he points out to his disciples here but is
easy to miss.

This is one of the rare times that Jesus refers to himself by the term Christ. This is the
term for Messiah, but it is not normal for him to call himself by that term. He tells them
that the service that comes from their primary relationship of belonging to Christ, is
service that gets rewarded by God. This goes back to what Jesus has said about true
greatness as He again flips the world’s idea of greatness on its head. To the world,
what you do to make a name for yourself is what makes you great. But Jesus says, the
most humble of acts done not in our names, but in the name of the one we serve and
follow, Jesus, those acts are rewarded with eternal rewards. And these are not huge
and world shaking acts that are done in Christ’s name. This is giving a cup of water to a
thirsty person because you are showing Christ’s love. So, any act we do because we
belong to Christ does not go unseen or unrewarded by God. This idea of belonging to
Jesus Christ is the the same idea of our identity being “in Christ.” It’s what Romans 8:1
tells us, There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. And
those actions that result from our identity being found in Christ are ones that bring us
the most joy, the most satisfaction. These are the ones we should seek the most. Again,
it is not a stoic duty that we perform. It is actually seeking our own highest reward, but
it is very different than where the world around us would center finding that
satisfaction, that reward, and that joy in life. It is what John Piper has described in his
book “Desiring God” as Christian hedonism, which is summarized in the simple idea that
“God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him.” What that means is that
we find our greatest joy in life by bringing glory to God, so seeking our joy means to
seek God’s glory. So to do our duty to God should actually be thought of as pursuing
our greatest joy and our greatest contentment in this life and and in eternity. This is not
found in the exalting of ourselves, but in humbling ourselves as a follower of Christ who
points people to look at our Lord rather than look at us.

This idea of humble service as a follower of Christ is not just a good idea, but has
serious consequences for those who in their pride would neglect Jesus’s words here.
Look at the last set of verses from Mark 9:42-50. * “Whoever causes one of these little
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ones who believe in me to sin,it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung
around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.  And if your hand causes you to sin,
cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go

to hell,™ to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is
better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. * And if your
eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with
one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, *® ‘where their worm does not die and
the fire is not quenched.” * For everyone will be salted with fire.” * Salt is good, but if
the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves,
and be at peace with one another.” Failure to see issues of pride that result in our
mistreatment of others, especially within the church, as serious sins in God’s eyes can
have eternal consequences. Now can you as a Christian lose your salvation and be sent
to hell for the sin of pride that would hurt someone else by your lack of love for them? |
don’t think that is what this is saying. But it is a warning to us to examine our hearts in
relation to how we treat others, especially in this context, those we may have some form
of influence and authority over. Jesus is making it clear that our relationship with God
and glorifying Him in our humble treatment of others, is more important than even those
parts of us that are most crucial to our life, like our hands, our feet and our eyes. These
three parts of our bodies encompass pretty much all of our outward actions that can be
sinful. Our eyes cover what we see; our hands, what we do; and our feet, where we go.
If in any of those areas we fail to show humble Christlike service which is love to the
least of our brothers and sisters, then we may be causing them to sin rather than
influencing them to be more faithful in their following of Christ.

This ability to influence others to glorify God is what is at the heart of how we treat
others. Christians are to be like salt. While not entirely clear here, fire and salt are
connected by the power they have to purify in the case of fire and preserve in the case
of salt. Christians act as form of preservative or even a flavoring in this world. We are to
live lives that are different from the world around us in what drives us so that our lives
will influence others to glorify God by following Christ. If we don’t do this, if we don’t
treat others with Christlike humility then we are saying by our actions that it is okay with
us that that person is under the wrath of God facing the judgment of hell. It shows that
we think either hell is not real or not significant. But the fact that everyone we interact
with who is without Christ is dying and on their way to the place where the “worm does
not die and the fire is not quenched-:-” should cause us to examine all of our words and
actions toward others and see if they see in us the humility of our savior Jesus Christ.
And our actions within the church to even the least of - these little ones who believe in
me--+ should encourage each other and build each other up in Christlikeness by the way
we serve all who are a brother or sister in Christ. This means that we use words and
actions that show humility and love rather than those that may provoke sinful anger and
division. But it also means that we lovingly and humbly help people move away from their
sin and towards Christ. Because we believe and obey Jesus’s words, “If anyone would
be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” May YIBC be a church of servants who
follow Jesus by serving others. Let’s pray.
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