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Psalm 19 Corporate Worship exalts the Word of God

This week is our third week in Psalms exploring what we can see from these songs and
poems that relate to our corporate worship, and how we worship when we gather as a
church. We have seen already that everything we do in worship should put the focus on
bringing glory to God. Of course the more we realize how great our God is and how
much we owe to him for our salvation and the many blessings of our life, then we pour
out our gratitude to him in generous giving as part of our worship. Today, we want to
look at what should be the most prominent element of our worship if we truly want to
glorify God. The main thing that | want people to say about our worship here is that the
Word of God is front and center throughout our worship service. If our worship is truly
going glorify God then it will exalt the Word of God. That is exactly what we see when
we turn to Psalm 19.

The first line of this Psalm tells us a little about what we are going to read. These
introductory statements are actually part of the original language and not later
additions, so they are part of scripture. The superscription here for this Psalm reads, To
the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. So, we know first of all that this would have been
sung as a song since it was directed to be used by the choirmaster. And we also know
that King David himself wrote this Psalm. These details show us the legitimacy of the
historical details surrounding this Psalm and even lead to trusting the historical place of
the Bible as God’s inerrant Word. But more important to our study today is the focus of
this Psalm which is an exaltation of God’s revelation of himself to human beings and
more specifically, the Word of God we call the Bible. There are three parts to this Psalm
that exalt God’s revelation of himself to us as His creatures. Let’s begin by reading the
first 6 verses of Psalm 19 where we see God’s Natural Revelation of Himself. 19 The
heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. ?Day to
day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. > There is no speech, nor
are there words, whose voice is not heard. * Their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world. In them he has set a tent for the sun, ° which
comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course
with joy. ®Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

This Psalm is all about how God has revealed himself to his creation. The first way that
God reveals himself to the entire earth is through the universe itself. Everyone can look
at the world around them or the canyons below them or the sky above them and see
God revealing himself in the beauty and majesty of his creation. No matter how
advanced humans are, can we create something as majestic as the beauty of Mount Fuiji
or the night sky with millions of points of light from stars we can never reach or the
power and beauty of the ocean waters. In beautiful poetry, David has described this
universe that God created and told us that although it neither uses speech or spoken
words, it still speaks so loud that everyone throughout the world can hear what it says.
And what creation reveals is knowledge from verse 2. That knowledge is knowledge
about God himself, that he exists and that we are accountable to someone who is so
much greater than us that he created us and everything around us in this universe. This
is why the Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul tells us that by God revealing himself in
nature, we are all accountable to him for the sin we have committed against our creator.
Romans 1:19-20 says, For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God
has shown it to them.? For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine



nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things
that have been made. So they are without excuse. If you are here today without having
accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, creation itself is screaming out to you
that there is a God that you are accountable to. There is a God who made you in his own
image, but just like creation suffers because of human sin, our sin has messed up the
image of God in us, but not destroyed it. Romans 3:23 tells us that All of us have sinned
and fallen short of the glory of God. Creation tells us that we are accountable to God for
how we live and therefore accountable for our sin. But only a different more specific way
of God revealing himself reveals God’s plan to save us from that sin.

So, God has also revealed himself through Special Revelation as well. Special
revelation was seen in two different ways. The prophets in the Old Testament receiving
direct messages from God is the first type of special revelation. But those messages
were written down and put together in written form and preserved as the written Word
of God, the Hebrew Bible, and then the gospels and letters were added after Jesus
came and God added the New Testament through those writings. So, the Bible, the
written word of God is the second form of special revelation and the only one available
to us today. It is those Scriptures, that Special Revelation, that David now exalts with
similar beautiful language he used to describe creation. Let’s read verses 7-9 of Psalm
19. "The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple; ®the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; °the fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. There are 5
and possibly 6 different terms that David applies to the Word of God, Law of the Lord,
testimony of the Lord, precepts of the Lord, commandment of the Lord, rules of the
Lord and different but in the same list, the fear of the Lord. Then notice all the words
that he uses to describe the Word of God, what we hold as the Bible. It is perfect:--it is
sure-- it is right--- it is pure--- it is clean--- it is true and it is righteous. This is describing
the written Word of God revealed directly to humans. Since it was given by God himself,
then the written words that result from that revelation of God must reflect the holy,
righteous character of God. And that is exactly what these words tell us. It is why in our
statement of faith, the Baptist Faith and Message the first statement on the Word of
God says, The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of
Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author,
salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore,
all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. There are no errors in Scripture. Of course
time has brought in some differences between the thousands of copies of the originals,
but almost all of those differences can be explained and reconciled. And of course as
the original Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek is translated into other languages, there are
differences in how each group of translators chooses to translate words and concepts
into various languages. But at its very core the Bible is the completely trustworthy
revealed Word of God that is without error and completely authoritative in every part of
life.

On first reading those words used to describe the Bible, you may get the picture that
the Bible then is just a list of rules, do this and don’t do this. But we have already
established that the Bible, the Word of God is God revealing to us in a direct way who
God is. So, there is more to this book than rules. This book revives the soul, gives
wisdom when we need it, brings joy to our soul, and opens our eyes to the truth. This is



not at all the description of a list of rules. This is what comes from the subjects of a king
reading the proclamation from their great and powerful ruler who can protect their
country from the attacks of an enemy. It is what results from reading a letter from a
Father to his children to encourage them throughout their lives, and show them how
much he cares for them. It is what we experience when we read the love letter of a
husband to his wife. And it is the hope, the joy, the wisdom, that we get from a Creator
revealing himself to the creatures he created to bring him glory. This Word tells us how
we do that, how we bring glory to God. Nature has already shown us that we are
accountable to our Creator God, but the Bible shows us that that “---God so loved the
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life.” (John 3:16). If we really understand what this Bible is that we have,
then the fear of God, our honor and respect and obedience to God would increase the
more we are in this Word. But the Word of God only becomes our hope, joy, wisdom and
path through life when we have the Holy Spirit abiding in us and applying it to our lives.
John 14:26 talks about the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit. But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to
your remembrance all that | have said to you. The Bible tells us that we receive the Holy
Spirit when we respond to God’s revelation of his love for us, the message of Jesus
Christ. That is seen in John 3:16. Jesus not only saves us from sin, but sends the Holy
Spirit to those who believe in him. Romans 8:9 says, You, however, are not in the flesh
but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. So, when we open the Word of God to read it,
God reveals himself through that glorious word to us by the power of his Holy Spirit.
Understanding the significant nature of His Word and how he speaks to us should bring
in our hearts the same response David has as this Psalm ends.

Look at verses 10-14 where we see Our Response to God’s Revelation of himself.
“More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb. ' Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in
keeping them there is great reward. > Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent
from hidden faults. '* Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not
have dominion over me! Then | shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
'*Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. The first response we should have to the word of
God is to desire it. But notice this desire, and how strong it is. The desire for the Word
of God, so we can know God more, is to be desired in the same way that most people
desire money. For most people, whether rich, poor or somewhere in between, the desire
for money is strong, and a normal and good desire in many cases. It is good and normal
to want money to take care of your family, and to make sure you have a place to live.
But this isn’t just money, it’s gold, and it’s fine gold. It’s gold that you want to wear as a
beautiful necklace or even a treasured ring or family heirloom. But God’s word is also
like honey. It is sweet to the taste and refreshing to our souls. But that sweetness is not
just in comfort, that sweetness from God’s Words comes from correction and warning.

2Timothy 3:16-17 says, 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. The work of God’s Word is to
shape us to be complete in Jesus Christ. And this is hot something to be avoided but to
be looked at as gold and honey because the correction we receive from God’s Word



draws us closer to Christ. Sin is what prevents us from becoming more like Christ. Isaiah
59:2 tells us, but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and
your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. And Psalm 66:18
says, If | had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. So if we
are truly going to glorify God in our hearts then we must regularly deal with the problem
of sin in our lives that remains even as a follower of Christ. And again this Psalm points
us to the fact that it is God’s Word that is our weapon in that war against sin. Verse 13
of Psalm 19 makes that clear::"*Keep back your servant also from presumptuous

sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then | shall be blameless, and innocent of
great transgression. It is the consistent application of the Word of God to our lives that
roots out the sin. The New Testament describes the Bible as a sword that can penetrate
us and remove what needs to be removed. This is the work of sanctification. The
process of making of holy. You could think of it as a surgeon’s scalpel removing the
cancerous tumor of sin from our soul. Hebrews 4:12 says, For the word of God is living
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Finally, based on an understanding of how God reveals himself to us through the
General revelation of Creation and the Special Revelation of the Word of God that
results in God’s powerful work of sanctification in our lives, David cries out in verse 14,
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Through the powerful Word of God, we get to know
our God intimately as he has revealed himself to us. And the more we get to know him,
the more we understand how deeply we need him, both as our strength and more
importantly as our redeemer from the sin that is naturally present in us before we know
Christ and fights for our attention even after we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Savior. Only with Christ as our Lord and Savior, our redeemer, living through us, are we
able to see God’s word change our hearts so that our thoughts words and actions
reflect Jesus, our redeemer. What does all this mean for our corporate worship service?
The worship of our God to give glory to him and him alone is the reason we gather. And
as we have seen from Psalm 19, our God speaks to us directly and primarily through His
Word, the Bible, so the effect of that is that corporate worship that glorifies God must
contain and exalt the Word of God itself. So, we read the Word, we sing the Word, we
preach expositionally and systematically through the Word, we teach and disciple people
to know Christ through the Word, and we offer hope through counseling people on how
to apply the Word of God to life’s problems. And as we do this, we become a people of
the Book whose words of our mouths and meditations of our hearts are acceptable in
God’s sight, who is our rock and our redeemer. Let’s pray.



