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Psalm 112 Corporate Worship includes Giving to God

Let me ask you a question. If you really enjoy doing something, how much are you willing
to spend to do that? | have personally a few times spent large amounts of money for
Beth and | to eat at incredible restaurants which many people would consider a waste of
our money. | know people who save up for a year so they can go to Disney World. But
its not just entertainment, for those who value a degree from an ivy league college, they
will spend whatever money it costs to go to that type of school. We give to what we
value. Last week, | mentioned that giving was many times connected to worship in the
Bible. And | want to connect those dots even more with another Psalm that connects
generosity in giving with worship of God. Psalm 112 shows us that to really worship will
include giving to God. Let’s begin by just reading the psalm. Praise the Lord! Blessed is
the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in his commandments! 2 His offspring
will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. 3 Wealth and
riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. 4 Light dawns in the
darkness for the upright; he is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 5 It is well with the man
who deals generously and lends; who conducts his affairs with justice. 6 For the
righteous will never be moved; he will be remembered forever. 7 He is not afraid of bad
news; his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord. 8 His heart is steady; he will not be afraid,
until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. 9 He has distributed freely; he has given to
the poor; his righteousness endures forever; his horn is exalted in honor. 10 The wicked
man sees it and is angry; he gnashes his teeth and melts away; the desire of the wicked
will perish!

The first verse sets the stage of who is being described in this Psalm. It also sets the
stage by showing us that whatever we see about this person, it glorified God. So this
Psalm begins, Praise the Lord!. Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly
delights in his commandments! There are two statements made about this man, and of
course, this could be taken as person, man or woman - and both of these statements
are important. The first statement says this person fears the Lord. Now there should be
a response of genuine fear in the way we normally think of it by those who have not
accepted God’s salvation offered through God the Son, Jesus Christ, because they
remain under God’s judgement. But this is not the fear of a Christian. The fear of a
Christian is a reverence and honor that we give to God. It is taking him and everything
about him seriously. It is looking at the first 3 of the 10 commandments and carefully
considering what they tell us about God “You shall have no other gods before me:--You
shall not make for yourself a carved image or any other likeness of a god:--and you shall
not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.” These speak to the high honor and
place of reverent devotion that God should have in our lives. God is hot someone to be
taken for granted or brought down to our level. We are to fear the Lord! But then there
is a second statement made about this person. He or she greatly delights in His [God’s]
commandments. One aspect of fearing and honoring God is to obey him. But you can
obey and do it out of a sense of duty or even emotional fear, and not find joy in what
you are doing. But to be a truly blessed person, one who God pours out his favor on
requires more than dutiful obedience, it requires an attitude of delight in doing those
things. So rather than an attitude of “| have to do that,” our attitude becomes “I get to
do that.” | get the privilege of serving God and obeying him. In John 14:21, Jesus shows
us this connection between joyful obedience and God’s blessing. He says, 21Whoever
has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will
be loved by my Father, and | will love him and manifest myself to him. So, Jesus



promises to be present with or to manifest himself to those who obey him. And when we
look Psalm 16:11, it tells us in part that, in your presence there is fullness of joy. So, we
are told that we should delight, and take joy in obedience. And the way that happens is
that as we are obedient, we are promised God’s presence, which bring complete and full
joy to our lives. Everything else in this Psalm comes from this idea of delighting in God’s
commands.

Look at verse 2. 2 His offspring will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright
will be blessed. If the people of God, Christians, would do just one thing, delight in
obeying God’s commands, it would make a difference in every area of life that we
connect with. This means that it would make a difference in our church, but also in our
homes and in our cities and even in our nation. That is what we see as these verses
continue. The Blessed person who honors God by delighting in obeying his commands,
will make an impact on the area around him. He will be “mighty in the land.” And we see
the blessing here go from the area around him such as nation and city to home. Future
generations of his children will be blessed through their parents obedience. Do we really
want to make a difference for God and see his glory spread through Japan? Then all of
us who know Jesus Christ need to do one thing - delight in God’s commands:--find our
joy in obeying our Creator and living for the one who died on the cross to pay the
penalty for our sins. Our obedient life blesses those around us as the glory of God is
displayed through our obedient life. But then we see another blessing to this blessed
person that is more personal to himself. Verse 3 says, 3 Wealth and riches are in his
house, and his righteousness endures forever. Does this mean obedience brings financial
wealth? That is what many prosperity gospel preachers would have you believe. But this
is not teaching automatic wealth for obedience in some sort of transactional business
sense that you are purchasing God’s blessing by obedience. Instead it is pointing to the
truth that God will bless those who are obedient to him and part of that blessing is
materially. The fact that the material wealth and blessing is paired with the spiritual
blessing of righteousness is very important, though. The importance of the pairing of
them is to see the difference. The wealth and riches are not eternal or permanent, but it
is righteousness that endures forever. That puts a different focus on riches and material
wealth. The one who delights in the Lord is seeking the eternal blessing of rightousness
that comes through obedience to God rather than the temporary benefit that may come
in seeking to hold on to these riches. As verse 4 ends this section, it wraps up the first
part of this Psalm by showing us that this blessing has been a gift from God. In other
words, this final verse shows that these verses are describing God’s generosity
towards those who are obedient to him. Verse 4 says, Light dawns in the darkness for
the upright; he is gracious, merciful, and righteous. It is God’s generosity, it is his grace,
that has brought those blessings into the life of the one who is blessed. The wealth is
not ours to hold onto as if it is from our own effort and the righteousness is not ours
either. The wealth is God’s. Psalm 50:10 says, For every beast of the forest is mine, the
cattle on a thousand hills. And in response to what he had on this earth, the apostle Paul
responded with the incredible words of Philippians 3:8-9. 8 Indeed, | count everything as
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake |
have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that
depends on faith— Paul didn’t care about wealth or possessions because the far greater
gift was the gift of imputed righteousness. God puts within those of us who put our faith



in Jesus Christ, his righteousness. In exchange for Jesus taking our sins on the cross,
when we accept him as our Lord and Savior, we are given his righteousness. It is
imputed or put within us.

So it is neither our wealth or our righteousness, and this is reflected in verse 5, where
we see human generosity in giving in response to God’s generosity toward us. Verse 5
says, 5 It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; who conducts his affairs
with justice. The man or woman who is blessed by God recognizes that blessing and
delights in the Lord and God’s commands by giving generously and willingly helping
others through making loans, and dealing honestly with others. This is where we begin
to see the idea that worship of God will include generous giving. Our lives have been
changed by the righteousness of Christ that we have been given. And that means that
we hold the things of this world loosely and express that loose hold in generous giving.
Too many times, our lack of generosity, our lack of giving is really driven by a lack of
trust in God. But the blessed person who gives generously can do this because their
faith in God creates a security and a hope in their life that is unexplainable to most
people. Verses 6-7 explain this. 6 For the righteous will never be moved; he will be
remembered forever. 7 He is not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, trusting in

the Lord. Godliness and even godly living as shown by generous giving does not insulate
us from bad news and bad things. But when those things come, we have a solid rock to
hold onto according to Psalm 18:2. The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my
deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold. Nothing can shake the one who delights in God’s commands,
because the more we know God and obey God, the stronger our trust in him becomes.
Generous giving is natural, because our trust is not in money, its in the One who gives
us the resources in the first place. We have a confidence described in verse 8. 8 His
heart is steady; he will not be afraid, until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. By
trusting in the Lord, by putting our faith in Jesus Christ, our greatest problem of sin has
already been solved. Through Jesus, we are counted among the righteous and can be
steady and secure in the knowledge of our salvation. In the end everyone, including
those who reject Jesus in this life will acknowledge Jesus as Lord. Philippians 2:10-11
says, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father. In the end the blessed man who delights in God’s commands will see
any enemies that result from obeying God here on earth overcome, through God’s work,
and not our own effort.

Again, this trust in God that is available to those who are righteous and blessed leads to
giving in verse 9. 9 He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; his righteousness
endures forever; his horn is exalted in honor. Christian giving is giving that is based on
all that we have been given in Christ. So, we do it freely and generously, and give it to
the least among us. In the New Testament, those collections of offerings are done
through the church. And the book of James in the New Testament commends helping
those who are most in need of help. James 1:27 says, 27 Religion that God our Father
accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. So does our giving to the church
help us look after orphans widows and poor. It does, through our events we hold that
support places like Aejian home for children. It does through giving to our benevolence
offering. Your giving through the church toward the money we send to the Cooperative



Program of the Southern Baptist Convention supports even worldwide relief efforts like
Send Relief. Ultimately, the greatest need that everyone has that affects rich and poor
alike is for their sin to be forgiven. Your giving through the church makes our efforts at
telling people the good news of Jesus Christ possible.

As this Psalm ends, we see one final motivation for giving, and it is greatest one. This
world is coming to an end, and all of the things that we take the most pleasure in and try
to hold onto the hardest will be gone. Verse 10 says, 10 The wicked man sees it and is
angry; he gnashes his teeth and melts away; the desire of the wicked will perish! Any
successes the wicked, those who are not righteous, have are only short lived. They will
“melt away.” There is a coming final judgement, and the question will be at that time, are
you among the righteous? The only way that you will be declared righteous is through
Jesus Christ. If you have been declared righteous because of Jesus, then you should be
delighting in God’s commands and in God himself for all that he has done for you. This
delight should lead to giving. This is not a sermon on giving a tithe of 10% or any
specific amount, but it is pointing out that our God who saves us through Jesus Christ is
worth more than all the material wealth he himself has given us. That should lead us to
give generously to support his work in this world through his church. Our lives should be
changed as we give all of ourselves to glorifying God who we take all our delight and joy
in. This delight in him grows and therefore our giving grows, the more we look at Jesus
and trust in him with every aspect of our lives, rather than in our bank account or our
abilities or our education or anything else that we admire and delight in rather than
Christ.

At the end of the 19th century in London, there was a young lady named Lilias Trotter.
She was an aspiring artist, and actually was on her way to becoming quite famous had
she pursued that course full time for the passion of her life. John Ruskin, the English
writer and art historian believed that she was among the best he had every met and
offered to guide her career into the upper levels of the art world if she let him, and
devote herself fully to art. However, Lilias also loved Jesus and spent much of her time
doing ministry with the prostitutes and outcasts of society in London. When asked to
give up this ministry, move to the countryside and focus on art, she made the difficult
decision that nothing in her life was worth more to her than serving Jesus. She rejected
Ruskin’s offer and ended up moving to North Africa in 1889 and spending the next 40
years of her life in obscurity to most of the world telling Arab women in Algiers and the
surrounding areas about Jesus. In 1922, a lady named Helen Lemmel read a poem
Trotter had written called Focussed, and heard the story of her giving up everything to
follow Jesus to one of the most unreached areas of the world. From hearing that story
and based on that poem, Helen Lemmel wrote the words of this beautiful hymn. Turn
your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will
grow strangely dim, In the light of His glory and grace. Will you turn your eyes to
Jesus, look to him-:- and trust him with not only your giving but your entire life? Let’s

pray.



