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Mark 6:7-13 The Apostles’ First Mission

Good morning, church. It is a joy to open up God’s Word again with you this morning. We
will be continuing our study of the gospel of Mark. In the past months, we have been following
the ministry of Jesus: healing the sick, casting out demons, calming a stormy sea, and even
bringing back a young girl to life. Today we will witness something new—a development in
Jesus’ ministry and proclamation of his kingdom. We will find that in our text this morning,
Mark 6:7-13. It is a short text so let us first read it in full. 7 And he called the twelve and
began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He
charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money
in their belts— 9 but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 10 And he said to them,
“Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 11 And if any place will
not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on
your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went out and proclaimed that people
should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick
and healed them.”

Up until this point, Jesus has been the only one who has been teaching and preaching,
performing the miracles of healing and casting out of demons. Now, we see him finally calling
and sending out the twelve disciples he appointed and named as apostles or “ones who are
sent.” Remember, we read back in Mark 3:13-15: 13 And he went up on the mountain and
called to him those whom he desired, and they came to him. 14 And he appointed twelve
(whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he might send them out
to preach 15 and have authority to cast out demons. These special twelve at this point have
spent enough time with Jesus, hearing his teaching and message, witnessing his miracles.
The moment has come for Jesus to send them out in their first mission. Notice verse 7
includes the word “began”: Jesus began to send them out. What we see here is Jesus’ plan
in calling these twelve starting to unfold. This is the apostles’ first mission. Here is a
beginning—a new phase in the ministry of Jesus and his disciples. Today, we will look at
three points about this first mission given to the apostles: (1) what was the mission, (2) how
was the mission fulfilled, and (3) what was the impact of the mission. After answering each
question, we will see how each one relates and applies to us as well as disciples of Jesus.
Then we'll conclude by focusing on what | think this whole passage actually points to—what
this first mission given to the apostles is all about. And it might not be so obvious at first
reading, so hopefully | will able to convince you once you also see it.

So first, what was the mission? We read: Jesus 7 began to send them out two by two, and
gave them authority over the unclean spirits. Notice that Mark cared enough to include the
detail of being sent out “two by two” or in pairs. So we can imagine the twelve apostles being
divided into six pairs, each one going with a partner. They were neither to go alone nor as a
whole group of twelve; rather they were to go by twos. This follows the Old Testament
requirement of having at least two witnesses. Deuteronomy 19:15: A single witness shall not
suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that
he has committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a
charge be established. The law of Israel required the consistent and faithful testimony of at
least two persons. Following that ancient principle, Jesus sends the apostles as his own
witnesses, two by two. They were to proclaim Jesus and preach his message of faith and
repentance, the good news of the kingdom. In addition to that, Jesus gave them authority
over the unclean spirits. The word “authority” here includes the idea of having power. The
apostles were not only given a message but the authority and power to authenticate them
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as true messengers. They will begin doing things that up until this point only Jesus has been
able to do. As we have seen earlier, this has been Jesus’ plan all along in calling the twelve.

So to answer the first question: what was the apostles’ first mission? Their mission was to
go proclaim Jesus and fully rely on God. What we see in verses 8 to 11 are very specific
instructions regarding their first assignment. Jesus gives them detailed directions on how
they should go about their mission. There are two parts to it: the first deals with what they
could bring in their missionary travel. Verses 8-9: 8 He charged them to take nothing for their
journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9 but to wear sandals
and not put on two tunics. So they could only bring a walking staff, one pair of sandals, and
one tunic or coat. This means they were going to walk a certain distance but are not expected
to sleep outside as to require another coat for the cold night. Only one coat during the day
is enough. They needed nothing else—no bread, no bag, and no money since it would be
short and temporary. More importantly, Jesus expects the apostles will be provided for. This
connects to the second part which instructs them where to go and how to deal with the two
kinds of responses they will encounter. Verses 10-11: 10 And he said to them, “Whenever
you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 11 And if any place will not receive
you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as
a testimony against them.” They would not need to bring food, money, and more protection
for the night because those will be provided for them in the village or town they visit. Just
like the prophets of old like Elijah and Elisha, they will be relying on the hospitality of some
to whom they will be preaching God’s message. And so when a house welcomes them,
implying acceptance and belief in their message, the apostles were instructed to stay there
until their mission is done. That house will act like their base while fulfilling their mission in
that place. But if a household rejects them, meaning they would not receive and listen to
their message, then Jesus told them to leave. Jesus even told them, “When you leave, shake
off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” This act symbolized that the
apostles have done their part. Those people who reject them and their message will remain
unclean and under divine judgment. After that, the apostles should move on to the next
house or even the next village. So this is how the they were to conduct their first mission.

Now we may stop here and ask ourselves: do these instructions also apply to us? In one
sense, they don’t since they were specifically given only to the twelve apostles in their first-
century Palestine setting. We don’t need a walking staff when we travel by car, train, bike,
or even when we walk down on the street. The instruction to wear only one coat instead of
two does not really apply to us anymore. In the society and culture we live in, we cannot
simply enter somebody’s house and expect them to feed us and let us stay for one night or
more. And yet, the timeless command to fully rely on God especially in doing the mission He
has given us still apply to us. Our task is the same: to go and proclaim the gospel fully relying
on God. First, we are to proclaim Jesus, the good news of salvation, his message of faith
and repentance, and his kingdom. Have we proclaimed the gospel to our unbelieving family,
friends, neighbors, coworkers, classmates? Have we shared the good news of Jesus to
those who have not heard of it? And when we do, do we proclaim the message consistently,
completely, and clearly? The message given to us includes both the bad news of sin and
rebellion, and the good news of grace, mercy, and salvation. It includes both the reward of
believing and repenting, and the consequences of rejecting and remaining in unbelief and
sin. While we do not have to shake off the dust from our feet anymore, we are expected to
clearly lay out the Christian message for all to hear and to respond to. Do we shy away from
talking about condemnation and hell? Are we somehow ashamed or scared to tell people
that God will punish those who reject Him and remain as unrepentant sinners? Those who
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are not yet saved need to hear about their present state and destiny, and we need to point
them to Christ as the only way of redemption. Second, we who are also given a mission fully
rely on God for His guidance, provision, and strength. We also entrust the results to Him.
That’s what we will see next.

So we see the mission has been given, the instructions are set. We proceed to ask our
second question: how was the mission fulfilled? The mission was fulfilled by the apostles
through their simply trusting and obeying Jesus. We read the simple description of this
in verses 12-13: 12 So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 13 And they
cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. The
apostles believed and trusted their master. They obeyed Him and went out. They did what
they were already equipped and commanded to do by their great Teacher: they called people
to repent, they cast out demons, and healed the sick. They proclaimed the name of Jesus
and preached belief in Him since that is the only way their demons can be cast out and their
sicknesses can be healed. What is new and amazing in their fulfilment of this first mission is
that they were able to do it without the bodily presence and physical activity of Jesus. They
completely trusted Jesus’ word and power, and they simply obeyed.

Like the apostles, we should trust our master Jesus and obey His commands. Whether that
is to love God above all things, to love our neighbor as ourselves, or even to love our
enemies and those who persecute us. Whether it is to do the will of the Father, to lay up
treasures in heaven, or to go and make disciples. These commands are not limited to just
the four gospels, Paul's and Peter’s and James’ and John’s commands are also God'’s and
Christ's commands. Are we continually trusting the whole of God’s Word and obeying it? Are
we intentionally and actively pursuing faithful obedience in our lives? Are we going out and
fulfilling the mission Christ has given us as individual Christians and as a local church here
in Yokohama and in Japan? We must follow the example of the apostles on how they fulfilled
their first mission. We must trust and obey.

We proceed to our third and last question: what was the impact of the mission? What was
the apostles’ first mission results? Again, we read in verse 13: And they cast out many
demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. The impact of the
mission is evidenced by people experiencing freedom and the name of Jesus being
known. The apostles, through their Christ-given message, authority, and power, were able
to free people from the bondage of unclean spirits and illnesses. Notice the emphasis here
on “many” in contrast to the “few” Jesus laid his hands on in Nazareth. We look back in that
previous section where Jesus was described in verses 5-6: he could do no mighty work there,
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And he marveled
because of their unbelief. But here we see the apostles healing many—doing mighty work.
This could never mean Jesus was becoming less powerful or somehow limited compared to
his disciples. It could only mean Jesus chooses to work only through faith and not unbelief.
And the apostles certainly recognized this as they saw their mission results. It was still Jesus’
own power manifested through them that delivered people from evil. They knew it was
because of Jesus, and Him they proclaimed. We know this for sure because the next verse
to our passage reads: 14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. The
name of Jesus had become more famous as the result of the apostles casting out demons
and healing the sick. The more people were liberated, the more Jesus’ fame grew and His
name spread. The apostles were used by God to bring about these results.



How about us? Do we pray and seek for the freedom of those around us from the slavery of
sin and death? When was the last time you were moved to compassion and prayer for those
who are lost spiritually? When was the last time God used you to bring someone to salvation
in Christ? We must desire and seek the Lord for the redemption of our unsaved loved ones,
and be actively willing to be used by God for it. Ultimately, we want to glorify Jesus in our
own mission. Like the apostles, we have been given a very similar mission in a very similar
way: Matthew 28:18-20: 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to
observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the
age.” Our desire to make disciples is part of our desire to ultimately honor Christ and to
spread the worship of His name.

As we conclude today’s message, we may come to think that this passage in Mark we looked
at is mainly about the apostles, about disciples like us. Yes, it is the apostles’ first mission.
But do not miss it! The apostles’ first mission ultimately points to Jesus, the One who
gives, enables, empowers, and ensures the mission. He is the Son of Man and the Son of
God who possesses all authority and power. While this whole passage introduced a
development in Jesus’ ministry, giving a preview into the future body of Christ—the church,
it remains all about Him. It was not the name of the apostles that became known, it was
Jesus’ name. The apostles did not preach about themselves—they called people to
repentance and belief in Jesus. They cast out demons and healed the sick by the authority
and power of Jesus’ name. They did not praise themselves for such a great work—they knew
perfectly well this was not their own. It all came through the power of their master Jesus—
who is Himself God Almighty. Down in verse 30 we would read: 30 The apostles returned to
Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. Brothers and sisters, may we be like
the apostles returning to Jesus, always pointing ourselves and others to Him, and bringing
all the glory only to His name. May we all do this until Christ returns.

Let us pray.



