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Mark 6:1-6 Familiarity Breeds Contempt

There is an English phrase that is often used that is the title | chose for this sermon,
“familiarity breeds contempt.” And in the events of our passage today, Jesus
experiences this phenomenon where those who are most familiar with His life are the
most skeptical of his identification as the Messiah and His ministry. We are starting
Mark chapter 6 today, and we will look at verses 1-6 where we see this negative
reaction to Jesus’s ministry. We need to know as we read this section which town it is
talking about. In Matthew, we are told that Jesus grew up in a city called Nazareth.
Matthew 2:23 says, And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. If you
look on the screen, | marked Nazareth with the red dot up by the Sea of Galilee, also
called the sea of Tiberias, and the major city of Jerusalem by a green dot. It was in that
town of Nazareth that Jesus grew up, and it was that town of Nazareth in the far north
of Israel that Jesus now returns to with his disciples. Let’s read what happens when the
local boy returns home as a man.

He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed

him.2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him
were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom
given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? °Is not this the carpenter,
the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his
sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. * And Jesus said to them, “A
prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his
own household.” ®* And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands
on a few sick people and healed them. ® And he marveled because of their unbelief. And
he went about among the villages teaching.

The first event we see in this passage is that Jesus comes home. As we read this
account in the Bible of Jesus’s visit to his hometown, we need to understand what this
city is like. Don’t picture a big city. This is a tiny little town. It is basically unknown in any
literature from that time, and if Jesus had not grown up there, it would have likely been
lost to time. It was essentially an obscure village of houses basically built into about sixty
acres of rocky hillside. There were likely only 500 or less people that lived in the entire
city. In a town this small, everyone would have known everyone else. So when Jesus
arrives back home, it is to many people who clearly have known him from his earliest
childhood, and seem to still know and be connected with his earthly family. Notice their
words in verse 3, °Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and
Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” Sometimes we have
a far too Roman Catholic influenced view of Jesus rather than a Biblical view of Jesus.
Due to the influence of Roman Catholic teaching on the perpetual virginity of Mary, |
think many Christians fail to realize just how normally human Jesus’s upbringing was. He
had brothers and sisters, actually half brothers and sisters, but a normal family with
mom, dad and siblings. Mary and Joseph did not remain celebate after Jesus was born.
They had a normal marriage relationship that produced at least 4 boys in addition to
Jesus and sisters as well. Jesus even learned a trade as would have been expected of
Jewish boys. He learned the trade of his father Joseph, that of a carpenter. But notice
here in their words that the people hearing Jesus leave Joseph out. This seems to be
intentional in how Peter shares this account through Mark. In the two other places in the
gospels where we read about this event, Joseph is mentioned. Matthew 15:55-56 says,
Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers



James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? And in
Luke 4:22 the listeners ask, “Is not this Joseph's son?” So why leave out Joseph here?

The answer lies in the second part of this event, which is the people’s reaction to
Jesus’s teaching. Verse 2 begins, And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the
synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished-:- When we look back at Mark
1:22, we see the same response by those hearing Jesus. 22 And they were astonished
at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.
These may be the same words, but they are two very different responses. In Mark 1,
the people’s astonishment was in a positive way. “Look how incredibly powerful this
teaching is that is different than our religious leaders!” But here in Mark 6, the
astonishment is negative. “Who is this guy who thinks he has the authority to teach us?”
Going back to why Joseph was left out, it is connected to their response to Jesus. In
normal Jewish practice, you would say someone was the son of their father, not their
mother. And indeed as we saw in Matthew and Luke some no doubt responded in that
way. But it seems like a significant number of listeners called him the son of Mary, which
was not intended as a compliment but actually rather an insult by saying his mother
instead of his father. When we read the end of verse 2, into verse 3, we see this
response of rejection clearly. “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom
given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? °Is not this the carpenter,
the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his
sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. The Nazarenes were actually
offended at his teaching because they believed him to be unqualified to teach them
anything or to even do miracles in God’s name. After all, he is just a carpenter and the
son of a carpenter. We don’t need to listen to him.

Isn’t this similar to the response some people have to Jesus today? Jesus didn’t create a
philosophically deep religious system and intricate patterns of worship. He didn’t try to
put himself on a higher spiritual plane in some metaphysical way. In other words they
reject the message of the gospel because we worship a man who died on a cross, rather
than a man who led us to deeper spiritual practices. Jesus is not sophisticated enough
for many people. Look at the beliefs and practices of most major world religions. Take,
for example, the requirements of Buddhism. There are 5 precepts, which form the basis
for the 8 fold path or practices that lead to enlightenment. Hinduism with its untold
thousands of false gods has a religious path for followers that says the true way of life
is found in 5 core principles and lived out by following a set of 10 disciplines made up of
5 public or political “yamas” or vows and 5 personal vows or “niyamas.” Contrary to
those involved systems and every other false teaching, Jesus says in John 11:25, “l am
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live---”
This is the simplicity of the gospel. It is the simple message of repentance from sin and
belief in him that he preached to these people at Nazareth who knew him well, but would
not listen to such a simple message. They wanted the scholarly rabbis, not this common
man.

But then finally, we also see the third part of this event which is Jesus’s response.
Before this, we have been told by the writer Mark that crowds were amazed at Jesus’s
authority, but now Jesus is amazed at their disbelief. Verse 6 says, ° And he marveled
because of their unbelief. There are two reactions Jesus has. First, verses 4-5 tell us,
* And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and



among his relatives and in his own household.” * And he could do no mighty work there,
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. He simply states a
truth | think most of us can relate to. No matter how important you get to be as a
person when you return home to your family, they are not calling you by your title, they
are calling you by your nickname you have had since you were a child. There are people
at my mom’s church who had me in their school, Sunday School and AWANA classes
when | was in Elementary school in the 80’s, and to those folks | will always be Benjie
Howard. When his majesty the Emperor Naruhito goes to see his parents, the Emperor
Emeritus, I’'m certain they don’t call him, TENNOU HEIKA (KRERET), but rather his name
they have called him from birth. And that familiarity with Jesus is not the real problem,
but their lack of faith in him. They rejected him, so they failed to see him do any work,
not just spiritually, but even the physical miracles that he was doing regularly
everywhere else.

But secondly, we need to see that Jesus responded at the end of verse 6 by simply
continuing on his way and fulfilling the purpose he had on earth. And he went about
among the villages teaching. We should not let the unbelief of those we are sent to with
the message of Jesus deter us or cause us to quit doing what God has called us to do.
Now of course this is Jesus, and we are not. But too many times, we are rejected when
we share Christ and it keeps us silent at other times because we don’t like the
experience of that rejection. Jesus was soundly rejected, and he still faced the ultimate
rejection of being placed on a cross and murdered which he knew would eventually
come. And yet, his response was simply to keep going, to keep teaching the people
about who he was and preaching the good news that repenting of sins and believing in
Him would save them from their sins. | want to draw some conclusions from this
passage, but before we move on from what happens in the events, it is important to ask
why would Jesus be marveling because of their unbelief? Jesus was God, surely he knew
they would not believe. The teaching of Scripture is clear that Jesus is both fully God,
but also fully human. The people in the town of Nazareth saw the fully human part, but
completely rejected and missed the part that was his divinity. While it is really
incomprehensible to our human understanding, it does seem at times in the gospels that
part of Jesus being fully human is that he willingly does not have full omniscience that he
can exercise as God. Omniscience is the attribute of God as knowing everything in all its
details. Jesus as fully divine and fully human has both an infinite divine mind and a finite,
human mind. That finite human mind does not have the omniscient knowledge that his
divine mind would have. So, we must carefully affirm that in some way the two natures
of Christ voluntarily limit his knowledge in his human mind. Of course, he has complete
knowledge of his coming death and resurrection as we will see in coming chapters, so
clearly Jesus exercises omniscience when he desires to.

The primary point in this passage is that salvation is not our doing, so no one can
predict who will be saved, who will become a follower of Jesus. The demon possessed
man in Gadara became a follower of Jesus, but those who knew him best and had every
opportunity to believe rejected him. Salvation is God’s work, not ours, and only he knows
who he has chosen to save. It seems possible that even Jesus did not exercise his divine
knowledge to know that information in this case. We must simply continue to be faithful
to our calling as disciples of Jesus to share Christ’s message with those God brings into
our lives, and not be stopped in that by others rejection of our message. But as we
continue in that faithfulness to preach the message of the gospel, there are two dangers



that present themselves in this passage that we need to be aware of. Both of these
dangers have direct application to our church and life today. One is that exposure to
Jesus and the gospel are not in themselves a guarantee of faith in Jesus Christ. In
fact, many times, it can seem that people are almost driven away from Christ by so
much exposure to him. There are cultures in some countries where Easter and
Christmas are national holidays because of a historic respect or even a state religion of
Christianity, and yet there is as much lostness and lack of true Christian faith in Jesus
Christ as anywhere else in the world. As many Christian parents can attest, there are
plenty of children who grow up in church seeing God’s work first hand, and yet never
truly repent of their sin and believe in Jesus as their Savior. Just as being born in a
country that recognizes Christianity in some sort of official way, or being baptized as a
baby, does not save you, our children are not Christians because they come to church
and hear about Jesus. And one of the biggest dangers presented in this passage in
Mark is that you can be around Jesus a lot, and completely miss the gospel that he
preached and the reason he came and died and rose - for your sin.

The second danger lies in how the people of Nazareth viewed Jesus himself or maybe
it is better to say, how they missed truly seeing Jesus. The problem with the people of
Nazareth is that all they could see of Jesus was that he was ONLY a carpenter. He was
ONLY a son of Mary. He was just another of the village kids who grew up left town and
returned for a visit. In other words, he was ordinary. They saw him as Jesus, the man,
but failed to see him as Jesus, the Son of God. If they could have seen God in a less
ordinary way, perhaps they would believe. And if that is how you see Jesus, you will not
believe in him either. You may think of Jesus as ONLY a historic figure who lived and
died. You may think of Jesus as ONLY a religious teacher or founder of one of the
world’s great religion. But until you see him as God himself, come in human flesh to pay
the price for our sin on the cross, you will never see Jesus for who he is, and your life
will remain unchanged and your sin will remain unforgiven. We cannot rely on anything or
anyone else to save us. Your attendance at church won’t save you. Your parents being
Christians will not save you. Simply knowing about Jesus will not save you. There is no
salvation outside of recognizing your sin, repenting of your sin and trusting in Jesus
Christ as your Lord and Savior. Let’s pray.



