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Mark 5:21-43 Two loved daughters

We have looked at a several healings in Mark before, but today we come to an interesting
account of healing. It's a “two-fer”, two for the price of one. There are really two stories of
healing and faith embedded in one complete account of healing. In Mark 5:21-43, we have
two stories embedded in one about two different daughters, who were both loved by their
fathers, and both healed by their Lord. Remember, Jesus and the disciples had crossed
the sea of galilee, ran into a storm, and seen Jesus calm the storm on the sea and then the
storm in the life of the demon possessed man in Gadara. Now they get in a boat again and
cross back towards Capernaum most likely. Let’s begin reading at verse 21 of Mark 5.

21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered
about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue,
Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and implored him earnestly, saying,
“My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she
may be made well and live.”?* And he went with him. Let's stop there.

The ruler of the synagogue was not a professional scribe or trained Rabbi, but a lay person
who was entrusted with general oversight of the synagogue and ensuring the teaching was
doctrinally correct. So, you could think of this man, Jairus, as a lay elder in the local Jewish
context or perhaps a Deacon. He would have been very used to officiating at various
events in the synagogue. But in this case, he is not in a position of strength and authority.
Jairus is desperate because his daughter is dying. He doesn’t care about protocols or
keeping his composure. He is begging and pleading with this man who he has heard can
heal people to come and heal his daughter before she dies. He believes, although as |
think we will see, his faith is limited in certain ways. He believes, but it is not complete,
because he seems to think that Jesus'’s power is limited by his location and his physical
presence. Jesus needs to be able to put his hands on her so that she can be healed, at
least that's what he thinks. His words will not do, only his physical presence. Jesus does
not try to correct this man’s misunderstanding of the extent of his power, rather he goes
with him. And as we will see the man will get a firsthand faith-building demonstration of
Jesus’s power. Let’s read starting at the last part of verse 24.

And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him.?®> And there was a woman who
had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered much under many
physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew

worse. #” She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd
and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If | touch even his garments, | will be made
well.” 22 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was
healed of her disease. 3° And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from
him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 3! And
his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who
touched me?”” 32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing
what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told
him the whole truth. 3 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in
peace, and be healed of your disease.” Notice how Jesus addresses this lady. He calls her
“‘daughter.” This lady had been rejected by everyone. | won’t go into more detail, but to
have an ongoing medically incurable flow of blood like this would have meant she was
considered permanently unclean in the eyes of the Old Testament law. In fact, in verse 29
where it says, “she was healed of her disease,” the word “disease” is not just implying
physical suffering but shame involved in that sickness. Although this woman was clearly
living with this disease, she was no better off than the daughter near death. She had lost
everything. From verse 26, we see that doctors had taken all her money, and even caused




her a lot of pain, but brought her no relief. Like Jairus, she is not concerned about social
custom or stigma when it came to receiving healing from Jesus. By the law, because of her
condition, she could not touch anyone else, yet in faith she reached her hand out and
touched the clothing Jesus wore so she could be healed.

Jesus knows he has been touched, and wants to see who did it. Of course this irritates the
disciples, because he was surrounded by people...how could he possibly figure out which
one person touched him? But Jesus wants a personal encounter with those he heals. The
woman wanted something, but Jesus wanted to know someone. Showing the true sign of a
disciple, she comes forward and humbles herself before this man who she now realizes is
far more than a man, who now gives her far more than physical healing. Look at how
Jesus reponds. This lady is already healed. Physically, | believe that she was probably the
healthiest she has ever been in her adult life thanks to Jesus. But still he says to her,
Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease. Of
course what everyone saw on the outside as they heard Jesus’s words was a physical
healing, but what this woman experienced on the inside penetrated her soul and gave her
spiritual healing. That word, “well”, your faith has made you well... is the word that means
saved or healed, but is used mostly in the New testament for spiritual healing from sin.
This woman’s faith in Jesus Christ made her spiritually well. She truly became a disciple.
And as we have seen with other disciples in Mark, the sign of true discipleship is not just to
be close to Jesus or even to hear what he says, but to act on what you hear. This woman
“heard” in verse 27 about Jesus. And she came and touched him in response to that
hearing. And that act of faith in him brought her eternal salvation. This is what it means to
be a disciple of Jesus — to hear about him, and respond in faith that acts in obedience.

Now rather than just being a random story of healing inserted into the story of Jairus’s
daughter, she is actually the primary person in this event who becomes the model of faith
for Jairus. He thought he needed Jesus to come to his house, touch his daughter and heal
her, but he has just watched a woman who had no claim on him at all, never asked him for
healing and yet believed in him and was healed completely. She tells the “whole truth”
about her healing in front of Jairus and her testimony of healing and faith, which he heard
and saw with his own eyes. Jairus needed this, because his faith is about to get tested to
the max. Look at verse 35. ** While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's
house some who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”

36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear,
only believe.” Jesus’s challenge to Jairus is the same challenge that comes to everyone
who meets Jesus. Will you only believe in what human experience says is possible? Or will
you believe in the God who makes all things possible? Your daughter is dead, Jairus...will
you fear this negative turn of events or will you believe in the one you just saw heal a
woman who reached out in faith and touched his garment? From this point until the end of
the account, we do not hear Jairus’s response, but from Jesus’s actions we can see the
man’s faith in Jesus, as they continue to move to Jairus’s house.

Let’s continue in verse 37. *” And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James
and John the brother of James. 38They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue,
and Jesusl! saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 3 And when he had
entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is
not dead but sleeping.” 4° And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took
the child's father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child
was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, | say
to you, arise.”? And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve
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years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement. “3And he strictly
charged them that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.
This miracle would not be for everyone. Only his closest disciples, Peter, James, and John
and the mother and father would experience this miracle first hand. And a true miracle it
was. Don'’t think for a minute that Jesus’s words saying that “the child is not dead but
sleeping...” meant that she wasn'’t really dead. The reference to the commotion and
weeping and wailing meant that there were already paid mourners involved in this death.
They were a necessary part of Jewish death rituals at the time and would have only been
called once death was certain. But in Jesus’s eyes, he saw the the true state of what could
and will be, not what physically is. All the mourners could do was see only the physical
reality and not the divine possibility that is present in any situation given the reality of God.
And into that humanly impossible situation of death stepped the God of earth and Heaven
who created that little girl, for whom the wind and waves had stopped and demons had
fled, and a daughter’s flow of blood had ceased. And now Jesus, fully that God and fully
human man entered that little girl’s room and said to her “talitha cumi...” In Aramaic, it
literally means something like “little lamb, arise!” And with the touch of his hand and words
from his lips, this girl got up from the dead, fully healed. There was no partial healing. It
was complete. Every part of her worked, and she was able to get up and immediately eat
food.

The people the Holy Spirit through Mark is leading us to focus on here in this even are on
these two daughters. One who seems to be old, and one who is young, but both whom are
women which places them as second class at best in the value that their society placed on
people. That leads me to the first point of application | want to make from this event by
speaking to the women in here today. What you need to take away from this account in the
gospel of Mark is that you are not lesser to Jesus. Throughout history, and in many
aspects of Japanese and other societies today, women have been treated as second
class. Husbands have treated their wives as property rather than as Christ to his church.
But to Jesus you are a precious daughter of God. Whether you are older like the lady who
touched his garment or you are younger like Jairus’s daughter, you are precious and loved
by your Heavenly Father. For many of you women especially, the presence of a father may
not bring up memories of love and care, but abuse, or distance, or anger. But God is the
father that we all want and many never have. He loves you and cares about you, and
wants to know you personally like the lady who touched his garment. He wants to speak to
you with words of comfort like, “talitha cumi...”

But in addition to the focus on the daughters there is another point of application here in
the response of the woman and of Jairus. That is the focus on faith. The message for us
today is not if you have enough faith you will be healed. That is what many take away from
these type of encounters that Jesus has. In fact, both of these daughters eventually died.
Their physical healing was temporary. Now, other than being two women, there is one
thing that connects both of these events. Both Jairus and the woman have one thing in
common: both are experiencing desperate circumstances who have no hope apart from
Jesus. And the only solution is faith in Jesus Christ. The woman who doesn’t even have a
name demonstrates for Jairus what his response should be when Jesus says to him, “Do
not fear, just believe.” He must have the faith that that woman demonstrated. He must trust
Jesus in spite of everything the circumstances and the voices around him are saying. This
is the message for us today. Brothers and Sisters in Christ, whatever you are going
through today, do not fear, just believe. Even if the physical end of our present
circumstances is death, there is life and hope in Jesus Christ. If you are here and have
never trusted and believed in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, then you are in a



desperate situation. In the Bible in the book of Romans chapter 3, God describes for us our
condition in Romans 3:10-12, 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one
understands; no one seeks for God.12 All have turned aside; together they have become
worthless; no one does good, not even one.” All of us are trapped in a desperate situation
of sin. Not one of us is perfectly good, which is what righteous means. As Romans 3:23
says, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. In our sin, we are as dead
spiritually as Jairus’s daughter was physically. The only answer to our desparate situation
is faith in Jesus Christ. As Romans 3 also tells us in verses 21-22, But now the
righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe. The answer for the lady’s physical condition and her spiritual condition is
the same answer for our spiritual condition of sin — faith in Jesus Christ. His righteous
death on the cross purchased our salvation, so that like Jairus’s daughter raised from the
dead, we can be raised from being dead in sin to new life in Jesus Christ. Let’s pray.



